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Immigration  Hearings 

Kennedy,  Brown  Enter 


Michael  Thompson  photo 


MEET  THE  PRESS:  Marion  Tholander  (left)  and  Robin  MacCormack 
(second  from  left)  were  part  of  a  group  of  people  who  met  recently  with 
Boston  Globe  Asst.  Executive  Managing  Editor  John  Driscoll  (center). 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  charged  the  Globe  with  “a  general 
pattern  of  lack  of  coverage  of  gay  marches”  and  “dishonest  news  coverage 
via  a  disproportionate  amount  of  sensational  reporting.” 

New  England  Daily 
Promises  Liaison 


BOSTON,  MA  —  Two  Demo¬ 
cratic  presidential  candidates 
formally  announced  their  can¬ 
didacy  recently  in  Boston.  Sen. 
Edward  M.  Kennedy  (D-MA) 
made  his  announcement  Nov.  7 
before  some  5,000  people  at  the 
Fanueil  Hall  Marketplace,  and  the 
next  day,  before  a  crowd  of  300, 
California  Gov.  Edmund  G. 
Brown  Jr.  officially  threw  his  hat 
into  the  ring. 

Kennedy’s  last  statement  on  gay 
rights  to  GCN  was  in  the  form  of 
a  letter  dated  March  28,  1977,  in 
which  he  wrote,  “I  understand 
fully  and  share  your  concern  that 
discrimination  in  employment  not 
only  jeopardizes  the  individual 
rights  of  those  threatened  with  job 
loss,  but  is  a  waste  of  potential 
talent  at  a  time  when  our  country 
is  facing  serious  problems  in  every 
area  of  economic  growth  and 
social  change.” 

Hearings  to  be  Held 

On  Monday,  Nov.  19,  Kennedy 
is  expected  to  return  to  Boston  to 
participate  in  hearings  by  the 
Select  Commission  on  Immigra¬ 
tion  and  Refugee  Policy.  The 
Commission  is  chaired  by  Fr. 


MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  —  A 
Minnesota  man  has  been  awarded 
$30,847  as  a  result  of  litigation 
apunst  the  Minnesota  Chemical 
Dependency  Association 

(MCDA).  Tim  Campbell,  a  long¬ 
time  gay  rights  activist,  was  the 
recipient  of  the  award  subsequent 
to  a  suit  charging  MCDA  with 
unlawful  treatment  in  his  applica¬ 
tion  for  a  job  as  MCDA  Programs 
Coordinator  in  1975.  As  a  result 
of  a  job  interview  in  which  Camp¬ 
bell  was  asked  seven  “non¬ 
standard,  subjective”  questions, 
he  filed  a  job  discrimination  suit 
with  the  Minneapolis  Civil  Rights 
office  under  provisions  of  an  ordi¬ 
nance  passed  on  March  29,  1974 
which  prohibits  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  preference. 

Campbell  expressed  his  feeling 
that  his  victory  was  “the  first 
enforcement  of  the  Minneapolis 
gay  rights  ordinance,”  under 
which  12  lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  litigation  pending.  He  said 
that  the  suit  resolved  certain  issues 


Theodore  M.  Hesburgh,  President 
of  the  University  of  Notre  Dame, 
who  has  been  appointed  to  the 
post  by  Pres.  Jimmy  Carter.  Hes¬ 
burgh  said  the  hearing  presents 
“an  opportunity  designed  to  allow 
the  people  of  New  England  to 
voice  their  concerns  about  immi¬ 
gration  issues.”  Among  the  issues 
to  be  considered  is  the  question 
“Should  Communists, 

homosexuals,  minor  narcotic 
offenders  and  mentally  retarded 
individuals  seeking  entry  to  the 
United  States  be  excluded  by 
law?” 

Charles  F.  Brydon,  Co-Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the- National  Gay 
Task  Force  (NGT^,  told  GCN 
that  the  Commission  is  behind 
schedule  in  its  work,  but  that  he  is 
pleased  to  see  this  hearing  taking 
place.  NGTF,  he  said,  has  worked 
toward  effecting  changes  in  immi¬ 
gration  policy  for  six  years. 
Brydon  expressed  his  belief  that 
the  Commission  “needs  to  pursue 
every  possible  avenue  to  resolve 
the  problem  that  we  have  with 
immigration.” 

The  Select  Commission  is  com¬ 
prised  of  four  members  of  the 


centered  around  a  person’s  right 
to  hold  a  job  and  still  remain  poli¬ 
tically  active.  The  attitude  of 
MCDA,  Campbell  said,  was  “the 
more  head-tripping  prejudice  — 
it’s  not  so  much  that  you’re  gay, 
but  that  you’re  shouting  about 
it.” 

MCDA  is  an  organization  of 
professionals,  for  the  most  part  of 
people  who  work  in  the  field  of 
alcohol  and  drug  abuse.  At  the 
1975  interview,  Campbell  was 
questioned  by  Dagny  Christensen, 
an  MCDA  steering  committee 
member.  As  a  rule,  job  applicants 
are  asked  five  standard  questions. 
“But,”  said  Campbell,  “even 
though  the  questions  are  [said  to 
be]  objective,  there  is  no  objective 
theory  behind  them.  Five  subjec¬ 
tive  parts  don’t  make  an  objective 
whole.”  Campbell  was  the  only 
applicant  asked  to  answer  the 
additional  seven  “subjective” 
questions. 

Campbell’s  interpretation  of 
Christensen’s  line  of  questioning 


Race 

Senate  Judiciary  Committe,  four 
members  of  the  House  Judiciary 
Committee,  four  Cabinet  officers, 
and  four  presidential  appointees. 
The  Boston  hearing  is  the  second 
in  a  series  of  similar  hearings,  with 
ten  additional  sessions  scheduled 
to  be  held  in  various  sections  of 
the  country,  the  last  of  which  is 
scheduled  for  June  9, 1980. 

Following  the  Boston  hearing, 
there  will  be  an  open  microphone 
at  Fanueil  Hall  from  7-9  p.m. 
People  wishing  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  open  microphone  must  sign 
up  at  some  point  during  the  day  or 
upon  arrival  for  the  evening 
session.  All  portions  of  the 
hearings,  which  begin  at  9  a.m., 
are  open  to  the  public. 

While  Sen.  Kennedy  is  a  Com¬ 
mission  member,  his  attendance  at 
the  hearing  is  doubtful  because  of 
a  conflicting  hearing  in 
Washington. 

Brown  Would  Sign  Order 

California  Gov.  Jerry  Brown 
has  also  made  statements  on  gay 
rights.  His  most  recent  remarks  on 
the  subject  came  after  a  speech  at 
a  fundraising  event  for  the  Gay 
Continued  on  Page  6 


is  that  “there  is  no  way  a  person 
can  hold  down  a  job  and  still  be  a 
gay  rights  activist.” 

In  its  “finding  of  fact,  conclu¬ 
sions  of  law,  and  order  for  judg¬ 
ment,”  the  Minneapolis  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Civil  Rights  stated  that  the 
interview  of  Campbell  by  Chris¬ 
tensen  and  Jack  Longie  was  tape 
recorded  and  that  “the  tape 
recorder  was  activated  although 
the  tape  of  the  second  half  of  the 
interview  is  blank.” 

oome  of  the  questions  put  to 
Campbell  in  the  interview  were 
“Would  you  have  trouble  fitting 
into  this  kind  of  setting?  Someone 
with  your  .  .  .  energies?”  and 
“Would  you  be  able  to  work  on 
this  job  without  doing  your  thing 
predominantly?” 

“The  unique  questions  asked  of 
Mr.  Campbell  not  asked  of  other 
applicants  and  the  context  in 
which  they  were  asked  evidence 
non-equal  treatment  based  on  Mr. 
Campbell’s  affectional  prefer- 
Contlnued  on  Page  7 


By  Jil  Clark 

BOSTON,  MA  —  An  executive 
at  The  Boston  Globe  has  promised 
to  appoint  a  Globe  staff  member 
as  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  here.  The  Globe,  with 
a  circulation  of  483,000,  is  New 
England’s  largest  daily  newspaper 
and  the  twelfth  largest  daily  in  the 
nation. 

In  a  meeting  on  November  8, 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA),  an  organization 
formed  in  angry  reaction  to  the 
Globe's  coverage  of  the  Oct.  14 
National  March  on  Washington 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  and  its 
silence  about  the  4-5, (XX)  Massa¬ 
chusetts  lesbians  and  gay  men  who 
participated  in  it,  complained  to 
Assistant  Executive  Managing 
Editor  John  Driscoll  about  the 
Globe's  “general  pattern  of  lack 
of  coverage  of  gay  marches”  and 
“dishonest  news  coverage  via  dis¬ 
proportionate  amount  of  sensa¬ 
tional  reporting.”  LAGMA  based 
these  accusations  on  research  its 
members  had  done  on  the  Globe's 
coverage  in  the  70s  of  lesbian/gay 
issues. 

Following  the  meeting,  in  which 
LAGMA  representatives  pre¬ 
sented  documentation  of  what 
they  view  as  the  Globe's  bias, 
Driscoll  commented  that  “the 
group  had  done  their  homework” 
and  that  the  Globe's  coverage  of 
lesbian  and  gay  events  “certainly 
needed  some  shaping  up.” 

At  the  beginning  of  the  session, 
Driscoll  stated  that  he  had  had  no 
foreknowledge  of  the  March  and 
asked  how  much  advance  public¬ 
ity  March  planners  had  given  the 
media.  Ronald  Allen,  a  LAGMA 
member  who  worked  last  spring 
on  Boston-area  publicity  for  the 
March,  claimed  that  pamphlets 
and  press  releases  about  the 
March  had  been  forwarded  con- 

Police  Ignore 

By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  The  City 
Safety  Director  has  admitted  that 
police  ignored  a  call  for  help  when 
a  private  swim  party  for  gays  was 
attacked  by  a  mob  here  in  July 
(see GCNVol.  7,  No.  3). 

“The  Police  Communications 
Section  simply  did  not  respond  in 
an  appropriate  manner,”  Richard 
Castellini  told  City  Council.  “One 
member  made  indiscreet  com¬ 
ments  and  did  not  properly  handle 
the  situation.  He  is  no  longer  a 
city  employee.  Lambda  Sports 
[which  sponsored  the  outing]  was 
not  afforded  the  degree  of  police 
protection  to  which  it  was  en¬ 
titled.” 

The  group  had  rented  a  city 


tinuously  to  six  writers  and  two 
editors,  including  Driscoll,  since 
last  April.  Driscoll  said  he  did  not 
know  why  the  information  never 
reached  him. 

Members  of  Lagma  said  that 
they  suspect  the  material  was 
thrown  out  on  sight  because  it  per¬ 
tained  to  lesbianism  and  gayness. 
“One  of  our  concerns  is  that 
things  have  not  reached  the  editor 
here,”  said  Eric  Rofes,  LAGMA 
member  and  ex-media 

coordinator  of  the  National 
March.  “After  all,”  he  contin¬ 
ued,  “at  the  D.C.  march  office, 
we  were  receiving  calls  from  major 
papers  like  the  New  York  Times 
months  in  advance  to  ask  how 
things  were  going.  .  .  .  Things 
have  chEmged  over  the  last  ten 
years.  We  feel  that  the  time  has 
come  that  we  shouldn’t  have  to  go 
after  the  press  to  cover  our  events. 
You  should  be  doing  that  on  your 
own.” 

LAGMA  presented  to  Driscoll  a 
list  of  demands,  which  included 
“a  printed  apology/correction/ 
explanation  for  the  lack  of  news 
coverage  on  the  National  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights  March  .  .  . 
appointment  of  a  liaison  with  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  .  .  . 
commitment  to  objective  news 
coverage  .  .  .  coverage  of 
Boston’s  annual  Gay  Pride  March 
.  .  .  [and]  a  column  designed  [to 
reflect]  the  gay  perspective.” 

By  the  close  of  the  two-hour 
meeting,  Driscoll  had  refused  to 
run  an  apology  or  a  correction, 
but  offered  instead  to  run  a  story 
on  the  national  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  bill  (HR  2074)  now  in 
Congress  and  on  the  current  en¬ 
deavors  of  Boston’s  National 
March  Organizing  Committee.  He 
agreed  to  establish  a  liaison 
between  the  Globe  and  the 
Continued  on  Page  7 

Plea  for  Help 

park  pool  closed  on  weekends. 
Area  residents  found  out  and 
erected  anti-gay  signs.  About  35 
people  taunted  the  swimmers  and 
later  threw  rocks,  bottles,  and  de¬ 
bris  when  a  police  officer  left  his 
assigned  post. 

The  Greater  Cincinnati  Gay 
Coalition  used  the  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  police  inaction  as  “a 
perfect  example  of  why  we  need  a 
Human  Rights  Ordinance  pro¬ 
hibiting  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation.”  It 
called  upon  Council  to  reconsider 
passage,  and  to  issue  a  statement 
“deploring  unprovoked  acts  of 
violence  against  gay  citizens.” 

Complaints  about  the  police 
Continued  on  Page  7 
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:Bcn.  Edward  M.  Kennedy  (D-MA),  shown  at  left,  and  California  Gov.  Edmund G. Brown  Jr.both  announced 
candidacy  for  the  office  of  President  in  Boston  recently.  Less  than  two  weeks  after  his  official  announcement, 
Kennedy  returns  to  Boston  to  participate  in  hearings  of  theSeieetCommission  on  Immigration  and  Refugee 
Poticy. 

$30,847  Awarded 

Activist  Wins  Job  Bias  Suit 
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quote  of  the  week 

"Information  before  the  riot  9learly  indicated  the 
likelihood  of  a  demonstration  in  the  event  of  a 
manslaughter  verdict,  but  the  [Police]  Department  did 
not  accurately  assess  the  intensity  of  anger  in  the 
community  over  such  a  verdict  and  thus  was 
inadequately  prepared  for  violence.  .  .  .  While  the 
original  march  was  by  a  group  of  predominantly  gay 
people,  later' in  the  evening  the  crowd  was  almost 
certainly  made  up  of  individuals  from  all  segments  of 
the  society-at-large.  ...  In  SRI’s  judgement,  the 
vandalism  was  committed  by  a  diverse  group  and  the 
activity  should  not  be  termed  a  ‘gay  riot.’  ” 

—Excerpts  from  The  May  1979  Riot  in  San 
Francisco,  a  report  prepared  and  released  by  Stanford 
Research  Institute  (SRI)  International  aboutthe  rioting 
following  the  voluntary  manslaughter  verdict  in  the 
trial  of  Dan  White.  An  account  of  the  report  was  printed 
in  the  Bay  Area  Reporter  (Vol.  9,  No.  23),  a  San 
Francisco-area  gay  newspaper. 


did  he  or  didn’t  he? 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  "Did  black  City  Councilman 
[sic]  Fred  Samuel  call  West  Side  district  leader  Ken 
Sherrill  a  ‘faggot’  at  last  month’s  raucous  Manhattan 
County  Democratic  Committee  meeting  at  the  Beacon 
Theater?” 

So  begins  an  item  in  New  York  magazine’s  Nov.  12 
issue  which  claims  that  Samuel  was  “vexed  by  a  gay- 
inspired  attempt”  to  oust  him  as  chair  of  the  County 
Committee.  Samuel  also  allegedly  attempted  to  block 
Sherrill’s  effort  to  place  an  opponent  in  nomination. 

Samuel  denied  the  name-calling  charge,  saying,  “I 
never  called  Sherrill  that,  and  I’m  sure  he’s  the  only  one 
who  says  I  did.”  Sherrill,  a  gay  activist  and  a  professor 
at  Hunter  College,  had  no  comment  for  the  magazine, 
but  Allen  Roskoff,  deputy  state  chairperson  of 
Americans  for  Democratic  Action,  did. 

“Fred  was  making  disparaging  remarks  about  gays 
the  whole  time,”  Roskoff  said,  “and  I  heard  him  use  the 
word.” 

Gay  Democrats  evidently  wanted  Samuel  replaced 
because  “he  broke  his  promise”  to  vote  in  favor  of  New 
York  City’s  gay  rights  bill  in  the  Council.  Said  Roskoff, 
“Gays  are  abused  and  embarrassed  even  in  Manhattan 
until  our  votes  are  needed.’ 


the  march  and  the  media 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  March  on  Washington  Media 
Committee  has  assembled  news  clippings  from  over  45 
daily  and  weekly  newspapers  from  the  mainstream 
media.  Eric  Rotes,  Media  Consultant  for  the  March, 
told  GCN,  “This  information  has  been  photocopied 
and  is  available  for  anyone  interested  in  seeing  how  the 
mainstream  media  thorughout  the  nation  covered  the 
March.  While  certain  newspapers  like  the  Globe  and 
the  Los  Angeles  Times  were  irresponsible  in  their 
coverage,  many  newspapers,  particularly  in  rural 
areas,  gave  impressive  coverage  to  the  march.  This 
packet  gives  people  throughout  the  country  something 
to  compare  their  local  paper’s  coverage  with.” 

People  are  asked  to  send  a  $5  donation  to  cover 
costs  in  putting  together  the  book  to  Eric  Rotes,  March 
on  Washington,  45  Garden  St.  #6,  Boston,  MA  02114. 
Anyone  having  news  clippings  on  the  March  should 
send  them  to  the  above  address. 

lambda  seeks  staff  attorney 

NEW  YORK,  NY  — The  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund,  Inc.,  is  looking  for  a  staff  attorney  with 
at  least  two  years’  litigation  experience,  preferably  in 
the  area  of  sexual  or  civil  rights.  The  position  is  part- 
time  and  pay  is  on  a  retainer  basis  “in  the  $10,000 
range.’ 

For  information,  contact  Ed  Glorius  at  (212)  532- 
8197,  or  write  the  Lambda  offices  at  22  East  40th  St., 
New  York,  NY  10016. 


scientists  scrutinize  homophobia 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  A  meeting  has  been 
scheduled  at  the  Annual  Meetings  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  which  is 
to  address  the  issue  of  “problems  arising  from 
homophobia  in  the  scientific  workplace.”  The  meeting 
has  been  called  for  Jan.  8,  1980,  from  9a.m. -12  noon; 
the  Balboa  Room  of  the  San  Francisco  Hilton. 

According  to  the  organizer  of  the  meeting,  who 
wishes  to  remain  anonymous,  “This  is  the  first  time,  to 
my  knowledge,  that  a  meeting  is  being  held  by  a 
professional  organization  of  physical  and  natural 
scientists  to  explore  this  topic.” 

Speakers  include  Stephen  Morin,  a  psychologist, 
who  will  address  the  meaning,  expression,  and 
possible  effects  on  scientists  of  homophobia:  Sharon 
Raphael,  a  sociologist,  who  will  relate  her  experiences 
as  an  “out”  lesbian  professor  and  discuss  gay  issues  in 
curricula;  and  Laud  Humphreys,  a  Pitzer  College 
sociologist  who  will  speak  on  the  effects  of 
homophobia  on  homosexual  researchers  and  research 
on  homosexuals.  The  other  speakers  are  Bruce 
Kiernan,  Larry  White,  and  Alan  Malyon. 


romance  in  the  dark 

HONOLULU,  HI  —  Oral  sex  is  not  a  crime  if  it  is 
committed  in  the  dark,  the  Hawaii  Supreme  Court  has 
ruled.  The  court  unanimously  reversed  a  1976 
conviction  against  John  Broad  for  a  petty 
misdemeanor  count  of  having  sex  with  another  man  in 
a  car,  stating  that  sex  in  a  public  place  cannot 
constitute  “open  lewdness”  if  no  one  is  likely  to  see  the 
act. 

The  court  noted  that  the  arresting  officers 
admitted  they  could  not  see  the  men  from  outside  the 
car  and  had  to  shine  a  light  inside  to  find  out  what  was 
going  on.  The  hour  of  the  incident  —  3:30  a.m.  on 
Sunday  —  was  called  "hardly  an  hour  when  people 
would  be  traversing  the  streets.” 


ngtf  endorses  datacall 

DENVER,  CO  —  The  Co-Executive  Directors  of 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF),  Lucia  Valeska 
and  Charles  F.  Brydon,  have  endorsed  a  Colorado 
project  known  as  Datacall,  described  by 
representatives  of  the  project  as  “an  ambitious  study  of 
acts  of  abuse  and  discrimination  against  Colorado  gay 
men  and  lesbians  by  police  and  private  citizens.”  In  a 
written  statement,  Valeska  and  Brydon  said,  “NGTF  is 
pleased  to  recognize  this  worthy  project  and  to 
encourage  the  active  participation  of  all  persons  who 
can  contribute  to  the  goals  of  the  undertaking.” 

Datacall  coordinators  Carol  Lease  and  Gerald 
Gerash  will  interview  any  person  who  believes  that  she 
or  he  has  been  the  victim  of  discrimination  or  unequal 
treatment  by  public  or  private  agencies  or  individuals 
in  employment,  housing,  public  accommodations,  or 
abuse  on  the  street  due  to  her  or  his  sexuality.  Names 
of  participants  in  the  project  will  be  kept  confidential. 
Colorado  residents  who  wish  to  participate  in  the  study 
may  leave  a  name  and  phone  number  at  (303)  831-6268 
or  (303)  320-5972.  A  coordinator  will  call  back  to 
arrange  an  interview. 


women  to  publish  newspaper 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  Feeling  that  women  in  New 
York  City  need  their  own  newspaper,  a  group  of 
women  has  come  together  to  form  Women’s  Focus, 
which  is  intended  to  be  a  forum  for  grass  roots 
women’s  groups.  The  first  issue,  to  be  published  this 
month,  will  provide  a  comprehensive  calendar  of 
political,  cultural,  and  social  events  of  interest  to 
women  in  New  York.  The  long-term  goal,  however,  is 
“to  become  a  part  of  a  strong  women’s  liberation 
movement,  encompassing  women  of  all  races,  sexual 
preferences,  ages,  classes,  and  conditions  of  life.” 

National  and  international  coverage  in  the  pages 
of  Women’s  Focus  will  include  feminist  political 
analysis,  interviews,  speak-outs,  graphics,  cartoons, 
and  poetry. 

Subscriptions,  advertising,  and  contributions  are 
being  solicited,  as  well  as  calendar  listings.  For 
information,  write  Women’s  Focus,  c/o  Marcy 
Stamper,  255  Fort  Washington  Ave.  Apt.  52,  New  York, 
NY  10032. 


seminars  planned  for  librarians 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA  —  Three  regional  collection 
development  seminars  for  librarians,  focusing  on 
alternative  or  small  press  publications,  are  being 
organized  by  Temple  University’s  Alternative 
Acquisitions  Project.  The  seminars  will  be  held  in 
Berkeley  (CA)  on  Dec.  7,  Philadelphia  (PA)  on  April  18, 
1980,  and  Madison  (Wl)  on  May  2,  1980.  The  Project, 
funded  by  the  U.S.  Office  of  Education  and  based  at  the 
Temple  library’s  Contemporary  Culture  Collection,  is 
now  in  its  second  year.  Its  basic  purpose  is  to  provide 
both  the  research  and  training  necessary  to  build 
professional  expertise  and  encourage  the  collection 
and  use  of  alternative  and  small  press  publications. 

Speakers  at  the  seminars  will  include  Elliott  Shore, 
Project  Director:  James  P.  Danky  of  the  State 
Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin;  Patricia  Glass 
Schuman,  President  of  Neal-Schuman  Publications; 
Sanford  Berman  of  Minnesota’s  Hennepin  County 
Library:  and  Daniel  Tsang,  Project  Research  Librarian. 

For  registration  information,  write  the  Alternative 
Acquisitions  Project,  Temple  University  Library, 
Philadelphia,  PA  19122. 


youths  sentenced  in  attack  incident 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Two  Hyde  Park  teenagers 
accused  of  attacking  a  Boston  gay  man  outside  the 
Forest  Hills  MBTA  station  pleaded  guilty  last  week  in 
West  Roxbury  District  Court  to  assault  and  battery 
charges,  reduced  from  assault  and  battery  with  a 
dangerous  weapon.  Michael  Boozane,  17,  and  a  16- 
year  old  juvenile  assaulted  the  gay  man  last  month  as 
he  was  leaving  the  train  station,  but  were  quickly 
arrested  by  Officer  Patricia  Levitan  of  the  Mobile 
Operations  Patrol,  who  was  at  the  scene. 

Judge  Neil  Colicchio  gave  each  youth  two  years’ 
probation  and  ordered  them  to  pay  a  total  of  $90  in 
restitution  to  the  victim. 


challenge  to  helm  act  sustained 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  OK  —  A  federal  district  court 
judge  has  refused  motions  by  the  Oklahoma  Attorney 
General’s  office  to  dismiss  a  suit  challenging  the  Helm 
Act,  an  anti-gay  teacher  law  almost  identical  to 
California's  Briggs  Initiative.  It  threatens  lesbian  and 
gay  teachers  and  those  persons  who  advocate  lesbian 
and  gay  civil  rights  with  the  loss  of  their  jobs. 

The  suit  was  filed  in  August  by  Gay  Rights 
Advocates  (GRA),  a  San  Francisco-based  public 
interest  law  firm,  and  Oklahoma  City  co-counsel 
Michael  Gassaway.  It  was  filed  on  behalf  of  seven 
present  and  prospective  teachers  who  charge  that  the 
Helm  Act  inhibits  their  Constitutional  rights  of  speech 
and  association.  All  used  fictitious  names  out  of  fear  of 
job  loss  and  from  danger  of  physical  harassment. 

The  Oklahoma  Attorney  General  sought  the 
dislosure  of  the  names  of  the  plaintiffs,  or  to  have  the 
case  returned  to  state  court,  or,  alternatively,  to 
dismiss  the  action.  The  federal  judge’s  decision 
included  denial  of  all  three  proposals. 

GRA  attorney  Jerel  McCrary  said,  “The  decision  is 
significant  because  it  indicates  the  Court  takes  this 
matter  very  seriously.  The  judge  could  have  avoided 
taking  on  a  controversial  issue  by  remanding  the  case 
to  a  state  court.  His  decision  also  indicates  a  growing 
sensitivity  on  the  part  of  the  judiciary.  Judge  Eubanks 
did  not  force  the  plaintiffs  to  choose  between  their 
privacy,  as  anonymous  plaintiffs,  and  possible  loss  of 
their  jobs.” 

The  plaintiffs  will  now  seek  a  preliminary 
injunction  to  prohibit  any  enforcement  of  the  statute. 


women’s  tapes  for  the  handicapped 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  an  effort  to  make 
women’s  books  and  periodicals  available  to 
handicapped  readers,  10  women  volunteers  have, 
begun  a  program  of  tape  recording  Sinister  Wisdom, 
Off  Our  Backs,  Feminary,  and  other  publications  and 
books.  The  women  have  temporary  access  to  low-cost 
tapes  and  free  distribution.  The  group  wants  to  be  able 
to  make  tapes  available  for  no  more  than  the  cover 
price  of  the  periodical  or  book  itself.  Women  are  being 
asked  to  contribute  to  this  endeavor,  or  to  help  in 
obtaining  the  equipment  necessary  for  the  women  to 
do  all  of  the  tape  processing  themselves. 

To  obtain  further  information,  contact  Feminist 
Taping  for  Handicapped  Readers,  c/o  Susan  Wood- 
Thompson,  1732  Willard  St.  N.W.,  #1,  Washington,  DC 
20009. 


lawyer  advises  media  manipulation 

MONTEREY,  CA  —  Attorney  Douglas  Schmidt^ 
who  got  Dan  White  a  verdict  of  voluntary  manslaughter 
in  the  assassinations  of  San  Francisco  Mayor  George 
Moscone  and  Supervisor  Harvey  Milk  last  November, 
recently  advised  trial  attorneys  to  manipulate  the  news 
media  and  use  the  media  to  their  best  advantage. 
Schmidt  made  his  remarks  in  an  address  to  several 
hundred  members  of  the  California  Trial  Lawyers 
Association. 

According  to  Schmidt,  the  first  thing  a  trial 
attorney  should  do  is  “get  the  press  on  your  side.”  The 
next  step,  he  said,  is  to  “come  up  with  something 
newsworthy”  that  can  be  used  to  “desensitize  the 
public  to  the  shocking  nature  of  the  violence”  and  get 
them  used  to  the  defense  theory. 

With  specific  reference  to  the  defense  of 
“diminished”  capacity,”  on  which  basis  White  received 
a  lenient  sentence,  Schmidt  said  the  lawyer  should  use 
the  term  “mentally  unsound”  instead  of  “insane”  and 
“fired  the  fatal  shots”  rather, than  “killed  two  people.” 


gay  opinion  forum  debuts 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  A  Gay  Opinion  Forum  which 
will  feature  a  series  of  talks  by  prominent  speakers  on 
matters  of  interest  to  gay  people  will  be  inaugurated  in 
January.  The  Forum  has  been  organized  by  Larry 
Quirk,  former  Program  Director  and  Editor  of  The  West 
Sider,  and  Mike  Ritzer,  former  head  of  the  West  Side 
Discussion  Group’s  Host  Group.  They  will  be  joined  in 
the  project  by  Arthur  Tower  and  writer-activist  Bill 
Schoell. 

Admission  to  the  talks  is  priced  at  $2,  and  advance 
subscription  rates  are  available  at  $40  for  26  talks. 
Checks  or  money  orders  may  be  made  payable  to 
Arthur  Tower  and  sent  c/o  Mike  Ritzer,  216  Seventh 
Ave.,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

Quirk  and  Ritzer  plan  to  devote  much  of  their  time 
to  the  publication  of  Gay  Opinion,  which  is  owned  by 
Quirk  and  which  debuts  in  its  new  format  on  Nov.  14. 


media  activists  wanted 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Qne  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
U.S.  Conference  on  Alternative  Cinema  which  met  in 
the  spring  of  1979  was  more  active  participation  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  use  media  to  promote  social 
change.  There  are  now  plans  to  continue  the  work  of 
the  conference  on  a  New  England  Regional  level.  Any 
media  activists  who  are  interested  should  contact  Mark 
at  (617)  661-1526  between  6  and  8  p.m. 
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News  Analysis 

Sodomy  is  Legal,  but  Don’t  Ask 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  As  in 
several  other  states,  sodomy  here 
is  legal,  but  asking  someone  to  en¬ 
gage  in  it  with  you  can  get  you 
arrested. 

The  Buckeye  State  decriminal¬ 
ized  same-sex  acts  between  con¬ 
senting  adults  over  the  age  of  15  in 
1974,  but  its  “importuning”  law 
stayed  on  the  books.  It  prohibits 
one  from  soliciting  a  person  of  the 
same  sex  for  sexual  activity  when 
the  offender  knows  such  solicita¬ 
tion  is  offensive,  or  is  “reckless  in 
that  regard.” 

The  First  District  Court  of 
Appeals  here  in  Hamilton  County 
ruled  the  law  unconstitutional  in 
early  1978  as  an  “overbroad  re¬ 
striction  of  speech.”  (Only  days 
later,  Cincinnati  police  started  a 
crackdown  in  two  city  parks 
which  resulted  in  nearly  70  arrests 
for  public  indecency  in  eight 
days.)  The  City  of  Cincinnati 
appealed  the  ruling,  and  in  June 
1979,  the  state  Supreme  Court 
overturned  it,  saying  same-sex 
solicitations  are  “fighting  words” 
unprotected  by  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court.  It  ordered  the  case  back  to 
the  Hamilton  County  Municipal 
Court  for  a  decision  on  whether 
the  solicitation  inflicted  injury  or 
was  likely  to  provoke  a  breach  of 


peace. 

John  Quigley,  professor  of  law 
at  Ohio  State  University  and  a 
“friend  of  the  court”  as  a  member 
of  the  National  Lawyers  Guild 
(NLG)  in  the  case,  told  a  regional 
NLG  meeting  here  on  Nov.  4  that 
the  importuning  statute  is  one  of 
the  “most  overt  forms  of  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  Ohio.  Similar  statutes 
exist  in  most  states.” 

Quigley  said  NLG  and  the 
National  Committee  on  Sexual 
Civil  Liberties  (NCSCL)  would 
appeal  the  latest  ruling  again  in 
the  Ohio  Supreme  Court,  but  that 
NCSCL  is  looking  for  a  “worse” 
case  in  another  state,  and  perhaps 
a  better  time,  to  appeal  to  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court.  The  high 
court  has  declined  to  consider  any 
case  involving  homosexuality. 

“This  case,”  said  Quigley,  “is 
reflective  of  the  kind  of  oppres¬ 
sion  gay  people  face.  We  argued 
that  it  is  illogical  to  consider  [such 
solicitation]  ‘fighting  words’ 
since,  inasmuch  as  one  is  asking 
the  other  to  engage  in  sexual 
activity,  one  is  not  speaking  with 
hostile  intent,  but  one  is  trying  to 
get  the  other  person  to  be  friendly 
with  you,  not  provoke  violence. 

“We  argued  that  these  were 
loving  words,  just  the  opposite  of 
fighting  words,”  Quigley  noted. 


“This  also  raises  the  issue  of  how 
tax  money  is  being  spent  in  law 
enforcement.  Entrapment  in  en¬ 
forcement  of  this  statute  means 
policemen  [sic]  are  getting  training 
in  how  to  look  and  act  gay! 

“This  repression  of  gays,”  said 
the  former  NLG  vice  president“is 
symptomatic  of  larger  kinds  of 
oppression  you  find  in  so  many 
areas  of  law  and  society.” 

Another  case  that  was  appealed 
struck  down  the  law  in  September 
1978,  when  the  First  District 
Court  decided  it  unfairly  applied 
to  homosexuals  and  therefore  did 
not  afford  equal  protection  under 
the  law.  Another  court  in  Colum¬ 
bus  has  also  ruled  the  law  uncon¬ 
stitutional.  Those  two  rulings 
apply  only  in  the  surrounding 
areas;  a  ruling  by  the  state 
Supreme  Court  is  necessary  before 
the  law  is  null  and  void  statewide. 

The  NLG  is  dedicated  to  the 
need  for  basic  change  in  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  America’s  political  and 
economic  system.  Its  Gay  Rights 
Task  Force  began  in  1971  to  fight 
anti-gay  ideology  within  and 
outside  the  NLG.  Its  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Anti-sexism  Committee 
organized  the  defense  of  people 
charged  with  rioting  in  the  wake 
of  the  Dan  White  verdict. 


Police  Chief  Invokes  Ban  on  ‘Carding’ 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  Police  Chief 
Burtell  M.  Jefferson  recently 
issued  a  call  for  enforcement  of  a 
law  which  prohibits  restaurant 
and  bar  owners  from  “carding” 
patrons.  “Carding,”  the  process 
of  requiring  advance  identifica¬ 
tion  from  patrons  before  per¬ 
mitting  them  entry  into  an  estab¬ 
lishment,  has  allegedly  been  used 
to  keep  out  blacks  and  gay 
persons. 

Owners  of  businesses  cited  for 
“carding”  patrons  are  liable  to 
fines  of  up  to  $50  for  each 
offense.  Complaints  alleging  the 
practice  ttfe  subject  to  investiga¬ 
tion  by  the  city’s  human  rights 


office,  and  if  that  office  finds  that 
discrimination  has  in  fact 
occurred,  the  business  could  have 
its  liquor  license  revoked. 

“Carding”  often  involves  a 
request  for  more  identification 
than  a  patron  can  reasonably  be 
expected  to  produce.  Five  clubs 
have  already  been  charged  with 
discrimination  against  blacks  by 
the  human  rights  office,  and 
several  others  which  have  alleged¬ 
ly  discriminated  in  their  admis¬ 
sions  policies  are  currently  under 
investigation. 

Jefferson’s  order  was 
announced  at  a  press  conference 
called  by  representatives  of  the 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  and  the 


D.C.  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbian 
Women  and  Gay  Men. 

“Carding”  has  been  excused  as 
an  effort  to  prevent  persons  under 
the  legal  drinking  age  from 
obtaining  alcoholic  beverages. 
Jefferson  explained,  however, 
that  liquor  by  the  drink  can  only 
be  obtained  in  an  establishment 
which,  serves  food,  and  “any 
person  is  obviously  of  age  to 
purchase  food.”  Jefferson  said 
that  no  establishment  open  to  the 
general  public  could  employ  a 
policy  of  demanding  pre-entry 
identification,  as  serving  drinks 
can  only  be  incidental  to  serving 
food. 


MILWAUKEE,  WI  —  The 
men’s  movement  has  been  in  exist¬ 
ence  for  five  years.  Gay  men  have 
been  an  important  part  of  the 
movement  since  the  beginning  and 
continue  to  be  vital  and  essential 
to  the  movement’s'  growth.  The 
feminist  men’s  movement  is 
young,  small,  and  clearly  not  as 
well  publicized  or  known  about  as 
the  gay  or  women’s  movement. 
The  first  few  feminist  men’s  con¬ 
ferences  were  held  in  unlikely 
cities:  Knoxville,  TN;  State 
College,  PA  (Penn  State);  Des 
Moines;  and  St.  Louis.  Last  year 
the  5th  National  Conference  on 
Men  and  Masculinity,  “Men 
Overcoming  Sexism”,  was  held  at 
UCLA  Md  drew  over  600  women 
and  men.  This  year,  Oct.  24-28, 
more  than  300  men  and  a  few 
women  gathered  at  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  in  Milwaukee  to 
attend  the  6th  National  Confer¬ 
ence,  which  had  as  its  theme  “The 
Men’s  Movement:  A  Loving 
Revolution.”  The  conference  was 
originally  scheduled  for  Chicago, 
but  due  to  the  fact  that  Illinois  has 
not  ratified  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  conference  planners 
moved  the  site  to  Wisconsin. 

The  conference  opened  with  the 
simple  but  powerful  ritual  of  men 
from  the  four  sections  of  the 
country  greeting  each  other.  Con¬ 
ference  keynote  speakers  were 
Jeff  Beane,  Gestalt  therapist  in 
the  gay  community  in  Los 
Angeles,  and  Art  Stawinski,  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Philosophy  at  the  Illinois 
Institute  of  Technology. 
Stawinski  postulated  that  “love  is 


an  issue  for  the  men’s  movement 
because  the  way  men  are  raised  in 
our  society,  our  capacity  to  be 
loving  human  beings  is  stunted.  ” 

Beane  focused  on  the  men’s 
movement  as  a  community  and  as 
an  opportunity  for  men  to  heal 
themselves  as  well  as  their  rela¬ 
tionships  with  each  other 
(homophobia  between  gay  and 
non-gay  men  and  the  fear  of  inti¬ 
macy  between  gay  men).  He  also 
encouraged  the  men  present  to 
develop  new  rituals  and  to  cele¬ 
brate  in  forms  that  men  tradition¬ 
ally  shy  away  from;  i.e.,  dancing, 
singing,  being  silly,  and  touching 
each  other. 

Directly  following  the  keynote 
addresses,  conference  attendees 
acclaimed  a  10-minute  clip  of  a 
film  of  the  Los  Angeles  confer¬ 
ence  being  made  by  San  Francisco 
filmmaker  Leonard  Kurz.  The 
film,  to  be  released  in  1980,  will  be 
entitled  “Changing  Men.” 

The  conference  program 
included  workshops  and 
playshops  on  men’s  issues;  politi¬ 
cal  meetings;  Men  Allied  Natur¬ 
ally  (MAN)  for  ERA  and  the 
organizing  committee  for  an 
emerging  national  political  organ¬ 
ization  in  the  feminist  men’s 
movement;  a  pro-choice  abortion 
rally  in  the  university  student 
union;  a  political  demonstration 
through  a  residential  and  small 
commercial  business  district  of 
Milwaukee.  The  demonstrators, 
almost  all  of  whom  were  men, 
walked  arm-in-arm  or  hand-in- 
hand  in  pairs  as  a  show  of  support 
for  gay  rights. 


Workshops  and  playshops 
during  the  conference  ranged 
from  one  and  a  half  to  six  hours  in 
length  and  included  Gay-Bi- 
Straight  Sharing  and  Caring; 
Androgynous  Alternatives; 
Fathers  &  Children;  Patriarchy  & 
Matriarchy;  Reproductive 

Freedom;  Toward  a  Positive  Fag¬ 
got  Identity;  Male  Privilege:  What 
It  Is  and  How  to  Give  It  Up;  A 
Dialogue  Among  Third  World 
Men;  Jealousy,  Anger  &  Self- 
Esteem;  Rape;  Gay  Oriented 
Therapy;  Men,  Sex  and  Intimacy; 
The  E^;  New  Games;  The 
Dilemma  of  Male  Power;  and 
Non-Violence  &  Anger. 

The  cultural  events  at  the  con¬ 
ference  are  a  healthy  indication 
that  faggot  and  non-sexist  men’s 
cultures  are  beginning  to  take 
form.  Singing  and  ritual  were 
included  in  both  the  opening  and 
closing  sessions  and  one  fairy  cir¬ 
cle  included  over  50  people,  both 
gay  and  non-gay,  women  and 
men.  Performers  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  included  Mangrove,  a  con¬ 
tact  improvisation  theatre  group 
from  San  Francisco;  Jeff  Morgan, 
men’s  movement  singer  and  song¬ 
writer  from  Nashville  who  sang 
“Homophobia,”  “Men  Support¬ 
ing  Men,”  “The  Matador” 
(about  domestic  violence),  “Take 
Back  the  Night”  (anti-rape  song), 
and  “I  Want  to  be  Silly.”  Femi¬ 
nist  singer  and  songwriter  Chris¬ 
tine  Lems  from  Champaign  sang 
“Mammary  Glands,”  “ERA,” 
“Take  Back  the  Night”  and 
“How  Nice”  (a  gay/lesbian  love 
Continued  on  Page  6 
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AMAZONS  AGAINST  NUKES:  The  women  pictured  were  among 
more  than  3,500  people  who  participated  in  an  anti-nuclear  protest  in 
Wall  Street,  Manhattan,  on  Oct.  28.  The  demonstration,  entitled  “Take  It 
to  Wall  Street,”  resulted  in  the  arrests  of  more  than  1,000  people. 


Women’s  Commission  Gets 
New  Director 


CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The 
Cambridge  Commission  on  the 
Status  of  Women  recently  an¬ 
nounced  the  appointment  of 
Kathleen  Glynn  to  fill  the  position 
of  Executive  Director  of  the  Com¬ 
mission.  Glynn  brings  to  the  job 
“a  long-standing  involvement 
within  the  feminist  community 
and  a  firm  commitment  to  the 
cause  of  women’s  rights,”  said 
Commission  spokespersons.  She 
has  had  much  experience  on  legis¬ 
lative  concerns,  via  her  involve¬ 
ment  with  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  and  is 
currently  finishing  up  her  term 
with  Boston  NOW  as  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  for  Public  Relations. 

Glynn,  who  began  employment 
with  the  Commission  on  October 
29,  was  formerly  employed  in  an 
administrative  position  at  a  retire¬ 
ment  home  for  the  elderly  and  has 
a  personal  interest  in  the  field  of 
aging.  She  hopes  to  utilize  this 
experience  in  addressing  the  par¬ 
ticular  needs  of  older  women  in 
Cambridge. 

The  Commission,  while  imple¬ 


menting  its  mandate  to  address 
diverse  issus  affecting  Cambridge 
women,  will  emphasize  the  areas  of 
employment  and  unemployment. 
Reflecting  the  sentiment  of  the 
Commission,  the  new  Executive 
Director  noted:  “Few  issues  are  so 
fundamental  to  a  cross-section  of 
Cambridge  women  and  few  so 
clearly  reflect  the  complex  web  of 
related  needs  in  the  lives  of 
women.  For  them,  the  issues  sur¬ 
rounding  employment  and  unem¬ 
ployment  are  many:  safe,  acces¬ 
sible  transportation;  freedom 
from  sexual  harassment  on  the 
job;  inadequate  provision  of  day 
care;  access  to  on  the  job  pro¬ 
motion;  provision  of  vocational 
training ...  the  list  goes  on.” 

The  Commission’s  office  hours 
are  9  a.m.-5  p.m.  Monday 
through  Friday.  It  welcomes  the 
inquiries,  input  and  comments  of 
all  Cambridge  women  as  to  its 
activities.  The  Commission  office 
is  located  in  Rm.  211 A  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  City  Hall  and  can  be 
reached  at  (617)  498-9000,  Ext. 
9473. 


News  Commentary 

Men’s  Liberation: 
What’s  In  It  for  Us? 


Kathleen  Glynn,  new  Executive  Director  of  the  Cambridge  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  of  Women 
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disgusted 

Dear  GCN  Editor, 

We  in  San  Francisco  are  as  disgusted  as  other 
Gay  folks  around  the  country  at  the  lack  of 
honest  coverage  of  our  March  on  Washington. 
Let  us  keep  in  mind  that  all  the  major  papers  in 
this  country  are  owned  not  by  the  community, 
but  by  very  rich  people.  Their  main  goal  is 
making  money  and  maintaining  the  status  quo. 

If  we  truly  want  a  free  and  honest  society,  we 
must  dedicate  ourselves  and  our  pocketbooks  to 
GCN  and  other  alternative  institutions.  The 
Boston  Globe  and  the  San  Francisco  Examiner 
(Mr.  Hearst’s  rag)  have  no  interest  in  broadening 
the  base  of  power  in  this  country.  So  don’t  hold 
your  breath  waiting  for  a  change  in  their 
reporting  of  our  events. 

Sincerely, 
Sarah  Field 
San  Francisco,  CA 


on  bridges 

To  the  Editors  of  GCN: 

As  a  comparatively  new  reader  of  your  news¬ 
paper,  I  have  been  puzzled  in  the  last  six  months 
by  what  appears  to  be  your  editorial  vendetta 
against  any  gay  who  is  not  concentrating  exclu¬ 
sively  one  hundred  per  cent  of  the  time  on  the 
protection,  support,  and  emotional  coddling  of 
other  gays. 

A  case  in  point  is  your  reporting  on  Elaine 
Noble  and  her  work  as  an  aide  to  Mayor  White; 
and  the  letter  on  the  same  subject  in  the  Novem¬ 
ber  3  issue  of  GCN  made  me  angry  enough  to 
write  a  rebuttal. 

As  1  understand  it,  Ms.  Noble’s  job  is  not  as 
liaison  between  the  Mayor’s  office  and  the  gay 
community  in  Boston  —  another  appointee  has 
that  job.  Her  work  is  liaison  with  federal  and 
state  officials  on  city  projects,  from  which  gays 
benefit  potentially  no  more  and  no  less  than 
straight  people.  This  being  so,  I  do  not  under¬ 
stand  why  she  is  criticized  for  doing  her  own  job 
and  not  the  job  that  belongs  to  someone  else. 

This  issue  seems  to  me  to  point  towards  a  real 
problem  in  the  gay  community.  We  say,  and  I 
think  rightly,  that  gays  have  more  than  the  aver¬ 
age  share  of  talents,  imagination,  and  sensitivity. 
We  say  that  ‘we  are  everywhere’  and  that  it  is 
time  for  the  straight  world  to  accept  us  as  people 
with  the  rights  and  privileges  that  are  taken  for 
granted  by  other  citizens.  I  believe  that  we  will 
gain  this  acceptance,  not  by  turning  in  on  our¬ 
selves,  but  by  reaching  out  to  the  straight  world 
—  invading  it,  if  you  like  —  with  our  superior 
and  beautiful  talents.  We  are  everywhere,  we  are 
beautiful,  and  we  are  equipped  to  contribute  to  a 
better  society  than  the  one  we  are  living  in.  The 
gays  —  like  Ms.  Noble  —  who  build  bridges  to 
the  straight  world  are  advancing  our  cause  far 
more  than  the  gays  who  can  function  only  when 
surrounded  and  supported  by  other  gays. 

If  you,  as  editors  of  GCN,  have  the  guts  to 
print  this  letter,  we  will  all  take  a  step  in  the  right 
direction. 

Sincerely, 

Margaret  Way 
Peterborough,  NH 

red-baiting 

response 

To  the  Editor, 

The  October  27  GCN  ran  my  article  “100,0(X) 
March  on  Washington.”  This  letter  responds  to 
Amy  Grabel’s  November  17  criticism  of  that 
article: 

1)  How  do  I  know  RSL  is  predominantly 
straight?  RSL  officials  whom  I  interviewed  for 
my  July  26  article  “Chicago  Organizers  Expel 
RSL”  told  me  so.  These  officials  included  Laura 
Wadeby  and  Sharon  Payne. 

2)  IVhat  does  it  matter?  The  presence  of 
straight  people  in  the  gay  community  and  their 
attempt  to  influence  gay  politics  is  as  serious  an 
issue  as  the  presence  of  white  people  in  the  black 
community  and  their  attempt  to  influence  black 
politics. 

3)  I  reported  that  RSL  chanted  “Gay  rights  are 
gay  riots,"  which  Amy  Grabel  remembers  as 
"Gay  rights  or  gay  riots.  ”  Along  with  me, 
March  officials  heard  a  violent  chant,  evidenced 
shortly  after  RSL  struck  up  this  chant  by  March 
Midwest  co-chair  Sylvia  Robinson’s 
admonishment  that  marchers  desist  from  violent 
slogans. 

4)  How  do  I  know  RSL  members  were  pro¬ 
voking  the  police?  Read  my  article.  March 
marshalls  observed  it. 

Cordially, 

Rick  Hillegas 
Cambridge,  MA 


STUDENTS 

Each  semester  GCN  takes  on  several 
student  interns  in  the  news,  fea¬ 
tures,  and  art  departments.  If  you 
'are  interested  in  such  a  position  for 
either  the  month  of  January  or  for 
the  spring  semester,  contact  us  now- 


on  reality 

Dear  GCN  Friends, 

Boston  Bus  #3  began  it’s  journey  to  the 
October  14,  1979  National  March  on  Washing¬ 
ton  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  and  the  excite¬ 
ment  and  energy  generated  within  it  filled  every 
cell  in  my  body.  1  had  been  to  Washington  for 
many  civil  rights  and  Vietnam  p>eace  marches 
but  for  the  first  time  I  was  to  be  marching  for 
myself.  I  was  going  to  fight  against  my  own  op¬ 
pression,  demand  my  own  freedom  and  celebrate 
my  very  existence. 

As  I  looked  into  the  faces  of  each  woman  on 
the  bus  I  knew  we  each  had  our  own  private 
reasons  for  participating  yet  we  felt  strong  and 
united.  We  sang  together  —  songs  of  love,  of 
strength,  of  spirit.  Songs  that  filled  our  souls. 

We  danced  and  celebrated  all  Saturday  night. 
And  we  were  100, (X)0  joyous,  angry,  hopeful, 
beautiful  people  marching  together  on  Sunday. 
The  overwhelming  awe  created  by  the  sheer 
numbers!  All  risking  our  selves  and  claiming  our 
selves  by  being  visible. 

But  when  our  bus  finally  left  to  return  to 
Boston  I  wondered  if  1  had  only  forgotten  for 
one  day  the  paranoia  and  politics  of  the  “real 
world.”  What  was  the  reality  of  this  weekend? 
What  is  the  reality  of  our  lives?  Was  it  the  in¬ 
tense,  radiant  feelings  of  the  women  on  the  bus? 
Was  it  the  sweet  harmony  of  the  songs  we  sang? 
Or  was  it  the  taxi  driver  who  wouldn’t  give  us  a 
ride?  Or  the  waitress  who  forgot  to  serve  us? 
Was  it  the  joy  and  strength  of  being  together?  Or 
simply  the  unspoken  promise  to  protect  and  care 
for  each  other  in  a  strange  place?  Was  it  feeling 
freedom?  Feeling  ecstacy?  Feeling  unity?  How 
about  the  young  kid  on  the  street  who  was  afraid 
to  talk  to  us?  Was  it  the  immeasureable  spiritual 
strength  that  Z.  Budapest  evokes  for  me?  The 
Great  American  Coming  Out  Party?  Or  was 
reality  finding  out  that  no  one  wants  to  drive 
your  lesbian  bus  back  to  Boston?  Or  that  there 
were  no  women  bus  drivers?  Is  it  the  lies  of  the 
media?  Can  they  succeed  in  obliterating  one  of 
the  most  significant  and  glorious  moments  in  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  history?  Is  that  reality?  Was  reality 
the  need  to  have  this  march  at  all?  Was  it  recog¬ 
nizing  that  we  still  have  to  conquer  the  myths  and 
the  ignorant  minds? 

Is  it  possible  to  create  and  live  our  own  reali¬ 
ties  as  lesbians  and  gay  men?  I  believe  we  must 
do  this,  and  we  have  been  doing  this  already  for 
many  years.  We  can  choose  our  own  reality.  The 
March  on  Washington  strengthened  my  personal 
belief  that  there  is  a  lesbian  nation  already  in  ex¬ 
istence.  I  choose  it  as  my  reality.  I  choose 
strength  and  love  and  joy  and  spiritual  fulfill¬ 
ment.  I  choose  my  life.  I  choose  my  self.  Reality! 

Joyce  Fishman 
Cochituate,  MA 


the  flashlight’s 
beam 

Dear  GCN  Readers: 

I  was  deeply  touched  by  Rus  Dowda’s  poign¬ 
ant  and  angry  letter  about  the  pangs  of  returning 
to  her  closeted  life  as  a  gay  teacher  after  exper¬ 
iencing  the  joys  of  liberation  at  the  March.  It  re¬ 
minded  me  of  my  own  anguish  in  1977  as  Anita 
Bryant  spread  her  message  of  hate  and  bigotry 
across  the  country.  My  fear  and  anger  fueled  my 
activism,  and  I  joined  New  York  City’s  Gay 
Teachers  Association.  The  experience  has  been 
rewarding  in  every  way. 

To  Rus  and  to  the  many  other  teachers  we  saw 
and  who  saw  us  behind  the  lavender  and  red 
GTA  banner  in  Washington,  I  would  like  to 
offer  hope  and  encouragement.  In  spite  of  all  the 
set-backs,  slowly  but  surely,  positive  change  is 
taking  place.  For  example.  New  York  State 
Commissioner  of  Education  Gordon  Ambach 
recently  declared  on  television,  “There  should  be 
no  bar,  and  indeed  there  is  no  bar,  to  a  person 
who  is  a  declared  homosexual  teaching  in  the 
schools.”  Such  a  statement  by  such  an  official  is 
a  bright  ray  of  light  for  gay  teachers  floundering 
in  the  darkness  of  fear  and  oppression.  It  may 
illumine  no  more  than  a  flashlight’s  beam,  but 
the  night  is  no  longer  quite  so  ominous. 

There  is  an  incredible  amount  of  work  to  be 
done  before  gay  teachers  are  free,  however.  In 
New  York  City,  we  can  afford  to  be  more  open, 
but  in  Oklahoma,  gay  teachers  can  be  fired  under 
the  law.  In  between  is  the  whole  spectrum,  from 
comfortable  closets  to  panic  and  heartache.  If 
you  are  a  gay  teacher,  find  each  other  if  you  can, 
nurture  each  other  and  become  involved  in  the 
struggle  to  combat  homophobia  in  the  schools. 
Write  to  GTA  for  information  and  a  free  news¬ 
letter  (204  Lincoln  Place,  Brooklyn,  NY  11217) 
or  ask  us  about  existing  gay  teacher  organiza¬ 
tions.  If  there  is  none  near  you,  let  us  know 
where  you  are  and  we’ll  try  to  put  you  in  touch 
with  gay  colleagues.  Volunteer  to  be  a  contact 
person  for  gay  teachers  in  your  area  (as  a  Detroit 
man  did  at  the  March).  You  need  not  despair; 
you  are  not  alone  and  you  can  make  a  difference. 

With  appreciation, 

Phyllis  Yuill 
Brooklyn,  NY 


Distribution  Manager 

GCN  needs  someone  to  join  our 
distribution  team  (for  our  iocal 
distribution  route).  This  is  a  part- 
time  position.  Contact  Richard 
Burns  at  426-4469.  You’ii  need 
transportation. _ 


arlie  scott  and 
national  now 

To  the  Editor; 

I  would  like  to  add  some  observations  to  your 
article  (“Lesbian  Defeated  in  NOW  Re-Election 
Bid,”  Cindy  Stein,  Gay  Community  News, 
October  27,  1979)  on  the  significance  of  the 
recent  national  NOW  convention  and  particular¬ 
ly  on  NOW’s  failure  to  re-elect  Arlie  Scott  as 
Vice  President-Action. 

First,  denying  re-election  to  the  first  open 
lesbian  Vice-President  of  NOW  and  passing  a 
strong  lesbian  rights  resolution  at  the  same  time 
were  in  no  way  contradictory.  At  its  simplest,  the 
resolution  offers  an  appointed  staff  person  in 
exchange  for  an  elected  officer.  Scott  supporters 
were  not  unaware  of  this  exchange  but  supported 
the  resolution  since  a  full-time  staff  person 
working  on  gay  rights  was  a  useful  and  long 
overdue  proposal,  regardless  of  the  outcome  of 
the  elections.  (Yet,  even  this  resolution  is  hardly 
an  advance  since  NOW  pledged  1  l/o  of  its  budget 
to  the  lesbian  rights  issue  in  1975,  and  the  1979 
budget  item  of  $25,000  out  of  a  3 ’A  million 
dollar  budget  is  still  less  than  that  commitment.) 
Further,  such  a  staff  position  could  have  been 
proposed  by  Smeal  at  any  time  over  the  past  2Vi 
years,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  it  was  used 
instead  as  a  campaign  ploy.  The  point  is  we 
should  have  both:  open  lesbian  leadership  in 
NOW  working  on  any  number  of  issues  and  paid 
staff  with  responsibility  for  gay  rights  —  both  of 
which  Scott  has  proposed  and  represented  in 
NOW. 

The  NOW  actions  reflect  a  trend  in  parts  of 
the  women’s  movement  to  accept  the  gay  rights 
issue  while  ghettoizing  and  containing  lesbians. 
All  of  us  who  have  worked  to  put  gay  rights  on 
the  agenda  of  feminism  are  glad  to  see  that  issue 
progress.  But  we  must  also  recognize  how  it  can 
be  used.  Particularly,  we  must  oppose  the 
tendency  to  accept  open  lesbian  leadership  only 
on  that  issue  and  to  confine  our  visibility  in  other 
areas.  Lesbians  today  often  face  a  new  form  of 
the  closet  choice:  either  work  openly  as  a  lesbian 
on  gay  rights  or  work  on  other  issues  but  down¬ 
play  if  not  publicly  deny  your  lesbianism.  Our 
struggle  for  gay  rights  includes  the  right  to  work 
openly  in  every  political  arena,  including  highly 
visible  positions  such  as  Vice-President,  or  even 
President  of  NOW.  Indeed,  that  Arlie  Scott 
might  become  the  first  open  lesbian  president  of 
NOW  in  1981  if  she  was  re-elected  in  this  election 
was  used  against  her.  The  innuendos  and  fears 
raised  around  this  prospect  told  us  that  lesbians 
still  face  a  “you  can  go  only  so  far”  barrier  even 
within  the  women’s  movement. 

While  the  lesbian  issue  was  involved  in  Scott’s 
campaign,  it  was  not  the  only  issue.  Cindy  Stein 
concludes  that  it  will  never  be  clear  whether  Arlie 
Scott  was  defeated  because  of  “her  sexual  pre¬ 
ference  or  her  politics  or  her  status  in  opposition 
to  a  ‘political  machine’  or  simply  because  Ellie 
Smeal  could  not  work  with  her.”  We  need  not 
choose  between  these  factors.  All  of  them  played 
a  part  in  the  campaign  and  were  mutually  rein¬ 
forcing.  Scott  opposed  the  political  trends  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  Smeal  slate  which  put  her  in 
conflict  with  the  “machine”  and  with  a  president 
who  she  had  worked  with  for  seven  years  but 
who  preferred  to  have  her  hand  picked  and 
uniform  slate,  rather  than  diversity  among  the 
NOW  officers. 

With  the  election  of  Smeal’s  slate  and  the 
defeat  of  Scott  and  the  only  racial  minority  can¬ 
didate,  Sharon  Parker,  NOW  is  moving  toward  a 
centralized  power  structure  concentrated  in  the 
hands  of  one  person.  Call  it  a  “political 
machine”  or  an  “effective  strategy,”  the  result  is 
the  same:  the  eradication  of  internal  dissent  and 
the  elimination  of  diversity  in  the  politics  and 
experiences  of  the  NOW  leadership,  done  in  the 
name  of  political  expedience  on  the  single  issue 
of  the  ERA.  The  1979  NOW  convention  has  ser¬ 
iously  weakened  —  rather  than  strengthened  — 
NOW  in  the  view  of  many  feminists.  One  of  the 
strengths  of  feminism  is  its  respect  for  diversity 
and  its  recognition  that  the  means  do  affect  the 
end  goal.  In  taking  a  dramatic  step  in  the  oppo¬ 
site  direction,  NOW  has  separated  itself  from 
that  strength  and  alienated  many  within  the 
organization  and  the  movement  generally.  We 
can  only  hope  that  the  NOW  leadership  will 
evaluate  the  costs  of  such  expedience  and  move 
toward  a  more  inclusive  view  of  feminism  in  the 
future.  ' 

Charlotte  Bunch 
Brooklyn,  NY 
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^^Speaking  Out— » 
Gays  and  the  Holocaust 


By  John  Mehring 

Over  the  past  few  years  increasing  attention  has  been  focused  on  the  brutal  attempt  by 
the  Nazis  immediately  before  and  during  World  War  II  to  liquidate  the  Jews,  the  Poles,  the 
Gypsies,  a  spectrum  of  Third  Reich  political  and  religious  dissidents,  and  other  so-called 
“undesirables.”  Not  only  are  efforts  being  made  to  expand  our  knowledge  of  the  Holo¬ 
caust  to  include  non- Jewish  victims  but  the  facilitators  of  such  a  process  are  themselves,  in 
many  cases,  also  coming  from  a  non-Jewish  background.  Though  the  concern  and  the  per¬ 
spective  surrounding  the  study  of  the  Holocaust  remain  fundamentally  and  understandably 
Jewish-centered,  participants  in  and  observers  of  the  subject  —  including  many  prominent 
Jews  —  have  called  for  a  “broader  approach”  to  the  problem  as,  in  Simon  Wiesenthal’s 
words,  “the  Jews  need  the  help  of  others  to  prevent  new  holocausts.” 

Given  this  trend  it  was  not,  therefore,  imexpected  that  when  President  Carter’s 
Commission  on  the  Holocaust  (appointed  last  November)  submitted  its  final  report  to  the 
White  House  recently,  commission  members,  in  calling  for  the  creation  in  Washington  of  a 
national  memorial  and  museum  and  the  concomitant  development  of  an  educational  foun¬ 
dation  in  witness  to  the  conflagration’s  victims,  expressly  recommended  that  the  Poles,  the 
Gypsies,  and  other  “decimated  groups”  be  included  in  any  attempt  to  memorialize  and 
address  all  the  dimensions  of  the  Holocaust.  There  was,  however,  absolutely  no  mention  in 
the  committee’s  report  of  the  systematic  destruction  of  an  estimated  250,000  homosexual 
bearers  of  the  pink  triangle. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  in  receiving  the  report.  Carter  said  the  American 
people  must  “forge  an  unshakable  oath”  with  all  civilized  people  that  “never  again  will  the 
world  look  the  other  way  or  fail  to  act  in  time  to  prevent  the  terrible  crime  of  genocide. 
Putting  the  official  report  and  presidential  rhetoric  aside,  what  we  have  here  is  one  more 
instance  of  yet  another  “crime  of  silence”  (see  Doug  Ireland’s  “The  New  Homophobia: 
Open  Season  on  Gay,”  GCN,  October  6),  perpetrated  on  our  community  by  those  —  both 
Jew  and  Gentile  alike  —  who  share  with  us  a  common  oppression. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  accept  a  plea  of  ignorance  on  their  behalf.  These  people  simply 
do  not  want  to  know.  Or,  more  ominously,  they  just  don’t  care  to  know. 

In  an  essay  (“Hell  Reconsidered”)  appearing  in  the  New  York  Review  of  Books  (June 
29,  1978),  noted  author  William  Styron,  commenting  on  the  depiction  of  Auschwitz  in 
Richard  Rubenstein’s  The  Cunning  of  History,  relates  how  “one  hesitates  before  bringing 
up  the  suffering  of  these  other  [non-Jewish]  people.”  But  for  Styron,  nonetheless, 

the  unutterable  degradation,  horror,  and  vile  deaths  which  they  so  often  shared  with  the  Jews 
remain  to  trouble  the  mind  —  all  the  more  so  because  of  the  continuing  ignorance  regarding 
their  fate.  Theirs  is  a  history  of  anguish  which  still  seems  to  dwell  dimly  if  at  all  in  the  public 
consciousness. 

And  after  viewing  a  David  Susskind  panel  on  the  Holocaust  and  appalled  by  a  Susskind 
query  to  the  non-Jewish  participants,  asking  in  effect:  “Why  should  you  Gentiles  be  inter¬ 


ested  in  the  Nazis?  Why,  not  being  Jewish,  are  you  concerned  about  the  Holocaust?” 
Styron  fashioned  his  own  reply: 

Most  emphatically  (I  wished  to  say)  Mr.  Susskind  should  be  enlightened  about  the  vast 
numbers  of  Gentiles  who  partook  in  the  same  perdition  visited  upon  the  Jews,  those  who  were 
starved  and  tortured  to  death  at  Ravensbruck  and  Dachau,  and  the  droves  who  perished  as 
slaves  at  Auschwitz.  Such  ignorance  seemed  to  me  by  now  impermissible,  (emphasis  mine) 

At  the  end  of  the  essay  Styron  recounts  the  various  groups  subjected  to  the  Nazi  ideology 
and  its  consequences  and  in  summation  declares  that  “we  shall  perhaps  never  even  begin  to 
understand  the  Holocaust  until  we  are  able  to  discern  the  shadows  of  the  enormity  looming 
beyond  the  enormity  we  already  know.”  Yet  there  is  no  mention  of  the  fate  of  homo¬ 
sexuals,  in  or  out  of  those  shadows.  But  Styron  went  pretty  far.  Much  further  than  most, 
although  he  didn’t  go  far  enough. 

After  I  read  that  essay,  I  wrote  a  letter-using  the  appropriate  academic  jargon  —  to  the 
NYRB  protesting  the  exclusion  of  gay  people  from  the  very  purpose  of  the  Styron  article: 
that  in  order  to  forge  a  better  tomorrow  for  all  of  us  we  must  begin  here  and  now  to 
conscientiously  comprehend  the  past  as  it  has  dealt  with  each  and  every  one  of  us.  That 
Styron  singularly  failed  to  do.  And  the  editors  at  the  Review  quite  pointedly  chose  to  go 
along  with  that  fact. 

I  can  do  nothing  about  the  non-publication  of  last  year’s  letter.  But  as  a  citizen  of  this 
country  I  can  —  and  will  —  do  something  about  any  public/private  moves  toward 
affirming  and  implementing  the  commission’s  recommendations.  Besides  letters  to  con- 
gresspeople,  I  think  it  would  be  most  effective  if  such  organizations  as  the  Gay  Academic 
Union  chapters,  gay  Jewish  groups,  as  well  as  others  made  concerted  efforts  to  raise  con¬ 
sciousness  on  the  issue  and  force  the  Commission  to  confront  its  own  sin  of  omission. 

There  is  a  growing  body  of  source  material  on  the  Nazi  persecutions  of  gays  upon 
which  to  draw.  Jim  Steakley,  David  Thorstad  and  John  Lauritsen,  and  Richard  Plant  have 
all  researched  and  published  on  the  topic.  Ira  Glasser,  former  executive  director  of  the  New 
York  Civil  Liberties  Union,  wrote  a  supportive  and  cogent  piece  on  the  subject  for  the  op¬ 
ed  page  in  the  September  10,  1975  New  York  Times.  And  what  may  prove  to  be  the  most 
effective  and  dramatic  —  though  ostensibly  fictional  —  account  of  the  period  for  gays  will 
be  presented  shortly  on  Broadway  with  the  production  of  American  playwright  Martin 
Sherman’s  London-acclaimed  concentration  camp  portrayal.  Bent. 

To  me  as  a  human  being,  the  issue  is  humanitarian.  To  me  as  a  historian,  the  issue  is 
relevant.  But  for  me  as  a  gay  person,  the  issue  goes  beyond  symbolism,  and  continuity,  to 
the  very  question  of  our  existence  as  a  community.  If  we  are  refused  acknowledgement  of 
our  darkest  hour,  how  can  we  possibly  feel  safe  and  secure  in  our  contemporary,  emerging- 
into-the-sunshine  exhileration?  We  must  be  morally  responsible  not  only  to  the  past  —  to 
the  martyrs  of  the  pink  triangle  —  but  also  to  ourselves  and  to  the  legacy  we  bestow  on  the 
future. 


March  on  Washington 

Debts 


By  The  Massachusetts  Coalition  for  the  March  on  Washington 

The  March  on  Washington  Committee  was  mandated  by  their  electors  in  this  state  and 
by  the  broader  Houston  Conference  to  send  as  many  people  to  Washington  D.C.  as 
possible,  regardless  of  income.  Massachusetts  subsidized  over  16%  of  the  bus  riders  to  the 
march,  above  and  beyond  the  22  member  gay  youth  contingent,  which  was  subsidized  by 
this  year’s  carnival.  This  is  subsidy  by  committee  as  opposed  to  private  subsidy.  We  had 
one  of  the  four  largest  contingents  in  the  march  and  “did  our  state  proud”  with  the  coop¬ 
eration  and  spirit  we  brought  with  us.  But  the  few  (six,  in  all)  benefits  and  the  limited 
private  funds  received  do  not  cover  the  final  bills  coming  in.  We  had  no  administrative 
costs  other  than  our  phone,  which  was  constantly  active  and  on  which  we  relied  to  keep 
contact  with  other  organizers  in  the  country.  We  have  three  advertising  bills  which  were  to 
be  shared  by  one  of  the  places  we  held  a  benefit,  but  their  part  of  it  has  not  been  forth¬ 
coming.  So  we  ask  for  the  aid  of  those  who  wished  to  go  to  Washington  and  didn’t,  those 
who  made  their  way  past  the  collectors  during  the  Boston/Boston  benefit  (nearly  half  of 
the  people  attending;  contributions  were  requested,  not  demanded  at  the  request  of  the 
management).  Those  bars  and  businesses  not  participating  could  be  of  immeasurable  help 
by  sending  a  $20.00  check,  and  individuals  can  be  of  help  by  sending  one  to  five  dollars  to 
the  March  Committee  c/o  GCN.  Those  whom  we  subsidized  could  be  of  help  if  they  have 
some  money  at  this  point.  If  we  collect  more  than  we  need,  it  will  be  sent  to  cover  the 
nationl  debt.  As  states  go,  we  owe  less  than  most  (approx.  $500.00)  and,  unlike  the  anti¬ 
nuke  movement,  we  are  not  a  chic  national  cause  with  “angels”  to  help  us. 

We  rely  totally  on  individuals  within  our  community  to  support  the  struggle  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Liberation. 


All  of  the  delegates  were  committed  individuals  with  little  or  no  experience  in  this  kind 
of  massive  state  organizing  effort.  We  accomplished  much  with  the  help  of  Glad  Day 
Books,  G.C.N.,  Buddies,  The  Paradise  Cafe,  Boston/Boston,  The  House  Restaurant, 
Somewhere,  and  the  initial  advertisers  in  our  ad  booklet  which  helped  send  our  delegates  to 
Houston.  Special  thanks  go  to  Linda  Carford  of  Beacon  Tours,  Ann  McGuire  of  Some¬ 
where,  Jerry  Moldenhauer  of  Glad  Day  Books,  Jack  Rubin  and  the  carnival  organizers; 
Don,  Ramsey,  Kathy  MacDonald,  and  the  fabulous  Costa  of  Sporters,  along  with  the 
Carnival  participants. 

All  the  debt  incurred  is  within  our  own  community,  including  the  phone  bill  (which 
was  an  extra  number  hook-up  at  Glad  Day.)  It  is  our  hope  that  this  appeal  will  garner  the 
needed  funds.  Our  books,  such  as  they  are,  are  available  to  any  responsible  member  of  the 
community. 

Thank  You, 

Mass.  Coalition  for  the  March  on  Washington 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Community  Voices 


in  middle-sized 
cities 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  great  supporter  of  the  Gay  Community 
News  and  have  been  buying  the  newspaper  for 
several  years  now.  ...  I  never  miss  an  issue.  I 
have  read  the  various  debates  over  the  years  such 
as  “too  feminist,”  “not  enough  about  man/boy 
love,”  “more  third  world,”  etc.  There  is  one 
subject  that  the  GCN  has  never  really  broached. 
The  •  gays  in  middle-sized  cities.  We  have  had 
endless  tales  of  the  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  large 
cities  around  the  world  and  we  have  even  read 
about  the  gays  in  tiny  out-of-the-way  towns  from 
coast  to  coast.  But  a  good  deal  of  the  gay  popu¬ 
lation,  like  their  straight  counterparts,  live  in 
middle-sized  cities.  I’m  talking  about  the  gay 
people  in  such  Massachusetts  cities  as  New  Bed¬ 
ford,  Fall  River,  Hyannis,  Taunton,  etc. 

We  all  know  about  the  countless  “gay 
oriented”  things  to  do  in  Boston,  Worchester, 
Providence  and  similar  large  cities.  But  what  do 
the  faggots  of  Taunton  do  on  Thursday  nights? 
Or  the  dykes  of  Fall  River?  The  gays  of  the 
middle-sized  cities  in  Massachusetts  and  nearby 
Rhode  Island  have  different  routines  and  habits 
that  gays  from  larger  and  smaller  communities 
are  unaware  of. 

Everyone  knows  the  gay  scene  in  Boston  for 
'example.  We  all  know  about  the  many  many 
options  open  to  gay  people.  If  you  hate  discos 
you  can  go  to  a  coffee  house  or  a  piano  bar.  If 
you  hate  bars  completely  you  can  drop  into  a  gay 


rap  center  or  one  of  several  gay  churches.  The 
Boston  gays  have  several  politically  oriented 
groups  to  turn  to  for  support  and  companion¬ 
ship.  There  are  gay  psychiatrists,  gay  priests,  gay 
bookstores,  gay  restaurants,  gay  theatres,  etc. 

The  small  town  has  an  appeal  of  its  own.  Most 
of  the  gay  people  know  each  other  and  socialize 
together.  Since  they  probably  don’t  have  a  gay 
bar  or  organization  in  town  they  frequently  go  to 
the  city  as  a  group.  Or  if  they  prefer  to  stay  in 
town  they  have  private  house  parties  for  their  gay 
friends. 

Many  novels  and  non-fiction  books  about 
these  two  rather  distinct  (if  somewhat  opposite) 
groups  have  been  written.  But  we  people  in  the 
middle-sized  cities  are  always  left  out.  Not  being 
on  either  extreme  most  people  just  don’t  see  us  as 
interesting. 

Let  me  use  New  Bedford  as  an  example.  New 
Bedford  has  about  1 30,000  people  in  the  area  in 
and  around  the  city.  If  the  10%  figure  is  correct 
then  we  have  about  13,000  gays  in  the  greater 
New  Bedford  area.  We  have  one  gay  bar  called 
The  Meeting  Place  which  has  a  steady  clientele  of 
about  500  regulars  and  God  only  knows  how 
many  semi-regulars  and  occasional  strays.  The 
bar  is  a  dreary  tacky  little  place  but  it  is  home  to 
all  the  gays  in  New  Bedford.  Friday  and  Sunday 
nights  are  the  big  nights  at  The  Meeting  Place. 
There  might  be  200  jjeople  at  any  one  time  on 
these  nights.  Thursday  and  Saturday  are  busy 
but  not  like  the  other  two  nights.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  week  you  can  have  the  bar  to 
yourself  if  you  wander  in  alone. 

The  Meeting  Place  is  full  of  social  groups. 


Either  you  belong  to  a  group  or  you  generally  sit 
alone.  Those  are  the  basic  categories  you  fall 
into.  If  someone,  comes  into  The  Meeting  Place 
more  than  2  or  3  times  they  usually  end  up  in  one 
group  or  another.  The  “group”  usually  sits 
together  every  time  they  happen  to  be  in  the  bar 
on  the  same  night.  You  float  around  and  chat 
with  faces  you  know  from  the  bar  but  you  always 
end  up  back  with  your  own  group.  It’s  com¬ 
forting. 

The  Meeting  Place  plays  disco  and  serves  the 
cheapest  drinks  in  town.  Not  exactly  the  sort  of 
place  Jackie  O  would  go  out  of  her  way  to  get  to 
but  it’s  ours.  No  smog  on  the  floor.  No  “Gay 
Night  To  Re-elect  the  Mayor.”  No  fabulous 
light  shows. 

What  we  do  have  is  the  opportunity  to  make 
friends  much  easier  than  the  gays  in  the  bars  of 
large  cities.  You  might  spot  someone  you  would 
give  a  year  of  your  life  to  speak  with  at  the  1270 
in  Boston.  But  you  may  come  back  every  night 
for  three  years  hoping  to  find  them  again  and 
never  see  them  again.  In  New  Bedford  since  the 
Meeting  Place  is  the  only  bar  the  chances  of 
getting  to  know  someone  you’re  interested  in  is 
very  good.  There’s  always  someone  who  knows 
them,  or  works  with  them,  or  went  to  school  with 
them,  etc. 

We  have  one  gay  organization  called  The 
United  Gav  Alliance.  The  main  purpose  of  the 


UGA  is  to  arrange  clambakes  for  the  New 
Bedford’s  gays  at  the  beach  in  July  and  throwing 
various  dances  during  the  year.  Bruce  Voeller 
would  shit. 

I’m  not  trying  to  sell  the  gay  life  of  the  middle- 
sized  cities  nor  am  1  knocking  it.  It  is  right  for 
many  many  people.  There  are  advantages  as  well 
as  disadvantages.  I  just  want  someone  to  realize 
that  there  are  gay  people  in  New  Bedford  and 
Fall  River.  Our  gay  teachers  won’t  unite.  We  will 
never  have  an  equal  rights  movement  pop  up. 
Our  gay  high  school  students  won’t  protest  to 
Mayor  Markey.  Nor  will  our  gay  cops  decide  to 
band  together  to  show  that  gay  law  officers  are  a 
realilty. 

Many  of  us  still  sneak  around  in  shadows  and 
lie  about  going  to  The  Meeting  Place  to  our 
parents  and  friends.  We’re  still  small  enough  so 
that  gossip  is  a  thing  to  worry  about.  Many  gays 
still  park  their  cars  blocks  away  from  The 
Meeting  Place  so  that  passing  relatives  won’t 
raise  eyebrows  or  make  curious  remarks  at 
supper. 

Keep  up  the  good  work.  But  please  have  one  of 
your  fine  reporters  check  out  Hyannis  or  New 
Bedford  or  Newport  and  see  how  the  “other  half 
lives.” 

Sincerely, 

Robin  Richard 
New  Bedford,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices”.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  


Teachers’  Resolution 


Presidential  Bids  Announced 


Reassigned 

AMHERST,  MA  —  The  Mass¬ 
achusetts  Teachers  Association 
(MTA)  Board  of  Directors,  at  the 
request  of  the  Gay  Rights  Caucus, 
has  reassigned  Resolution  G-12, 
dealing  with  noh-discriminatory 
practices,  to  the  MTA  Legislation 
Committee  and  to  the  Executive 
Director-Treasurer,  William 
Herbert,  who  heads  the  profes¬ 
sional  staff  of  the  MTA.  The 
Board  had  originally  assigned  the 
resolution  to  the  Human 
Relations  Committee,  which 
would  not  have  had  the  power  to 
implement  the  resolution. 

Tom  Hutchinson,  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  Gay  Rights  Caucus, 
made  the  request  for  reassignment 
by  submitting  letters  to  the  Board 
of  Directors  through  the  MTA 
President.  Prof.  Eric  S.  Einhorn, 
a  member  of  the  Board,  also  sent 


The  following  item  is  reprinted 
from  The  Spotlight,  which  is  pub¬ 
lished  weekly  at  300  Independence 
Ave.,  S.E.,  Washington,  DC 
20003.  It  was  printed  in  the  Oct. 
15  issue  on  page  2. 

Not  content  with  doing  every¬ 
thing  he  can  in  support  of  militant 
homosexuals  in  the  U.S.,  Presi¬ 
dent  Jimmy  Carter  is  now  wooing 
“Third  World  gays.”  On  June  5, 
a  committee  of  12  black,  Hispanic 
and  Oriental  perverts  met  with  top 
White  House  officials  to  present 
demands.  “The  Blade,”  a  homo¬ 
sexual  newspaper  published  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  crowed  about 
the  assurances  the  committee  re¬ 
ceived  that  Carter  will  promote 
the  homosexual  way  of  life.  This 
meeting  is  the  latest  evidence  of 
the  political  love  affair  between 
the  president  and  militant  sodo¬ 
mites.  In  1976,  “Chip”  Carter, 


a  letter  to  the  MTA  President, 
requesting  therein  that  a  motion 
to  reassign  the  resolution  be 
placed  on  the  agenda  for  the 
Board’s  October  meeting. 

The  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Board,  which  considers  most 
items  prior  to  Board  meetings, 
made  a  unanimous  recommenda¬ 
tion  in  support  of  Einhorn’ s 
motion.  Carol  A.  Doherty,  First 
Vice  President,  spoke  for  the 
Executive  Committee  at  the  Board 
Meeting,  making  it  clear  that  the 
Committee  “stood  strongly 
behind  this  human  rights  issue” 
and  intended  to  see  the  resolution 
implemented.  Hutchinson’s  letter 
and  other  Gay  Rights  Caucus 
materials  were  distributed  to  all 
Board  members.  There  was  little 
discussion,  and  the  motiqn  passed 
by  a  unanimous  voice  vote. 


Jimmy  Carter’s  second  son,  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  homosexual  festival 
in  San  Francisco  and  then  retired 
to  a  “gay  bar”  with  his  homo¬ 
sexual  friends  to  smoke  mari¬ 
juana.  Further,  Jimmy  Carter 
himself  appointed  militant  homo¬ 
sexual  agitator  Jean  O’Leary  to 
two  prestigious  federal 
commissions;  O’Leary  uses  her 
tax-funded  positions  to  promote 
perversion. 

The  following  appeared  in 
Abigail  Van  Buren’s  “Dear 
Abby”  column,  published  on  Oct. 
24  in  the  Boston  Herald  Ameri¬ 
can. 

DEAR  ABBY;  After  reading 
your  column  on  gay  spouses,  1 
just  had  to  write. 

It  is  a  shock  and  a  heartache 
when  a  wife  finds  out  that  her  hus¬ 
band  has  had  an  affair  with 


Given  the  assignment  of  the 
resolution  to  the  Legislation 
Committee,  it  is  now  expected 
that  an  endorsement  will  be 
obtained  for  the  passage  of  legis¬ 
lation  prohibiting  discrimination 
against  schoolworkers  based  on 
sexual  orientation. 

Given  the  assignment  of  the 
resolution  to  the  Executive 
Director-Treasurer,  it  is  expected 
that  the  MTA  professional  staff 
will  make  available,  for  the 
consideration  of  local  associa¬ 
tions,  “draft  contract  language” 
dealing  with  non-discriminatory 
practices. 

According  to  Hutchinson, 
“The  entire  professional  staff  is 
expected  to  be  sensitive  to  any 
possible  discrimination  against 
gay  and  lesbian  members  and 
employees  of  the  association  in  all 
association  operations  and 
services  and  to  make  quick  and 
effective  improvements  whenever 
such  discrimination  exists.” 


another  woman,  but  I  cannot 
comprehend  how  any  woman 
could  accept  a  MAN  as  her  com¬ 
petition.  She  would  have  to  be 
“meshugga”  (crazy)  —  and  with 
children  in  the  house  yet! 

How  can  any  normal  woman  let 
a  man  who  has  been  with  another 
man  touch  her?  To  me,  it  is  un¬ 
thinkable. 

A  YIDDISHE  MAMA 
IN  EL  TORO,  CALIF 

DEAR  MAMA;  To  you  it  is 
“unthinkable.”  But  to  those  who 
have  studied  bisexuality  and 
realize  that  one’s  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence  is  rarely  a  matter  of  choice,  it 
is  understandable. 

This  is  not  an  endorsement  of 
infidelity  of  any  kind,  but  rather 
an  attempt  to  shed  some  light  on 
one  of  the  most  misunderstood  of 
all  sexual  behaviors. 


Continued  from  Page  1 
Community  Services  Center  in 
Los  Angeles,  where  he  disclosed 
that  he  had  pledged  to  NGTF 
that,  if  he  is  elected  President,  he 
would  sign  an  executive  order 
reinforcing  the  rights  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 

“I’m  convinced  that  [my  atti¬ 
tude  toward  gay  persons]  is  more 
widespread  than  conventional  wis¬ 
dom  would  have  you  believe,” 
Brown  said. 

In  his  State  of  the  State  address 
in  January,  Brown  expressed 
support  for  AB-I,  a  bill  which 
seeks  to  protect  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  job  loss  due  to  sexual 
preference.  While  some  Californ¬ 
ians  feel  that  Brown  has  been 
more  supportive  of  AB-1  in  his 


Continued  from  Page  3 
songy.  An  outstanding  perfor¬ 
mance  was  given  by  The  Ann 
Arbor  Theatre  Collective,  a  femi¬ 
nist  theatre  group  directed  by 
Stella  Mifsud.  The  group  did  a 
powerful  piece  on  male  training 
and  a  humorous  but  poignant 
piece  on  women  as  mothers.  The 
highest  energy  clearly  came  from 
the  music  of  Charlie  Murphy, 
faggot  singer/songwriter/cultural 
worker  who  obviously  touched  the 
hearts  and  ignited  the  spirits  of 
many  faggot- identified  men 
attending  the  conference.  His 
songs  included  “Gay  Spirit,” 
“Double  Love”  (a  love  song 
about  men  loving  men  referring  to 
the  essence  of  like  loving  like), 
“Mother  Ocean”  (about  saving 
our  environment  and  the  whales), 
and  “The  Witches  Song”  (about 
the  9  million  women  who  were 
burned  for  being  witches  and  the 
gay  men,  faggots,  who  were  used 
to  fuel  the  fires). 

.  The  feminist  men’s  movement 


speeches  than  in  action,  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  California  Human 
Rights  Advocates  recently  said 
that  Brown  “has  promised 
support  for  gay  issues  (see  GCN 
Vol.  7,  No.  17).” 

Brown  has  taken  steps  toward 
ensuring  gay  persons  a  voice  in 
California  by  issuing  an  executive 
order  prohibiting  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  preference  in  de¬ 
partments  and  agencies  “within 
the  Executive  branch  and  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  governor 
(see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  41).”  In 
September,  he  appointed  the  first 
openly  gay  judge,  Stephen  M. 
Lachs,  to  the  bench  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Superior  Court  (see  GCN 
Vol.  7,  No.  11). 


is  a  special  blend  of  gay  and  non¬ 
gay  men  who  are  working:  for 
political  changes  for  women  and 
gays  as  well  as  towards  changing 
roles  for  men  and  women.  The 
uniqueness  of  this  conference 
seemed  to  spring  from  the 
permission  men  gave  themselves 
to  take  time  for  healing,  cele¬ 
brating  and  playing,  and  the  reali¬ 
zation  that  over-working  and 
over-achieving  in  the  political 
arena  is  no  different  than  the 
traditional  male  pattern.  Equally 
unfamiliar  in  a  large  gathering  of 
men  but  inspiring  was  the  obvious 
presence  of  a  large  number  of 
faggots  and  radical  fairies  whose 
energy  and  spirit  permeated  the 
entire  soul  of  the  conference. 

To  receive  information  about 
the  7th  National  Men’s  Confer¬ 
ence,  regional  or  statewide  men’s 
conferences,  write  Men’s  Confer¬ 
ence  Mailing  list,  c/o  Jeff  Beane, 
11941  Wilshire  Blvd.^  Suite  #3, 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90025. 

©  1979  Jeff  Beane 
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What’s  In  It  for  Us? 


DOSTOK  SHOPPER'S  GUIDE 


GRAND  617/536-3111  GRAND 
OPENING  OPENING 


All  natural  body  care  products  for  face,  hair 
and  skin  for  men  and  women 

LOVE  OILS:  MASSAGE  OILS: 


raspberry, 

strawberry, 

honeydew, 

orange 


peppermint, 

tangerine, 

anise, 

lemon 


HAIR  OILS:  jojoba  SOAPS 

SHAMPOOS,  SEA  SPONGES,  AND  MUCH,  MUCH  MORE. 

Stop  in,  call,  or  send  for  free  brochure. 


78  Dartmouth  St.  (near  Appleton)  Boston,  MA  02116 


Save  this  Ad  for  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Rodio-Phonos-HiFi-Color 

Expert  Repoir  &  T  V.s  &  Stereo— at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa¬ 
tion  a  specialty  Moss  Tech  .  Lie  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  on  honest  price! 
Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


UJOMCN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CCNTCR 


Gynecologicol  Services 
UJell-UJoman  Health  Core 

on  opportunity  to  shore  your  heolth 
core  with  other  women  in  o  feminist 
self-help  setting 

coll  for  oppointment.  informotion  onci 
referrols 

women-worker  owned  ond  controlled 
639  Moss.  Rve.,  Combridge.  MR 
547-2302 


Women’s 
Emporium' 

Crafts,  Funky 
Furniture  &  Clothes 
Tues.-Sat  11-6 
661-2059 

53  RIVER  ST.  CENTRAL  SQUARE 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA. 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing.  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles.  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 


Johnn  M.  Aloio, 
D.M.D. 

Creative  dentistry  in 
Q  relaxed  environment 


31 1  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 

266-9135 


Beacon  Hill 
Personal 
Mailboxes 

104  Charles  Street 
Rent  a  secure,  private 
locked  mailbox 
Call/  367-2810 


Non-SexIst  GREETING  CARDS 


For  catalog  of  over  70  greeting  cards,  buttons,  rubber 
stamos,  etc.,  please  send  SOf . 

For  sample  assortmant  of  10  cards  with  envelopes,  send 
$4.00  (Massachusetts  resIdentB  add  20$  eales  tax). 
Specify:  men'^  women’s,  or  mixtd-gtndtr  assortment. 
Free  catalog  Included  with  assortment. 

IRIS  CARD  COMPANY 

^  Dept.  G,  PO  Box  1715,  Boston,  MA  02105 

■  I  I 


■\ 


J 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 
AND  SUPPORT  GCN  BY  SAYING: 
"I  SAW  YOUR  AD  IN  GCN" 


SOUND 

WAVE 

SYSTEMS 

Audio  repair  and 
systems  for  hire.  Call 
evenings: 

In  Mass.  617/445-8551 
In  N.H.  603/88B-0992 


PERMANENT 

HAIR  REMOVAL 

AT  REASONABLE  RATES 
FOR  MEN -AND  WOMEN 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 

CORNER  OF  NEWS' 

BRIGHTON,  MASS.  02135 

AND  HEREFORD  STREETS  iBRMHHHIl 
BOSTON.  MA  021 16  TELEPHONE  266-0300 

CALL:  734-5777 
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Daily  Promises  Liaison 


Continued  from  Page  1 
lesbian/gay  community  and,  also 
in  an  effort  to  meet  LAGMA’s 
demand  for  “objective  news  cov¬ 
erage,”  he  vowed  to  speak  to  the 
writers  and  editors  of  the  paper 
about  LAGMA’s  grievances. 

The  article  which  has  so 
enraged  lesbian  and  gay  Globe 
readers  contained  the  incorrect 
crowd  estimate  of  25,000  and 
devoted  what  many  feel  to  be  a 
disproportionate  amount  of  space 
to  the  comments  of  those  who 
opposed  the  March  and  of  tourists 
who  happened  upon  it  and  of 
police  concerned  about  traffic 
flow.  The  Globe  writer  spoke  of 
the  marchers’  “festiveness”  only, 
without  once  referring  to  the 
March’s  theme:  ending  lesbian 
and  gay  suffering  by  reforming 
laws  and  society,  a  theme  pro¬ 
nounced  by  speaker  after  speaker 
at  the  four-hour  rally  following 
the  March. 

Driscoll  maintained  that  the 
coverage  of  the  March  was 
“adequate”  because  marches  and 
picket  lines  have  become  “a 
cliche”  since  the  civil  rights 
movement  of  the  1960s. 

“Why  then,”  he  was  asked, 
“does  the  Globe  cover  anti¬ 
nuclear  marches  and  demonstra¬ 
tions  so  extensively?”  Driscoll  re¬ 
plied  that  nuclear  power  “is  an 
issue  of  abiding  interest  to  every¬ 
one  in  New  England.  .  .  .  This 
march  was  not  of  abiding  interest. 
...  I  mean,  what  are  your 
marches  for,  anyway?” 

Members  of  the  group  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  March  was  about 
a  bill  in  Congress  which  “you 
should  know  about,  since  it’s 
being  sponsored  by  [Massachu¬ 
setts  Senator  Paul]  Tsongas.” 

LAGMA’s  protestations  about 
the  significance  of  the  March 
seemed  to  move  Driscoll  less  than 
the  group’s  presentation  of  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  Globe's  news  cov¬ 


erage  of  lesbian/gay  issues  in  this 
decade  has  been  sensationalistic. 
Allen  reported  that  18  articles  on 
the  alleged  man/boy  “sex  ring”  in 
Revere  (MA)  appeared  between 
December  1977  and  May  1978. 
“You  gave  incredible  coverage  to 
what  was  essentially  a  sensational 
thing.  .  .  .  And  it  finally  ended  up 
that  there  was  no  ‘sex  ring’;  it  had 
all  been  [then  District  Attorney] 
Garrett  Byrne’s  speculation.  But 
you  had  printed  the  names  and 
addresses  of  these  men  and  ruined 
their  lives.  .  .  .  And  throughout 
all  of  this,  no  attempt  was  ever 
made  to  ask  anyone  in  the  gay 
community  for  their  opinion.  Just 
Garrett  Byrne’s  opinion  quoted  at 
length.  ...  [It  seems  that]  we  as 
gay  people  are  invisible  unless 
we’re  involved  in  something  sor¬ 
did.” 

Marion  Tholander,  having 
researched  the  Globe's  coverage 
of  annual  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Marches  in  Boston  since  1971, 
said  that  the  coverage  was  consis¬ 
tently  meager  and  buried  in  the 
news  pages  and  that,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  1979  march,  “the 
photos  are  invariably  of  drag 
queens.  .  .  .  [T]housands  of 
people  marching  are  not  [transves¬ 
tites],  but  invariably  the  Globe 
goes  for  the  handful  of  transves¬ 
tites.  ...” 

The  group  asserted  that  while 
the  Globe  was  preoccupied  with 
the  sensational,  it  was  ignoring 
issues  of  substance.  LAGMA 
found  that  an  average  of  two  par¬ 
agraphs  per  year  had  been  devoted 
to  annual  legislative  battles  over 
lesbian/gay  rights  legislation  at 
the  State  House. 

Robin  McCormack,  Mayor 
Kevin  White’s  gay  liaison  and 
LAGMA  member,  called  Dris¬ 
coll’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  ab¬ 
solutely  no  mention  was  made  in 
the  Globe  of  the  fact  that  the 
mayoral  candidates  in  this  year’s 


race  had  openly  courted  the  “les¬ 
bian/gay  vote”  for  a  period  of 
eight  months. 

“I  think  that’s  a  legitimate 
complaint,”  Driscoll  responded. 
“I  wish  I’d  had  it  a  week  ago  [be¬ 
fore  the  election].” 

After  hearing  these  criticisms  of 
the  Globe's  coverage,  Driscoll 
said,  “I  understand  you’re  con¬ 
cerned,  but  you  shouldn’t  get  par¬ 
anoid  about  there  being  any  grand 
scheme,  any  overt  attempt  on  the 
part  of  any  of  the  editors  or 
writers  not  to  print  stories  about 
your  events.  ...  I  think  the  pro¬ 
blem  is  that  you’re  dealing  with  a 
very  limited  news  space.  ...” 

Driscoll  refused  to  comply  with 
LAGMA’s  request  for  a  column 
written  by  lesbian/gay  journalists, 
despite  LAGMA’s  illustration 
that  the  Globe  is  under-represent¬ 
ing  the  viewpoint  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  its  news  articles.  He 
did,  however,  agree  that  future 
coverage  of  Boston  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  Marches  should  avoid 
sensationalism  and  should  empha¬ 
size  the  issues  of  importance  to  the 
gay/lesbian  community  that  year, 
as  pronounced  by  the  rally 
speakers. 

Call  Ignored 

Continued  from  Page  1 
division’s  handling  of  the  incident 
and  other  problems  sparked  a 
meeting  between  local  lesbians, 
gay  men,  Cincinnati  Human  Rela¬ 
tions  Commission  representatives, 
and  Lt.  Thomas  Burke  of  the 
police  Community  Assistance 
Unit.  The  homosexuals  com¬ 
plained  about  harassment  of  gay 
establishments  and  gay  people  in 
parks,  and  the  exclusion  of  gays 
from  police  recruitment.  The  Les¬ 
bian  Activist  Bureau  said  it  had 
learned  that  homosexuals  were 
being  weeded  out  during  lie  detec¬ 
tor  tests,  along  with  felons  and 
drug  addicts. 


"HDid  You  See?' 

The  following  story  appeared  in 
the  Berkeley  (CA)  Barb  of  July 
5-18,  1979. 

Peyton  Place  Cops 


By  Mark  Powelson 

After  the  highly  publicized  news 
that  two  of  San  Francisco’s  finest 
requested  to  be  pulled  from  the 
vice  squad  beat  because  their  in¬ 
vestigation  of  gay  clubs  “just  got 
to  be  too  much,”  it  was  a  real 
shock  to  read  another  cop’s  testi¬ 
mony  that  the  SFPD  is  a  veritable 
“Peyton  Place”  of  hot  house  sex¬ 
uality. 

This  female  cop  testified  that 
male  officers  are  constantly  pro- 
positioning  her  and  just  plain  try¬ 
ing  to  get  in  her  pants.  But  what 
has  the  cops  really  upset,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  few  free  speaking  men  in 
blue,  is  the  ongoing  attempt  to 
bring  admitted  homosexuals  into 
the  force. 

As  we  sat  drinking  coffee  in  the 
Copper  Penny  just  off  Geary,  one 
out  of  uniform  cop  told  us  that  “a 
lot  of  the  guys  are  very  uptight 
about  this  fag  thing.  We’re  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  tolerant  and  in  San 
Francisco  you  get  used  to  seeing 
guys  walking  down  the  street 
holding  hands  and  stuff.  But  most 
of  the  guys  on  the  force  get  the 
creeps  about  knowing  they  might 


have  to  work  with  homos.” 

“What’s  the  big  problem?”  we 
asked.  “People  feel  threatened?” 

“Look,  what  are  we  supposed 
to  do  in  the  locker  room?  Also, 
you  get  uptight  about  somebody 
touching  you.  Most  guys  won’t 
admit  it,  but  they  don’t  want  to 
have  any  'physical  contact  at  all 
with  somebody  they  know  is 
homo.  Makes  ’em  sick.  In  a  squad 
car,  you  gotta  work  real  close  with 
the  other  guy.” 

“Well,”  we  wondered,  “what 
about  his  charge  that  the  women 
on  the  force  get  pawed  all  over? 
True?” 

“I  think  she’s  exaggerating.  It’s 
just  a  little  playful,  that’s  all.  But 
the  thing  here  is,  nobody  wants 
some  fag  putting  his  hands  on  him 
even  being  playful.  It’s  not  the 
same.  They  may  have  rights  as 
people,  but  it’s  still  sick.  Look 
what  goes  on  in  those  gay  sex 
clubs.  It’s  incredible,”  the  officer 
told  us. 

Of  course,  a  lot  of  weird  things 
go  on  between  consenting  hetero¬ 
sexuals  in  private,  to.  But,  as  the 
officer  said,  “It’s  not  the  same.” 


Campbell  Wins  Bias  Suit 


Continued  from  Page  1 
ence,”  the  Commission  ruled. 

The  Commission  concluded 
that  MCDA  “has  discriminated 
willfully,  wrongfully,  and  unlaw¬ 
fully  against  [Campbell]  in  its 
hiring  practice  and  procedure  on 
the  basis  of  Mr.  Campbell’s 
known  affectional  preference 
contrary  to  .  .  .  [the]  Minneapolis 


Code  of  Ordinances.  [Campbell] 
has  so  established  said  violation 
by  the  preponderance  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  and  done  so  clearly  and 
convincingly.” 

The  Commission  awarded 
Campbell  $28,000  in  back  pay, 
$500  in  punitive  damages,  interest 
for  two  years  in  the  amount  of 
$769,  and  $1578  in  legal  fees. 


A  warm  and  hearty  thanks 
to  all  of  you  for  your  help  in 
making  the  Gay  Community 
News  benefit  a  success. 


Jack  Rubin 
Michael  Campbell 
Buddies  Staff 
Ann  Maguire 
Anthony  Costa 
Nancy  Walker 
Robin  MacCormack 
Barney  Frank 
Bob  White 
Linda  Carford 
Redbook 
Salad  Days 
Allegra  Productions 
Peasant  Stock 
Spin-Off 

Norman  of  Boston 
Randolph  Country  Club 
Town  &  Country  Dog  Grooming 
East  Main  St.  Car  &  Van  Wash 


Nickelodeon  Cinema 

Beacon  Tours 

Bluefingers 

New  Words 

The  Pipe  Factory 

Beacon  Hill  Florist 

The  House  Restaurant 

Boston  Repertory  Theatre 

Campbell-Moreau  Interiors 

Maison  de  Felix 

T  &  H  Studios 

Bob  Riordan 

South  Station  Cinema 

Frazier  and  Darts 

Iris  Card  Company 

Paradise  Cafe 

Charles  St.  Pet  Center 

Salon  de  Jon 

Romano’s 


Glad  Day 

Clothes  Line 

Kim  Mohr 

Cilia  Fallon 

Ralph  Fredericks 

Basket  &  More 

Copley  Flair 

Ken  Lamond 

Richard  Gilmore 

Chas.  River  Outdoor  Skate  Co. 

Schubert  Theatre  , 

Regency  Baths 
Housecall,  Inc. 

Esplanade  Paperback 
Graig  &  Bill  of  Buddies 
Hungry  i  Restaurant 
Greenleaf  Florist 
Hair  I  Am 
Helen’s  Leather 


Tucker’s 
Book  Exchange 
Fag  Rag 

Beacon  Hill  Personal  Mailboxes 

Mr.  Ray’s  Florist 

Women’s  Emporium 

Jon  Glidden 

Andrews  Inn 

Bob  Andrews 

Steve  Strick 

GCN  Board  Members 

Flourchilds 

Anonymous 

Richard  Gilmore 

New  England  Women’s  Symphony 
Eric’s  of  Boston 
Hibiscus  Records 

And  anyone  who  we  may  have  missed 
on  this  list. 


Gay  Life  in  Merry  Old  England 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

The  following  is  an  interview  with  Terry  Munyard,  legal 
assistant  to  the  Campaign  for  Homosexual  Equality  in 
England.  In  it,  he  gives  his  analysis  of  the  state  of  gay  politics 
and  gay  culture  in  Britain  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

WB:  What  are  some  of  the  gay  organizatioiis  in  Britain  at  the  present  time? 
TM:  Broadly  speaking,  three  main  gay  organizations  exist.  The  Campaign 
for  Homosexual  Equality  (CHE)  is  certainly  the  largest  gay  organization  in 
the  British  Isles  and  is  essentially  reformist.  It  is  also  very  much  male 
dominated.  There  is  also  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance  (GAA)  which  is  more 
radical  and  smaller.  As  its  name  suggests,  it  is  more  concerned  with  direct 
action.  It  is  also  going  through  various  crises.  There  are  various  factions 
within  GAA.  It  is  very  loosely  organized. 

There  is  also  the  National  Organization  of  Lesbians  which  was  formed 
by  a  group  of  women  who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  position  of  women  in 
CHE  and  left  CHE  a  couple  of  years  ago  and  decided  to  set  up  their  own 
organization.  They  are  prepared  to  take  a  more  radical  line  than  CHE. 

As  well  as  those  three,  there  are  lots  of  smaller  groups,  community 
based  groups  and  as  you  would  expect,  many  SF>ecial  interest  groups.  Gay 
outdoors  clubs  and  even  a  gay  GIRO,  which  is  a  bank  club.  There  are  also 
remnants  of  the  Gay  Liberation  Front  (GLF)  still  around,particularly  in  the 
South  of  London.  They  tend  to  be  more  separatist. 

The  organization  that  I  know  best  is  CHE  because  I  am  involved  in 
that.  It  began  in  1967  when  there  wtis  a  committee  formed  in  Manchester 
called  the  Northwest  Campiaign  for  Homosexual  Law  Reform.  It  must 
have  been  before  1967,  now  that  I  think  of  it,  because  in  that  year  the  law 
was  changed  to  allow  men  to  engage  in  “homosexual  activity”  with  one 
another  providing  that  they  were  over  21,  consenting  and  in  private. 
“Private”  was  specifically  stated  to  mean  that  there  were  not  over  two 
people  present  and  that  a  toilet  to  which  the  public  had  access  was  not  a 
private  place,  even  if  it  has  locked  cubicles.  That  is  pretty  descriptive.  So  in 
1967  a  certain  category  of  male  homosexuals  were  immune  from 
prosecution  for  engaging  in  sexual  activity.  That  didn’t  actually  make 
[homosexual  activity)  legal  as  such.  Later  on,  in  a  case  in  the  highest  court 
in  the  land,  a  ruling  was  handed  down  making  it  illegal  to  advertise  for 
another  man  to  have  sex  with,  even  though  the  act  for  which  you  are 
advertising  is  no  longer  criminal.  They  maintained  that  that  is  not  to  say 
that  it  is  lawful. 

The  law  reform  of  1967  was  very  narrow.  It  was  limited  to  England 
and  Wales  only.  The  act  did  not  apply  to  Scotland  or  Northern  Ireland  and 
it  of  course  didn’t  apply  to  anyone  under  21.  Women  have  never  been 
subject  to  any  expressed  prohibition  as  female  homosexuals.  However, 
they  can  be  prosecuted  under  the  criminal  law  if  they  have  sex  with  another 
woman  who  is  under  16. 

The  Northwest  Committee  changed  its  name  to  the  Committee  for 
Homosexual  Law  Reform  and  in  1969  it  became  the  Campaign  for  Homo¬ 
sexual  Law  Reform  and  more  recently  the  Campaign  for  Homosexual 
Equality.  Its  membership  at  the  moment  is  about  5, (XX). 

The  basis  of  the  organization  is  local  groups  all  over  the  country. 
There  are  over  100  local  groups  which  act  as  social  centers  for  gays.  In  rural 
areas,  you  tend  to  find  more  women  members,  not  more  than  men,  but 
higher  proportionally  than  ususally.  But  there  are  still  very  few  women 
members  in  the  chapters. 

WB:  Why  did  the  women  split  from  CHE? 

TM:  Because  the  organization  was  so  dominated  by  men  that  women’s 
issues  were  never  given  the  sort  of  priority  that  they  should  have  been 
given.  It  was  rare  to  have  more  than  one  or  two  women  in  the  National 
Executive  of  CHE,  which  is  a  body  of  12  or  14  people.  [CHE]  has  a  long 
way  to  go  in  dealing  with  its  sexist  orientation. 

WB:  This  ieads  me  into  my  next  question.  Does  your  organization  concern 
itself  solely  with  the  single  issue  of  gayness  or  does  it  concern  itself  with 
other  movement  struggles  such  as  sexism,  which  1  think  you  already  have 
answered,  also  racism  and  classism? 


TM:  I  think,  broadly  speaking,  most  of  the  membership  of  CHE  see 
themselves  as  an  organization  concerned  with  homosexual  law  reform  and 
the  betterment  of  life  generally  for  homosexutils.  Most  CHE  groups  would 
limit  themselves  to  that.  There  are  individuals  within  the  groups  who  would 
like  to  see  it  develop  stronger  links  with  other  minority  groups  and  want  to 
take  CHE  into  the  struggle  with  those  other  groups.  The  one  thing  that  I 
should  say  here  is  that  this  is  an  issue  that  is  becoming  more  and  more  pro¬ 
minent  in  the  organization  and  during  our  annual  conference  held  in 
August,  it  came  up  in  many  of  the  resolutions. 

WB:  What  is  your  function  in  the  organization? 

TM:  I  am  the  legal  advisor  to  the  organization  and  also  a  member  of  the 
National  Executive.  We  [are  elected]  by  direct  vote  of  the  membership 
every  year. 

WB:  Is  the  National  Executive  the  steering  committee  of  the  organization? 
TM:  Right,  that  puts  it  very  well,  although  there  are  some  people  on  the 
National  Executive  who  actually  feel  that  it  is  more  than  a  steering 
committee.  I  think  that  is  its  real  role.  At  the  moment,  there  are  14 
members  on  the  National  Executive,  but  normally  there  are  12.  Each 
member  holds  one  or  more  portfolios  or  topic  areas  and  is  responsible  for 
coordinating  the  various  duties  that  portfolio  might  involve.  Mine  is 
obvious  —  legal  advice.  We  also  have  another  person  on  the  Executive  who 
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is  broadly  responsible  for  law  reform.  That’s  to  say,  overseeing  the 
production  of  draft  legislation  and  addressing  questions  on  law  reform  of 
the  government.  I  have  also  been  involved  as  the  personnel  officer  of  the 
organization.  For  a  while,  1  was  responsible  for  the  two  full-time  staff 
members. 

WB:  CHE  has  been  compared  to  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  in  this 
country,  which  some  see  as  an  essentially  conservative  or  revisionist 
organization.  Would  you  consider  that  comparison  to  be  valid? 

TM:  From  the  little  that  I  know  of  NGTF,  yes,  I  would  think  that  the 
comparison  would  be  quite  valid.  From  what  I’ve  read  of  NGTF,  they  seem 
to  take  upon  themselves  quite  a  deliberate  leadership  role.  I  don’t  think 
that  is  quite  the  same  for  CHE.  Certainly  lots  of  people  in  CHE  would  see 
themselves  as  leading  the  gay  community  and  speaking  for  the  gay 
community.  I  don’t  personally  think  that  is  or  should  be  our  role. 

WB:  How  does  your  group  react  to  criticism  by,  say,  the  GAA  or  the 
remnants  of  the  GLF  that  your  organization  is  too  far  over  to  the  right? 

TM:  On  the  whole,  1  think  that  people  feel  there  is  a  place  for  an  organiza¬ 
tion  such  as  CHE.  For  the  vast  majority  of  gay  people  in  Britain  who 
haven’t  come  out,  it’s  a  gradual  and  fairly  comfortable  way  of  involving 
themselves  both  in  the  gay  scene,  the  noncommercial  gay  scene,  and  the 
campaigning  activities.  And  I  go  along  with  that  view.  Nevertheless,  1  think 
that  one  of  the  problems  with  CHE  is  that  we  haven’t  made  our  coalition 
broad  enough.  At  present,  the  tendency  is  toward  conservatism  which  puts 
off  radicals  from  the  organization.  It  makes  them  feel  that  they  are  wasting 
their  time. 

WB:  —  You  stated  that  the  way  your  organization  differs  from  the 
NGTF  is  that  your  organization  doesn’t  take  a  leadership  role.  What 
services  does  your  organization  provide? 

TM:  What  I  think  I  said  was,  I  don’t  think  it  takes  quite  so  deliberately  a 
leadership  role.  It  aims  to  provide  a  coordinated  response  on  behalf  of  the 
gay  community  to  attacks,  to  requests  for  information,  and  generally  to  act 
as  some  kind  of  spokesperson  —  some  kind  of  responding  agency.  It  also 
aims  to  provide  a  social  base  for  gay  people  which  is  an  alternative  to  the 
clubs,  pubs  and  discos  which  are  run  purely  for  commercial  gain  and  do 
little  more  than  exploit  us. 

WB:  Does  the  straight  media  ever  come  to  your  organization  for  infor¬ 
mation? 

TM:  It  is  doing  so  more  and  more  over  the  last  couple  of  years,  particularly 
over  the  last  12  months.  The  television  companies  in  particular  have 
somehow  woken  up  to  the  issue  and  have  been  calling  to  make  programs 
with  a  gay  content  or  to  make  programs  about  gay  organizations  or  gay 
activism.  On  the  whole,  the  outcome  hasn’t  been  particularly  satisfactory, 
particularly  on  the  drama  side.  Their  attempts  to  portray  gays  in  fictional 
terms  haven’t  been  particularly  satisfactory. 

WB:  It  sounds  similar  to  this  country.  That’s  why  1  think  a  lot  of  gay 
people  protested  the  making  of  the  film  Cruising.  There  are  really  no 
positive  images  of  gay  people  in  the  straight  media  and  this  seems  to  be 
another  instance  of  the  same  thing. 

TM:  The  position  in  Britain  is  probably  the  same  with  the  slight  difference 
that  the  two  commercial  TV  companies,  which  are  based  in  London  and 
broadcast  to  the  London  region  immediately  but  quite  often  network 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  country,  have  been  quite  keen  to  put  out 
straightforward  documentaries  on  gay  life  and  the  experiences  of  gays  in  a 
hostile  community. 

WB:  What  impact  do  you  think  the  new  Thatcher  government  will  have  on 
the  quality  of  gay  life  in  Britain? 

TM:  The  new  government  probably  won’t  make  any  changes  of  its  own  in 
terms  of  legislation.  What  I  think  we  have  tp  worry  about  from  them  is  that 
they  will  create  the  sort  of  atmosphere  that  will  make  it  a  lot  easier  for 
“moral  crusaders”  and  individual  cranks  to  bring  actions  against  gay 
people  and  gay  organizations.  The  policies  of  the  new  govermnent  are 
likely  to  encourage  polarization  in  society  between  the  haves  and  have- 
nots,  between  the  majority  and  minorities.  And  I  think  that  we  stand  to 
lose  not  in  direct  terms  from  the  government,  but  in  terms  of  the 
atmosphere  that  may  arise.  We  are  likely  to  see  ourselves  more  often 
subject  to  attacks,  not  just  by  thugs  from  the  right  wing,  say  for  example 
from  the  National  Front,  which  is  a  neo-Nazi  party,  but  also  more  the 
subject  of  uncontrolled  harassment  and  attacks  from  the  police.  I  think 
that  under  this  government,  even  more  than  coder  the  last  government,  the 
police  are  going  to  be  given  a  freer  hand  in  the  way  they  deal  with  minority 
groups  —  demonstrators,  marchers  and  so  forth. 

WB:  Do  yon  see  the  election  of  the  new  conservative  government  as  a 
symptom  of  the  right  wing  movement  that  is  happening  around  the  world? 
I  know  it  is  certainly  gaining  strength  in  this  country  and  also  in  places  like 
Sweden  and  Canada. 

TM:  I  think  that  the  reasons  for  the  Conservative  victory  in  Britain  are 
fairly  complex,  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  lastLabor  government  was  a 
minority  government.  The  result  of  that  was  that  they  were  hardly  able  to 
govern  during  the  last  year  of  office.  There  was  a  series  of  compromises, 
botched  legislation,  incompetent  handling  of  political  issues.  Also,  a  very 
fine  line  of  power  in  Parliment  existed.  The  result  was  that  people  were 
quite  rightly  dissatisfied  with  the  labor  government.  On  the  left,  people  saw 
it  doing  nothing  at  all  overtly  or  even  covertly  socialistic.  On  the  right, 
pjeople  saw  it  as  being  incompetent  in  its  attempts  to  run  a  capitalist  mixed 
economy.  So  there  was  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  on  that  score  alone. 
In  addition,  there  is  some  of  the  payoff  from  Proprosition  13.  The  Conser¬ 
vative  Party  has  always  pushed  very  strongly  on  the  line  that  we  are 
overtaxed  and  that  this  destroys  initiative  and  provides  no  incentive  for 
people  to  work  hard  and  drives  talent  out  of  the  country.  .  .  .  Taxation  is  a 
hot  p>olitical  issue  and  it  is  an  electable  issue  if  you  go  about  it  the  right  way. 
Ms.  Thatcher  went  about  it  on  a  very  vague  sort  of  way,  promising  that 
direct  taxation  would  be  cut.  Direct  taxation  was  cut  a  very  small  amount. 
WB:  What  effect  do  you  think  the  gay  rights  movement  in  North  America 
has  had  on  the  gay  rights  movement  in  Britain? 

TM:  Generally  encouraging.  The  North  American  gay  rights  movement  is 
certainly  the  largest  in  the  world.  So  far  it  has  been  the  most  effective  in 
gaining  civil  rights,  even  in  spite  of  people  like  Anita  Bryant  who  are 
attempting  to  cut  back  those  rights.  I  think  that  we  are  encouraged  by  what 
our  American  sisters  and  brothers  have  achieved  so  far.  For  example,  the 
gay  pride  march  which  was  held  in  England  this  past  summer  was  the 
largest  march  by  gay  people  ever  to  take  place  in  Europe.  The  inspiration 
for  that  came  very  much  from  the  gay  pride  marches  in  America  over  the 
last  couple  of  years.  Our  gay  pride  march  was  mainly  linked  to  the  10th 
anniversary  of  the  Stonewall  riots.  So  the  North  American  movement  can 
at  times  be  a  tremendous  inspiration.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the 
British  media  in  the  Anita  Bryant  campaign  and  there  was  quite  a  lot  of 
news  coverage  of  the  Briggs  Initiative  in  California.  So  what  happens  in 


America  on  gay  civil  rights  is  news  in  Britain  and  has  repercussions  outside 
of  the  gay  community. 

WB:  Along  those  lines,  the  gay  rights  movement  seems  to  be  taking  a  tunr 
in  America  from  peaceful  marches  to  direct  confrontation.  We  have 
witnessed  this  recently  in  San  Francisco  with  the  demonstrations  following 
the  Dan  White  verdict,  in  New  York  with  the  filming  of  the  movie  Cruising 
and  more  recently  in  Minneapolis  where  gay  people  staged  a  sit-in  in  the 
mayor’s  office  following  a  police  raid  on  a  gay  bath  house.  Have  you 
witnessed  similar  strategical  changes  in  Britain? 

TM:  I  think  that  is  just  starting  to  happen  in  Britain  now.  I  don’t  know  so 
much  about  the  violence.  1  don’t  think  that  there  is  anything  like  the  same 
tradition  of  violence  in  Britain,  especially  street  violence,  like  there  is  in 
America.  We  are  likely  to  avoid  a  violent  response  and  very  unlikely  ever  to 
initiate  violence  ourselves.  That  is  not  to  say  that  we  will  refrain  from  direct 
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action.  A  recent  example  that  I  can  think  of  was  after  the  gay  pride  march 
on  June  30  of  this  year.  The  Guardian  newspaper  a  couple  of  days  later 
carried  an  article  which  was  quite  out  of  key  with  its  broad  general  support 
for  gays.  Usually  it  adequately  covers  gay  issues  and  gay  events.  It  carried 
an  article  with  a  slightly  satirical,  insulting,  sneering  attack  on  gays  at  the 
concert  following  the  march.  It  didn’t  bother  to  report  the  march  itself.  It 
was  directed  very  much  against  lesbians.  It  belittled  lesbians  and  it  belittled 
gay  people  generally  talking  about  “boys  and  boys”  and  “girls  and  girls” 
walking  hand  in  hand.  The  article  appeared  on  the  Monday  following  the 
march.  On  Monday  evening,  a  group  of  people  gathered  spontaneously  at  a 
pub  in  London  to  discuss  what  would  be  the  appropriate  response  to  this 
article  in  the  Guardian. 

A  year  before,  the  London  Evening  News  carried  an  article  attacking 
AID  (artificial  insemination)  for  lesbian  mothers.  The  next  day  or  the  same 
day,  a  group  of  lesbians  stormed  the  editor’s  office  and  demanded,  and 
got,  a  right  of  reply. 

We  decided  that  the  same  sort  of  response  was  necessary  and  so  the 
next  day  about  40  lesbians  and  gay  men  entered  the  Guardian  offices  and 
occupied  the  newsroom  and  demanded  to  see  the  news  editor,  who  had 
written  the  offensive  article.  After  two  hours  of  negotiations  with  the 
managing  editor,  the  Guardian  promised  to  publish  a  news  story  the  next 
day  describing  the  sit-in  and  to  publish  an  article  in  the  same  slot  on  the 
following  Monday  written  by  us  and  to  pay  us  the  standard  free-lance  rate 
for  the  article.  The  article  was  duly  written  by  a  group  of  five  people  and 
was  regarded  as  impressive  by  the  Guardian  features  editor.  It  appeared 
together  with  a  large  selection  of  letters,  all  of  which  condemned  the 
Guardian ’s  own  article.  So  the  directaction  was  successful.  It  was  the  result 
of  tremendous  spontaneous  anger  in  the  gay  community.  I  think  the  fact 
that  it  was  so  successful  means  that  we  are  likely  to  see  direct  action  in 
Britain  more  and  more  frequently. 

WB:  Can  you  see  your  organization,  the  GAA,  and  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  of  Lesbians  ever  coming  together  to  respond  in  an  action? 

TM:  All  three  groups  were  party  to  the  Guardian  zap,  together  with  a  lot  of 
other  organizations  and  individuals.  There  were  a  lot  of  groups  involved: 
artistic  and  cultural  groups,  women’s  theatre  groups  and  so  on.  That  is  very 
encouraging.  I  don’t  want  to  paper  over  the  huge  divisions  that  there  are 
between  the  various  groups.  However,  there  is  no  doubt  that  when  an  issue 
arises  and  when  the  anger  is  strong  enough  we  can  come  together  and  fight. 
WB:  Do  you  ever  communicate  with  other  gay  groups  on  the  continent  of 
Europe? 

TM:  We  do  through  the  International  Gay  Association  (IGA)  which  was 
formed  a  year  ago  at  the  CHE  Annual  Conference  in  London  and  held  its 
first  annual  conference  in  Holland  at  Easter  this  year.  There  were  groups 
from  J7  countries,  including  Britain,  most  western  European  countries, 
Australia  and  New  Zealand.  The  IGA  acts  basically  as  a  clearinghouse  for 
information  and  as  a  coordinating  body  for  international  action  around  the 
world.  For  example,  it  was  mainly  due  to  the  IGA’s  efforts  that  demon¬ 
strations  were  held  throughout  Europe  against  the  Greek  government’s 
proposals  to  pass  very  restrictive  laws  that  could  have  had  gay  men  thrown 
into  prison  and  subjected  to  forced  medical  treatment. 

WB:  What  would  that  treatment  have  include? 

TM:  It  would  include  examinations,  treatment  for  VD,  and  incarceration. 
As  a  result  of  this  and  as  a  result  of  pressure  from  other  European 
governments,  the  Greek  government  has  dropped  its  plans.  The  laws  are 
not  likely  to  see  the  light  of  day.  The  IGA  is  planning  a  concerted  protest  of 
the  Moscow  Olympic  games  next  year  because  of  the  Soviet  Union’s 
treatment  of  homosexuals  and  because  of  the  Soviet  penal  code.  The  links 
that  were  established  at  the  conference  in  Holland  are  fairly  strong.  There 
was  a  tremendous  feeling  of  solidarity.  Although  the  various  groups  that 
belong  to  the  IGA  are  all  at  different  stages  of  political  development,  I 
think  everybody  recognized  the  importance  of  having  such  an  organization 
and  felt  that  the  cooperation  and  solidarity  we  achieved  were  worth  making 
compromises  to  retain. 

WB:  What  kinds  of  compromises  were  made? 

TM:  Well,  for  example,  the  GAA  of  Britain  put  forward  a  resolution  on 
child  sexuality  and  another  resolution  on  the  treatment  of  third  world  gays. 
Both  of  those  were  effectively  “referred  back”  for  discussion  at  next  year’s 
annusd  general  meeting.  An  interim  discussion  will  be  held  alongside  the 
CHE  annual  conference.  That  was  done  because  a  lot  of  the  groups  there 
had  never  discussed  these  issues.  Those  groups  that  had  discussed  them  felt 
that  they  didn’t  want  to  deal  with  these  issues  at  that  particular  time.  It  was 
a  compromise  in  the  sense  that  we  were  going  to  discuss  them,  but  we  were 
probably  not  going  to  reach  an  agreement.  We  weren’t  going  to  come  out 
with  any  kind  of  general  support  for  reform  of  laws  on  child  sexuality  or 
for  concerted  action  to  fight  against  the  exploitation  of  third  world  gays. 

WB:  Did  you  come  away  from  the  conference  with  any  feeling  of  the  state 
of  the  gay  rights  movement  on  the  European  continent? 

TM:  Very  patchy,  very  patchy  indeed,  but  very  enthusiastic  Where  it  is  most 
repressed.  For  example,  the  Spanish  groups,  centered  in  Catalonia  and 
Barcelona,  were  particularly  strong  and  enthusiastic.  In  Spain,  the  position 
at  the  moment  is  that  the  Spanish  government  has  refused  to  legalize,  to 
legitimize,  organizations  of  homosexuals.  It  legitimizes  all  sorts  of  other 
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organizations  that  were  illegal  under  the  Franco  regime,  the  most  obvious 
being  the  Communist  Party.  However,  the  government  has,  so  far,  said 
“No”  to  organizations  of  homosexuals.  As  a  result  of  that,  the  Spanish  gay 
movement  is  becoming  particularly  militant.  The  IGA  is  holding  its  next 
annual  conference  next  Easter  in  Barcelona  as  a  demonstration  of  our 
support  of  our  Spanish  sisters  and  brothers  and  in  the  hope  of  directing 
more  attention  to  the  Spanish  government’s  repressive  attitude.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  France,  where  the  law  on  homosexuality  isn’t  quite  as 
restrictive,  the  gay  organizations  seem  to  be  very  weak,  with  the  exception 
of  the  ultra-conservative  Arcadie  which  is  an  organization  which  was  very 
well  described  in  the  Gay  Community  News  (see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  49)  a  few 
months  ago. 

WB:  So  what  you  are  saying  is  that  on  the  continent,  the  countries  with  the 
most  harassment  have  the  strongest  groups? 

TM:  1  would  say  so,  although  in  Germany  the  position  [of  gays]  is  rather 
better  than  in  Great  Britain.  There  were  a  number  of  groups  from  Germany 
some  of  which  were  particularly  radical  and  were  quite  strong. 

WB:  As  a  writer  for  GCN,  I  am  interested  in  the  gay  press.  Is  there  a 
growing  movement  as  far  as  the  gay  press  in  England  or  in  Europe  in 
general? 

TM:  I  can’t  speak  for  Europe  in  general  although  there  seems  to  be  an 
increasing  number  of  small  gay  journals  coming  out  of  the  various 
European  countries.  As  far  as  Great  Britain  is  concerned,  we  only  have  one 
real  gay  publication.  Well,  one  real  gay  newspaper  I  should  say,  and  that  is 
the  London  Gay  News,  which  tends  to  take  a  rather  liberal/conservative 
line  on  most  things.  It  has  a  rather  inconsistent  approach  to  its  treatment  of 
news.  Many  radical  gays  found  themselves  in  a  paradoxical  position  when 
they  were  supporting  GN  at  the  time  of  its  prosecution  by  Mary 
Whitehouse  for  its  publication  of  the  poem  which  was  ultimately  found  to 
be  blasphemous.  The  reason  that  many  radical  gays  were  uncomfortable 
was  because  they  regard  GN  as  little  more  than  an  arm  of  the  gay  commer¬ 
cial  scene  and  not  as  a  radical  organ.  It  is  also  nearly  always  male-oriented, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  have  got  a  particularly  strong  woman  on  the 
staff. 

Gay  News  is  the  only  gay  newspaper  that  we’ve  got,  but  regularly 
published  throughout  the  country  is  a  number  of  other  smaller  publica¬ 
tions.  Probably  the  most  notable  one  is  the  Gay  Left  (GL),  a  gay  socialist 
journal  which  is  published  quarterly.  It  is  put  together  by  a  collective  of  gay 
men  who  are  a  coalition  of  Marxist  theoreticians  not  aligned  to  any  parti¬ 
cular  political  party.  GL  deals  with  a  whole  range  of  issues  which  affect  gay 
people,  but  doesn’t  necessarily  limit  itself  to  homosexuality.  It  deals  with 
sexuality,  racism,  and  so  on  and  puts  this  in  a  socialist  perspective.  That  is 
probably  the  only  viable  political  publication.  In  addition,  there  is  a* 
number  of  small  gay  literary  journals.  One  in  particular  that  will  probably 
survive  and  grow  is  the  Gay  Journal.  In  addition  to  that,  CHE  itself  puts 
out  a  broadsheet  each  month  which  is  a  four  page,  typeset  publication 
mainly  for  its  own  members.  But  the  content  is  probably  of  interest  to 
anybody  who  wants  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  gay  movement. 

As  well  as  that,  the/e  are  a  couple  of  lesbian  magazines.  The  most  well 
known  is  Sappho.  Sappho  is  a  combination  of  political  and  literary 
comment  and  it’s  probably  the  main  source  of  information  for  lesbians 
throughout  the  country.  It  has  the  widest  circulation  and  has  been  going  on 
the  longest.  1  think  another  lesbian  journal.  Arena  3,  has  now  folded. 

WB:  Listening  to  you,  it  seems  that  groups  and  publications  in  England  are 
divided  along  sexual  and  political  lines.  Is  that  a  valid  observation? 

TM:  I  think  that  is  broadly  true.  At  the  moment  there  is  no  coalition 
between  lines,  no  standing  conference  that  links  the  various  political 
positions  and  brings  together  men  and  women  except  perhaps  the  Gay 
Pride  Week  Committee,  which  is  formed  and  reformed  each  year  to 
organize  gay  pride  week  events  and  marches.  That  is  probably  the  one  con¬ 
sistent  place  where  all  political  sides  meet  and  men  and  women  work 
together  to  represent  the  gay  community  as  a  whole. 

WB:  Where  do  you  see  the  gay  movement  in  England  going  in  the  future? 
TM:  It  is  in  a  very  interesting  position  at  the  moment.  I  hope  that  the  GAA 
doesn’t  fall  apart  because  they  got  off  to  a  very  shaky  start  about  a  year 
ago;  they  were  bom  out  of  the  protest  movement  of  the  Gay  News  pro¬ 
secution  and  initially  they  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  and  energy  on  action 
campaigns.  For  example,  they  campaigned  against  a  major  chain  of  news 
sellers,  W.H.  Smith,  because  W.H.  Smith  banned  the  sale  of  Gay  News  in 
its  shops.  A  campaign  like  that,  however,  takes  up  a  lot  of  energy  and  ulti¬ 
mately  loses  public  interest.  Unless  you  have  a  quick  victory,  they  tend  to 
be  a  waste  of  time.  GAA  is  now  working  out  its  theoretical  basis.  As  a 
result  of  this,  it  is  likely  to  split.  At  its  last  conference  attendence  was  very 
very  poor.  I  hope  that  some  kind  of  radical  gay  movement  will  continue  to 
grow  and  develop  in  Britain.  I  don’t  even  see  why  it  shouldn’t  be  a  part  of 
or  at  least  link  with  CHE  in  some  way. 

“Private”  was  specifically  stated  to 

mean  that  there  were  not  over  two 
people  present  and  that  a  toilet  to 
which  the  public  had  access  was  not  a 
private  place  even  if  it  has  locked 
cubicles. 

WB:  So  you  see  the  various  organizations,  though  politically  different,  as 
supplementing  one  another? 

TM:  That’s  right,  yes.  The  other  interesting  development  in  gay  political 
activism  is  in  the  fringe  left  parties.  Almost  all  now  have  a  gay  group  or  gay 
sub-group.  In  the  case  of  some  of  these  parties,  this  has  been  a  complete 
reversal  of  previous  policy.  Now  they  are  invariably  pro-gay.  The  three 
main  ones  are  the  Communist  Party,  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  and  the 
Workers  Revolutionary  Party.  They  all  have  their  gay  caucuses.  A  number 
of  trade  unions  also  have  gay  caucuses  and  gay  sub-groups.  But  it  is  easier 
for  middle  class  white  collar  trade  union  members  to  organize  around  gay 
issues  than  it  is  for  their  more  working  class  comrades  to  raise  gay  rights 
issues  in  the  working  class  trade  unions.  I  hope  that  in  the  next  year  or  two, 
we  will  see  some  development  of  gay  caucuses  in  the  blue  collar  unions.  I 
have  been  involved  in  CHE’s  trade  union  campaign,  which  has  spent  the 
last  year  going  around  the  country  organizing  a  basic  framework  and 
program  for  the  establishment  of  gay  groups  in  unions  and  provided  a  way 
for  gay  trade  union  activists  to  raise  gay  issues  at  their  union  meetings. 

WB:  Are  you  currently  working  on  any  legal  issues? 


TM:  I  personally  don’t  spend  a  great  deal  of  my  time  working  on  the 
production  of  draft  legislation,  mainly  because  in  CHE  we  have  already 
done  that.  We  drafted  a  sex  discrimination  bill  which  aims  to  include  sexual 
orientation  in  the  existing  sex  discrimination  act.  We  also  have  drafted 
legislation  for  a  criminal  law  board  which  deals  with  most  of  the  areas  in 
which  gay  men  are  currently  prohibited  by  law  from  indulging  in  sex  or 
from  seeking  out  sexual  partners. 

I  am  more  involved  with  dealing  with  individuals  in  trouble  with  the 
law.  Eighteen  months  ago  a  number  of  us  formed  an  organization  called 
GLAD  (Gay  Legal  Advice).  (I  was  very  surprised  to  see  a  similar  group  in 
Boston  has  the  same  name.)  What  GLAD  aims  to  do  is  to  provide  a 
telephone  service  every  night  of  the  year  for  gays  who  have  some  legal 
problem  that  is  connected  with  the  fact  that  they  are  gay.  It  acts  as  an 
emergency  help  line.  We  refer  people  to  a  lawyer  if  they  need  one  and  try  to 
give  people  who  call  us  support  during  their  legal  crisis.  We  are  not  a 
counseling  group  or  a  defending  group.  We  are  somewhere  between  the 
two.  We  consist  of  people  who  know  about  the  law  and  therefore  we  are 
able  to  give  information  and  advice  to  someone  who  is  going  through  a 
legal  crisis.  If  they  need  more  personal  counseling,  we  can  refer  them  on  to 
counseling  agencies. 

As  far  as  legal  change  is  concerned,  it’s  unlikely,  during  the  lifetime  of 
this  government,  that  there  is  any  chance  of  getting  any  kind  of  law  reform 
through  Parliament.  That  doesn’t  mean  to  say  that  we  should  stop  work¬ 
ing,  but  what  it  means  effectively,  I  think,  is  that  we  should  channel  our 
activities  into  helping  people  deal  with  the  law  as  it  is  currently.  We  should 
show  that  we  are  strong  enough  as  an  activist  force  and  a  political  force  to 
be  taken  notice  of  so  that  we  can  raise  the  whole  question  of  gay  law 
reform.  But  until  we  get  people  interested  in  knowing  how  gays  are  oppres¬ 
sed,  I  don’t  think  there  is  any  hope  of  getting  anything  through  Parliament. 
WB:  While  you  have  been  in  this  country,  is  there  anything  that  stands  out 
in  your  mind  as  being  different  from  gay  life  in  England? 

TM:  From  my  experience  in  New  York  and  from  my  recollection  of  San 
Francisco  —  I  was  in  San  Francisco  three  years  ago  —  there  are  a  lot  of 
overt  differences  insofar  as  gays  are  much  more  obviously  present  on  the 
streets,  in  political  organizations  and  are,  generally  speaking,  taken  much 
more  notice  of  by  politicians.  But  I  think,  when  it  comes  down  to  it,  there 
are  a  lot  of  similarities.  No  city  in  Britain  has  become  the  sort  of  haven  for 
gays  as  San  Francisco  has.  The  most  noticeable  difference  that  I  as  a  gay 
man  have  noticed  is  that  it  is  a  lot  easier  to  have  sex  in  places  like  baths 
without  police  harassment  than  it  ever  would  be  in  Britain.  Any  saunas  or 

The  Spanish  government  legitimizes 
all  sorts  of  other  organizations  that 
were  illegal  under  the  Franco  regime, 
the  most  obvious  being  the  Commun¬ 
ist  Party.  However,  the  government 
has,  so  far,  said  “No”  to  organiza- 
tions  of  homosexuals. 

bathhouses  where  people  have  sex  on  the  premises  would  be  raided  and 
closed  by  the  police.  In  most  major  American  cities,  there  are  places  where 
gay  men  can  go  where  they  know  they  will  be  able  to  meet  other  men  and 
have  sex  with  them,  there  and  then  on  the  premises,  without  fear  of  police 
attack  and  prosecution.  That  certainly  isn’t  true  of  Britain. 

In  Britain,  some  local  police  chiefs,  depending  upon  their  political  and 
moral  outlook,  have  started  to  crack  down  on  gay  establishments.  For 
instance,  in  Manchester,  the  police  raided  a  gay  club  and  invoked  a  very  old 
city  ordinance  that  forbids  licentious  dancing.  They  are  dredging  up 
ancient  bylaws  to  harass  and  attack  gay  people  and  close  their  social 
outlets.  That’s  happening  in  all  sorts  of  parts  of  the  country.  Gays  are  quite 
regularly  rounded  up.  This  applies  only  to  gay  men,  but  quite  regularly 
there  is  a  kind  of  mini-pogrom  in  particular  parts  of  the  country.  This 
usually  happens  because  somebody  has  been  attacked  or  because  an 
underaged  man,  let’s  say  under  21,  has  been  involved  in  gay  sex.  The 
technique  is  to  get  a  hold  of  a  couple  of  individuals,  terrify  the  wits  out  of 
them,  interview  them  for  hours  on  end,  perhaps  go  to  their  place  of  work, 
or  go  into  their  parents’  house.  As  a  result  of  this  the  individuals  usually  are 
completely  terrified  and  hand  over  lists  of  names  and  addresses.  These  lists 
are  gone  through  and  more  lists  are  produced.  And  so  you  get  a  whole 
network  of  30,  40,  50  people  questioned.  That  has  been  going  on  the  last 
year  in  Bradford,  in  Leomington,  and  in  the  Midlands.  The  police  have 
been  known  to  take  down  the  car  registration  numbers  of  cars  parked 
outside  meeting  houses,  church  halls,  or  other  places  where  CHE  meetings 
are  taking  place,  and  then  to  trace  the  owner  of  the  car  and  go  along  and 
try  to  question  the  car  owners.  Quite  often  the  car  owner  isn’t  the  CHE 
member.  It  is  the  CHE  member’s  parent  or  friend.  Many  times  the  owner  is 
unaware  that  their  friend  or  son  or  daughter  who  borrowed  the  car  had 
gone  to  a  CHE  meeting. 

I  would  like  to  close  by  relating  an  event  which  has  gotten  the  most 
amount  of  news  coverage  in  the  last  year  in  Britain.  The  CHE  group  in 
Northhampton,  in  the  Midlands,  asked  to  take  part  in  the  Remembrance 
Day  service,  our  Memorial  Day,  which  is  held  every  year.  The  North¬ 
hampton  CHE  group  asked  to  participate  in  the  locd  civic  ceremony 
service  and  to  lay  a  wreath  at  the  church  service.  The  mayor  agreed  that 
they  should  take  part.  As  a  result,  various  organizations  like  the  boy  scouts 
organizations  and  veterans  groups  refused  to  take  part  in  the  march.  They 
said  that  they  wouldn’t  march  with  homosexuals.  Anyway,  the  march  went 
ahead  and  the  Northhampton  CHE  group  laid  a  wreath  of  pink  carna¬ 
tions  in  the  form  of  a  pink  triangle  in  the  war  cemetery  and  this  caused  a 
great  storm  in  the  local  press. 

WB:  How  did  you  get  the  mayor  to  allow  you  to  march? 

TM:  Simply  by  writing  to  the  mayor’s  office  and  saying  that  we  wished  to 
take  part  in  the  parade.  The  mayor  herself  didn’t  object  and  it  was  in  her 
hands  to  decide  who  should  and  should  not  take  part  in  the  civic  ceremony. 
The  well-known  writer,  Bernard  Latham,  devoted  his  piece  in  the  London 
Times,  following  Remembrance  Day,  to  a  discussion  of  the  rights  and 
wrongs  of  those  who  withdrew  from  the  march  and  came  out  very  suppor¬ 
tive  of  the  CHE  group  and  of  the  rights  of  homosexuals  to  express  their 
sympathy  for  and  gratitude  to  the  war  dead.  He  said  there  is  no  difference 
between  dead  homosexual  soldiers  and  dead  heterosexual  soldiers.  All  died 
fighting  the  same  cause.  That, I  think,  gave  us  quite  a  lot  of  favorable 
publicity. 
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SDEAk  up 
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FAMillES 

Are  you  concerned  with  human 
services?  Able  to  volunteer  two  to 
four  hours  of  your  time  each  week? 
Able  to  attend  meetings  with  other 
citizens  and  state  officials? 


As  An 

Area 

Advisory 

Board 

Member 


THE  MASSACHUSETTS  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOCIAL  SERVICES 
is  seeking  volunteers  to  serve  on  area  advisory  boards.  The 
Department,  a  new  state  agency,  will  begin  full  operation  on 
July  1 , 1 980,  to  deliver  human  services  to  adults,  children,  and 
families  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  DSS  will  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  child  protective  services,  foster  care  and  adoption,  day 
care,  children  in  need  of  services  (CHI  NS),  individual  and  family 
counseling  and  similar  social  services.  Area  board  members 
will  participate  in  planning,  advise  on  departmental  policies, 
help  establish  budget  and  program  priorities,  and  assist  in  the 
selection  of  the  Area  Director. 


All  interested  persons,  please  write,  by 
November  26,  to: 

Area  Board  Selection  Committee 
c/o  Department  of  Social  Services 
150  Causeway  Street,  1 1th  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02114 


Everything's  Coming  Up  Roses 


RESEARCH  SUBJECTS  NEEDED 

We  want  to  interview  subjects  about  their  person¬ 
ality,  sexual  behavior  and  mental  abilities. 

You  must  be  Mats,  Age  25-35,  Unmarried  and  In  good 
health.  Time  required:  about  5  hours.  Payment:  $25. 

247-5485 

FAMILY  STUDIES  LABORATORY 
BOSTON  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE 


The  Rose. 

With  Bette  Midler,  Alan  Bates, 
Frederick  Forrest ' 

Directed  by  Mark  Rydell. 
Screenplay  by  Bo  Goldman  and 
William  Kerby. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Talk  of  The  Rose  first  surfaced 
several  years  ago  with  rumors  of  a 
film  bio  of  Janis  Joplin.  It  was 
announced  that  Bette  Midler 
would  play  the  lead,  and  then  an¬ 
nounced  that  she  would  still  play 


the  lead,  but  that  the  film  was  not 
about  Joplin.  It  was  scheduled  to 
open  last  Easter  but  then  with¬ 
drawn  and  recut,  shown  to  pre¬ 
view  audiences,  and  cut  again. 
Finally  released,  it  shows  its 
troubles  but  is  a  triumph  for 
Midler. 

Perhaps  more  aptly  titled 
Scenes  From  A  Rock  Star’s  Life, 
The  Rose  is  a  jumble  of  vignettes 
concerning  the  Joplinesque  Rose 
and  her  various  loves,  problems, 
and  eventual  death  from  an  over¬ 
dose.  The  trouble  with  this  tech¬ 
nique  is  that  the  only  connecting 


thread  is  the  Rose.  There  is  little 
social  context  to  place  events  in  — 
one  supposes  that  it  is  the  sixties, 
but  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
radio  item  about  Viet  Nam,  even 
the  decade  is  unspecified.  We  have 
no  idea  about  what  Rose’s  rise  to 
fame  was  like,  and  only  the  brief¬ 
est  glimpses  into  her  history  or  re¬ 
lationships.  What  there  is,  is 
almost  documentary  in  approach 
and  tone. 

Whatever  problems  the  film 
has,  it  still  stars  Midler.  In  a  media 
world  filled  with  TV  dinner  emo- 
Continued  on  Page  11 
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tions,  a  talent  like  Midler’s  radi¬ 
ates,  startles,  almost  frightens. 
She  is  one  of  those  actors  who 
doesn’t  play  the  subtext;  she  is  the 
subtext.  The  Rose  is  the  perfect 
movie  debut  for  her.  Brash, 
vulgar,  addicted  to  pills  and  dope 
she  is  also  the  frightened,  lonely, 
little-girl-blue  who  needs  her  audi¬ 
ence  more  than  she  hates  what 
they  are  doing  to  her.  Her  private 
and  public  lives  are  inextricably 
entwined. 

Midler  has  always  had  a 
profound  understanding  of 
“style.”  Her  repertoire  ranges 
from  the  Andrews  Sisters  to  Bob 
Dylan,  from  disco  to  Kurt  Weill. 
Yet  there  is  more  than  just  sur¬ 
face.  Her  recordings  of  “Hello  in 
There”  and  “Millworker”  show 
amazing  depth  and  compassion. 
Her  constant  mask-chanpng 
always  seems  to  cover  feelings 
that,  if  let  loose,  would  spill  with¬ 
out  end.  She  is  able  to  achieve  a 
strange  union  of  camp  and  soul. 
Her  intro  —  “Fried  Eggs”  —  to 
“Hello  in  There”  on  the  concert 
album  is  a  prime  example  of  this.) 

Cutting  through  the  messy 
writing  and  the  ineffectual  direc¬ 
tion,  Midler  lets  loose  and  carries 
the  film  far  beyond  where  it  might 
have  gone  without  her.  She  pro¬ 
jects  so  much  resonance  into  a  line 
(any  line)  that  it  becomes  mean¬ 
ingful.  We  never  doubt  the 
authenticity  of  what  is  being  said, 
and  can  dwell  upon  the  immediate 
details  in  the  absence  of  a  struc-  , 
ture.  Whether  she  is  on  stage 
singing  with  a  Rose  look-alike 
drag,  necking  with  a  woman 
lover,  in  a  phone  booth  shooting 
up,  or  taking  pills  and  talking  to 
her  mother,  Midler  is  believable 
and  moving.  Her  singing  is  as 
good  as  usual;  the  only  trouble  is 
that  many  of  the  songs,  through 
serviceable,  are  not  top-quality. 


In  the  tradition  of  “star” 
movies  like  /  Could  Go  On  Sing¬ 
ing,  A  Star  Is  Bom,  and  /'//  Cry 
Tomorrow,  The  Rose  never  de¬ 
scends  to  bathos.  Midler  has  a 
toughness  that  prevents  her  from 
playing  her  part  as  a  blameless 
victim.  Rose  is  nasty,  demanding, 
selfish,  and  rude  —  and  under¬ 
standable.  Julie  Andrews  played 
Gertrude  Lawrence  like  this  in 
Blake  Edwards’  ^tar,  but  her 
super  goodie-two-shoes  image 
worked  against  her.  Midler  can 
bring  it  off.  That  kernel  of  emo¬ 
tional  truth  is  always  there  which 
prevents  a  two-dimensional  or 
cardboard  vision. 

Frederick  Forrest  as  Hose’s  lover 
is  very  convincing  as  the  Texas 
cowboy/soldier  gone  AWOL.  He 
is  able  to  hold  his  own  with 
Midler,  which  is  quite  a  feat. 
Bates  as  her  manager  is  good,  but 
suffers  from  the  script:  unlike 
Midler  he  is  not  quite  able  to  make 
it  up  in  sheer  bravado.  What 
could  have  been  a  major  role  is 
now  a  supporting  one,  though  suf¬ 
ficient.  The  production  values  are 
generally  high.  The  Dolby  stereo 
is  quite  effective  in  the  concert 
scenes,  and  the  smaller  parts  are 
competently  handled.  Rydell’s 
direction  is  unexceptional;  he  has 
even  lost  the  artiness  that 
presided  over  The  Fox. 

But  most  of  that  doesn’t  matter 
a  whole  lot.  Bette  Midler’s  acting 
and  singing  have  a  truth  and  real¬ 
ness  that  give  the  film  a  center. 
She  has  a  vulnerability  that  other 
performers  never  achieve  (one  is 
reminded  of  such  diverse  perfor¬ 
mances  as  Katherine  Hepburn  in 
Long  Day’s  Journey  Into  Night  or 
Judy  Holliday  singing  “The 
Party’s  Over”  in  Bells  Are 
Ringing.)  Whatever  it  is,  it  works. 
You  leave  the  theater  wondering  if 
there  isn’t  anything  that  Bette 
Midler  can’t  do. 
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GAY-^HEALTH  ^LESBIAN 

At  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  we  look  out 
for  our  brothers  and  sisters. 

Gynecology,  colds,  VD,  hypertension,  nutrition  .  .  . 
For  young  &  old. 

By  lesbian  &  gay  male  medical  providers. 

By  appointment  Mon.-Fri.  days  and  Mon.  evening. 
Walk-in  VD  session  Wed.  6:30-8  p.m. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA _ (617)  267-7573 


TTY: 

Nancy 

Becker 

437-3067 


PART  OF  THE  PROCEEDS  WILL  GO  TO  LOCAL  ANTI-NUCLEAR  GROUPS 

Wednesday,  November  28th  at  8:00  p.m. 
Hines  Auditorium,  900  Bolyston  St.,  Boston 


General  Information: 

Introduction  by  Dr.  Helen  Caldicott 
J.T.  Thomas,  pianist 

Susan  Freundlich,  interpreter  for  the  hearing  impaired 


Concert  will  be  filmed  by  the  Michigan 
Women’s  Filmmakers 
Childcare  available  —  for  reservations  call 
617/491-2630  before  Saturday,  Nov.  24th. 

Free  Exhibits: 

NUCLEAR  ISSUES  AND  SAFE 
ALTERNATIVES 

Hines  Lobby,  Wednesday,  noon  to  8  p.m. 
November  28 

For  Concert  Information 
Call:  Allegra  Productions 
491-2630. 


TICKETS  ON  SALE  AT: 

Allegra  Productions  —  186  Hampshire.  Camb,  491-2630 

April  26  Coalition  for  a  Nbn-Nuclcar  World.  354-0008 

LUNA  (Lesbians  United  in  Non-Nuclear  Action)  787-1372 

Daughters  of  Earth  267-1022 

EPIC  (Energy  Policy  Information  Center)  523-0376 

Mobilization  for  Survival.  13  Sellars  St.  Camb.  354-0008 

New  England  Coastal  Power  Show.  40  Kinnaird  St.,  Camb..  876-6265 

The  Red  Bookstore.  136  River  St.,  Camb.  491-6930 

The  Women’s  Emporium.  53  River  St.,  Camb.  661-2059 

The  Music  Emporium.  Inc.,  2018  Mass.  Ave.  Camb..  661-2099 

Out  of  Town  Ticket  Agency.  Harvard  Square,  Camb.  492-1900 

Concert  Charge  —  All  Credit  Cards  Accepted,  426-8181 

OTHER  MASS.  LOCATIONS 

Spiritus  Bookstore,  84  Main  St.  Gloucester,  MA 

Musiesmith.  Hanover  Mall,  Hanover,  MA  826-8480 

Dyno  Records  1  Middle  St.,  Newburyport.  MA  462-9630 

The  Women’s  Bookstore,  1087  Main  St.,  Worcester.  I-79I-5I27 

Womonfyrc  Books,  68  Masonic  St.»  Northampton,  413/586-6445 

OTHER  LOCATIONS: 

slonya  Wetstone’s  Books  &  Cheese,  Hartford.  CT  203/232-3710 
Rhymes,  New  Have,  CT  203/562-2508 
Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center.  Providence.  RI  401/863-2189 
Clarence’s  Chowder  House,  Portsmouth,  NH  603/431-7760 
Woman’s  Words  Books,  Contoocook.  NH  603/746-4483 
Feminist  Health  Center,  Concord.  NH  603/225-2739 
Opus  One.  58  Exchange  St.,  Portland,  ME  207/775-1051 
Macbeans'  134  Maine  St.  Brunswick,  ME  207/725-8516 

TICKETS  —  REGULAR  —  $6 
CONTRIBUTING  —  $10  SUPPORTING  —  $25 
For  mail  order  send  S.A.S.E.  and  check  or  money  order  to: 

Allegra  Productions.  267  Allston  St.,  Camb..  MA  02139 


Produced  by:  Allegra  Productions. 

Sponsored  by:  Boston  Area  Coalition  for  a  Nuclear  Free  Future. 
Co-sponsored  by:  Equal  Times  &  WCAS. 


Mr.  Ray’s 
Florist 


Phone  Credit  Cards 
Personal  Checks  Accepted 
Wire  Services 
Local  Delivery  to  all 
surrounding  towns 

492-5700 

Roy  and  Jim 

403  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 
Dried  ond  Silk  orrangements 
All  size  plants 


John  P  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Serving  the  Community 

2  Park  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 


Allen  M.Commeau 

Financial  &  Accounting 
Sendees 


General  ledger  write-ups  and  tax  returns 

45  West  Newton  St.  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02118 

617/247-2371 
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ADVERTISE  .  .  . 

your  business;  your  bosses’  business. 

Support  GCN  .  Support  GCN  advertisers 

CAU  TODAY  FOR  RATES  61 7/426-7042 


Snyder  &  Weinstein 

Attorneys  and  Counselors  at  Law 

Gay  Civil  Rights,  Commercial,  Criminal, 
Constitutional  Consultation  and  Litigation 
Cohabitation  Contracts— t5ay  Issues  Lectures 

240  COMMERCIAL  STREET  573  MAPLE  STREET 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02109  MANCHESTER,  N.H.  03104 
TEL.  (617)  227-8000  TEL.  (603)  669-3363 


TDB  COPY  GASSm 


•  Layout  and  Design 

•  Typing 

•  Typesetting 

•  Business  Cards 

•  Rubber  Stamps 

•  Enveiopes,  Stationery 


•  Offset  Printing 

•  Photocopying 

•  Collating 

•  Binding 

•  Folding 

•  Reductions 


115  Water  St. 

Boston,  Mass.  02109 
(617)  426-4515 

We  Provide  Complete  Printing  Services 
To  Suit  All  Your  Printing  Needs 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  .  .  . 

XAHADU  GRAPHICS 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Electronic  Page  Mokeup 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

14C  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  02109 


67  DESIGN  and  CmSTRUCTDN  INC 


67 centre  st  rvxbur[^  mass 

Lie  BUILDER 
427-1622 

space  planning  and' design 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


.STATION  423-4340 


"Young  and  Restless" 
ond 

"Tender  Moments" 


Direct  from  New  York; 
"Passing  Strangers" 
and 

"Forbidden  Letters" 


Boston's  Best  Att  Mote  SAow! 


L^F 

FLOiilSTS 


NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 


Elmvcrs  Wircil 

TELEPHONE;  247-3500 
DICK  GREENLEAF 

478  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
SOUTH  END,  BOSTON 


■ . Film  . — 

A  New  Fassbinder 


The  Marriage  of  Maria 
Braun. 

Directed  by  Rainer  Werner 

Fassbinder. 

Scenario  by  Peter  Marthesheimer, 

Pea  Frohlich. 

With  Hanna  Schygulla,  Klaus 

Lowitsch,  Ivan  Desny. 

At  the  Orson  Wells. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Fassbinder  is  a  consistently  in¬ 
teresting,  if  rather  cold,  director. 
His  leftist/progressive  politics 
mixed  with  his  Brechtian  notions 
of  form  and  style  have  always  re¬ 
sulted  in  thought  provoking,  emo¬ 
tionally  distant  films.  In  All:  Fear 
Eats  the  Soul  and  Mother  Kusters 
Goes  to  Heaven  he  managed  to 
warm  up  to  his  characters,  adding 
a  human  dimension  to  his  usual 
socio/economic  determinist 
outlook.  The  Marriage  of  Maria 
Braun  is  an  attempt  to  do  this 
again  and  although  it  may  not  be 
as  successfully  “moving”  as  AH  it 
has  enough  nerve  and  style  to  keep 
it  going. 

The  story  is  at  once  a  bold  meta¬ 
phor  for  the  reconstruction  of 
post-war  Germany  and  the  story 
of  Maria  Braun’s  (Hanna  Schy¬ 
gulla)  struggles  to  maintain  herself 
and  control  her  life.  Maria’s  mar¬ 
riage  to  Hermann  (Klaus 
Lowitsch)  lasts  for  only  half  a  day 
and  a  night  before  he  goes  to  war 
and  is  reported  missing.  Left  on 
her  own,  she  is  certain  that  he  is 
going  to  return  and  that  “there  is 
only  one  man  for  her.”  She 
brazens  herself  through  a  stint  as  a 
bar  girl  and  then,  through  wit  and 
nerve,  becomes  an  executive  in  a 
textile  firm  and  part-time  mistress 
to  its  French  owner  (Ivan  Densy). 
Although  she  has  become  financi¬ 
ally  and  socially  successful 
through  these  fifteen  years  she  has 
imprisoned  herself  in  her  ideal: 
the  “one  man”  for  whom  she  has 
intended  all  of  her  strivings. 

Maria  is  a  German  Scarlett 
O’Hara:  willful,  ruthless,  clever 
and  successful.  Both  are  enrap¬ 
tured  with  their  “special  man” 
and  both,  ultimately,  lose  him. 
The  difference  is  that  while  Scar¬ 
lett  is  faulted  for  being  too  aggres¬ 
sive  and  unfeminine,  Maria’s  fault 
is  that  she  is  basing  her  life  upon  a 
lie,  a  fantasy.  Fassbinder  is  con¬ 
cerned  in  this  film  with  more  than 
scolding  capitalism.  Maria’s  im¬ 
pulse  for  survival  is  fine;  her  mis¬ 
take  is  not  understanding  the  facts 
of  life. 

Fassbinder’s  attitude  towards 
women  has  always  been  somewhat 
ambivalent.  The  lesbians  in  The 


Bitter  Tears  of  Petra  Von  Kant 
were  slightly  bizarre  manequins 
and  the  wife  in  Despair  was  a 
vicious  caricature.  He  is  kinder  to 
the  lower  class  and  his  treatment 
of  Maria  is  dispassionate,  but  fair. 
She  is  never  blamed  for  being  a 
career  woman,  for  doing  what  she 
feels  she  has  to  do.  Although  she 
is  eventually  destructive  to  herself, 
he  admires  her  strength  and  char¬ 
acter.  He  maintains  a  double 
vision  that  allows  for  both,  judg¬ 
ment  and  understanding.  Maria  is 
always  aware  of  the  power  struc¬ 
ture.  When  her  boss  mentions 
having  an  affair  with  her  she  cor¬ 
rects  him:  “You  are  not  having  an 
affair  with  me.  I’m  having  an 
affair  with  you.” 

Fassbinder’s  love  of  Arnerican 
films  is  evident  in  all  his  work  and 
is  to  some  extent  responsible  for 
both  the  plot  and  the  tone  of  this 
film.  Maria  is  a  direct  descendent 
of  all  those  post  World  War  II 
Hollywood  movies  —  like  Mildred 
Pierce  —  that  reflected  the  ten¬ 
sions  of  women  going  into  the 
work  force.  The  change  here  is 
that  Maria  Braun  is  not  punished 
for  “trying  not  to  be  a  woman,” 
but  rather  for  “believing  what  a 
woman  should  be.”  Fassbinder’s 
use  of  color  and  melodrama  are 
reflections  of  such  Hollywood 
products  as  Written  On  the  Wind 
and  All  that  Heaven  Allows,  but 
he  has  based  his  work  upon  a 
clearly  defined  economic  analysis 
that  pushes  us  away  from  the 
familiar  material  and  allows  us  to 
approach  it  freshly. 

All  of  Fassbinder  is  deeply 
rooted  in  and  concerned  with  post 
war  German  society.  The  Marri¬ 
age  of  Maria  Braun  is  perhaps  his 


most  extreme  example  of  this. 
There  is  an  almost  literal  analogy 
between  the  characters  and 
specific  historical  events.  The  film 
is  a  violently  critical  assessment  of 
German  life  since  the  war.  Fass¬ 
binder  has  been  accused  by  some 
German  journalists  of 
encouraging  such  terrorists  as  the 
Bader-Meinhof  Gang  by  his  nega¬ 
tivism.  The  violence  at  the  end  of 
the  film  corresponds  to  the  terror¬ 
ism  in  contemporary  Germany 
and  the  body  of  the  film  shows 
how  its  emergence  is  not  by 
chance,  but  inevitable. 

Hanna  Schygulla  gives  a 
wonderful  performance  as  Maria. 
She  has  been  compared  to 
Dietrich  and  Harlow,  but  she  also 
embodies  the  characteristics  of 
tougher  American  actresses  like 
Roslyn  Russell  (especially  in 
Craig’s  Wife,  directed  by  feminist 
Dorothy  Azner)  or  Joan  Craw¬ 
ford.  She  can  be  both  warm  and 
loving  (the  scenes  with  her  mother 
and  friend  Betty)  or  vulgar  and 
very  funny  (as  when  she  tells  off 
the  American  soldier  on  the  train). 
She  does  a  wonderful  job  for 
someone  who  has  to  play  along 
with  the  German  government’s 
post-war  economic  policy.  From 
the  reviews  of  Maria  Braun  Schy¬ 
gulla  is  on  her  way  to  replacing 
Laura  Antinolli  as  this  year’s 
movie  sex  object.  However,  this 
view  does  not  understand  the 
complexities  of  Fassbinder’s 
double  vision. 

The  Marriage  of  Maria  Braun  is 
refined  and  quintessential  Fass¬ 
binder.  It’s  a  political,  thoughtful, 
somewhat  cold,  though  oddly 
affecting,  look  at  contemporary 
Germany. 


^  Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn — 

An  Afternoon  at  the  Mayor's 


By  Nancy  Walker 
On  Wednesday,  October  24, 
1979,  I  attended  my  first  meeting 
with  the  mayor  of  a  large  Ameri¬ 
can  city.  Boston’s  incumbent 
mayor,  Kevin  White,  had  con¬ 
sented  to  meet  with  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  gay  community  in 
order  to  open  a  dialogue  between 
the  city  and  its  gay  residents.  I  had 
been  summoned  to  the  meeting  by 
a  phone  call  from  Linda  Carford, 
a  local  business  woman.  I  wasn’t 
at  all  sure  what  to  expect,  but 
some  survival  instinct  made  me 
determined  to  go,  despite  the  fact 
that  the  meeting  was  called  for 
5:30,  and  I  am  supposed  to  work 
until  6.  The  meeting  took  place  in 
the  Parkman  House  on  Beacon 
St.,  a  bit  of  old  Boston  elegance  if 
ever  I  saw  one.  It  was  swanky,  but 
in  painfully  good  taste,  as  was  just 
about  everything  else.  At  first  I 
thought  I  had  wandered  into  the 
wrong  place;  everyone  looked  so 


damned  prosperous.  Picture  a 
group  of  Madison  Avenue  (NYC 
is  my  only  frame  of  reference  for 
this)  types  in  three-piece  suits,  and 
you’ve  got  the  image.  A  few 
women,  very  few,  were  there,  and 
only  two  black  people,  one  man 
and  a  woman  from  the  mayor’s 
staff,  who  helped  us  with  name 
tags  and  the  writing  of  questions 
for  the  mayor  to  answer.  We  were 
served  quaint  little  h’ors 
d’oeuvres,  some  mulled  cider, 
coffee.  Everything  was  sedate  and 
proper. 

Here  I  was  at_a  meeting  with  the 
mayor,  surrounded  by  people  who 
were  not  my  peers.  I  couldn’t  even 
begin  to  buy  their  clothes!  But  I 
was  there,  and  I  hadn’t  had  to 
break  down  the  door  to  get  there. 
I  had  been  invited  —  as  a  token? 
If  so,  a  token  of  what??  I  do  not 
represent  the  press,  not  really.  I 
assumed  that  others  from  GCN 
had  been  invited,  and  a  few  of 


them  were  there.  I  was  not  invited, 
I  hope,  because  I  am  femakj 
although  I  did  help  to  swell  the 
meager  number  of  women.  I  hope 
I  was  there  for  the  sake  of  the 
input  I  could  give,  I  did  what  I 
could  by  way  of  writing  out  two 
questions,  neither  of  which  the 
mayor  got  to  address  in  person, 
though  we  were  promised  that  we 
would  be  given  written  replies  to 
the  questions  that  weren’t  handled 
at  the  meeting.  I  wanted  to  know 
what  the  city  would  do  to  guaran¬ 
tee  the  rights  of  gay  teachers  to 
work  without  discrimination  in 
Boston.  I  was  also  concerned,  as 
were  a  number  of  others,-  about 
gay  youth.  In  broad  terms,  under 
the  general  heading  of  social  ser¬ 
vices,  the  youth  issue  was 
addressed.  I  can  not  fault  the 
mayor  for  what  he  said  or  did, 
once  he  arrived,  only  for  his  being 
late,  which  is  “an  occupational 


Continued  on  the  next  page 
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Theater 

Guare’s  Sardonic  Comedy 


Landscape  of  the  Body 

By  John  Guare 
Directed  by  Rob  Eichler 
People’s  Theatre 
1253  Cambridge  St.,  Inman  Sq. 
Thurs.-Sat.,  Sun.  mat.  through 
Dec.  2 

By  Melvin  Frankel 

I’ve  got  a  reviewer’s  right  to  call 
this  play  a  masterpiece  on  a  gay 
theme.  One  reviewer  of  the  1977 
Off-Broadway  production,  figur¬ 
ing  its  theme  to  be  “evil  can  lurk 
in  anyone,’’  said  the  play’s  con¬ 
tent  is  at  loose  ends  with  its  theme. 

I  assume  he  was  taking  the  plot 
dead  seriously,  as  if  the  topic  “a 
gay  murder’’  has  to  be  a  morose 
affair  like  Cruising  (the  movie)  in 
which  psycho-social  hang-ups 
may  never  hang  loose. 

But  Guare’s  script  is  filled  with 
sardonic  humor.  He  gives  the  play 
an  absurd  surface,  a  basic  plot  of 
she-lost-her-innocence-in-the-big- 
city.  A  mother  and  her  fourteen- 
year-old  son  come  from  Maine  to 
visit  her  sister  who  lives  in  the 
Village.  The  sister  works  for  a 
shifty  honeymoon  service  and  has 
slipped  into  making  porno 
movies.  She  dies.  The  mother  re¬ 
mains  in  the  Village  and  goes  the 
honeymoon-porn  route  herself. 

Two  deeper  levels  of  absurdity 
in  the  script  weave  those  “loose 
ends’’  into  a  masterful  dramatic 
structure.  Stale  social  values  get 
constantly  deflated.  Deeper  yet, 
the  theatrical  style  alternates  the 
characters’  respectability  and  in¬ 
decency  so  thoroughly  that  the  au¬ 
dience  must  suspend  moral  judg¬ 
ment  and  accept  each  moment  as 
it  comes,  as  the  characters  have  to 
do. 

Development  in  the  first  two 
scenes  is  an  example.  We  see  a  guy 
in  a  crazy  disguise  verbally 

Odyssey 

Continued  from  preceding  page 

disease,’’  according  to  him,  and 
for  his  not  being  able  to  stay  long 
enough  to  deal  with  a  whole  host 
of  serious  concerns. 

The  mayor  struck  me  as  forth¬ 
right  and  direct.  He  exuded  self- 
confidence  at  the  same  time  that 
he  was  beguilingly  humble.  When 
he  walked  in  and  was  greeted  by 
loud  and  sustained  applause,  he 
said,  “Whenever  I  get  applauded, 
it  makes  me  nervous.”  How  dis¬ 
arming.  He  is  an  attractive  man, 
and  makes  you  want  to  see  him 
stick  around.  I,  quite  frankly,  had 
every  intention  of  voting  for  him. 
He  had  a  proven  track-record  of 
decency  toward  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity.  He  doesn’t  seem  to  care  about 
anyone’s  sexual  preference,  only 
his  or  her  ability  to  do  a  job. 

He  said  that  he  would  gladly 
place  a  city-owned  building  at  the 
disposal  of  our  community  for  a 
gay  center.  He  said  he  would  look 
into  the  question  of  gays  being 
harassed  on  the  streets  at  night. 
He  seemed  to  want  us  to  continue 
to  fight  for,  and  receive,  our 
rights.  He  said  that  gays  have  just 
begun  to  surface  and  demand 
their  rights,  as  if  that  were  a  per¬ 
fectly  natural  and  proper  thing  for 
us  to  do.  He  didn’t  paint  a  parti¬ 
cularly  rosy  picture.  He  didn’t 
promise  “pie  in  the  sky  by  and 
by.”  But  he  did  assure  us  that  we 
should  be  treated  like  any  other 
minority,  with  as  much  chance  of 
receiving  public  funds  for 
necessary  social  services  as  anyone 
else.  People  seemed  generally 
pleased  with  the  meeting,  especi¬ 
ally  since  it  was  agreed  that  this 
was  to  be  the  beginning  of  a 
dialogue  between  the  mayor  and 
the  gay  community. 

The  mayor’s  stay  was  short, 
and  the  representatives  of  the  gay 
community  were  hardly  as  diverse 
as  the  community  itself,  but  the 


assaulting  an  innocent  woman, 
Betty,  on  a  ferry  boat  to  Nan¬ 
tucket.  He’s  been  an  awful  male 
chauvinist,  but  when  he  takes  off 
the  disguise,  we  learn  he  is  a 
detective.  In  their  next  scene  to¬ 
gether,  he’s  cross-examining  Betty 
so  she’ll  confess  to  the  de¬ 
capitation  of  her  son.  She  admits 
only  to  having  made  some  dire 
porn  movies.  When  she  stops  the 
detective  short,  calling  him  a  fag¬ 
got,  he’s  been  so  vicious,  we’re 
caught  between  laughing,  because 
he  deserves  to  be  dished,  and  won¬ 
dering  if  Betty’s  anti-gay  attitude 
made  her  kill  her  son,  Burt. 

We  first  see  Burt  as  a  Christo¬ 
pher  Street  gang  leader  who  brags 
about  luring  older  gays  home  so 
he  can  knock  them  out  and  steal 
their  watches.  Later,  Betty  uses 
the  shock  tactic  of  calling  him  a 
“faggot,”  to  make  him  face  up  to 
his  gay  ness.  A  gentle  enough  scene 
follows  in  which  Burt  washes  her 
hair.  Scenes  later,  his  murder  is 
not  the  anonymous.  Central  Park 
type,  but  as  much  comic  as  it  is 
horrifying. 

Throughout  the  play,  especially 
when  diverse  emotions  pile  up, 
out  comes  Betty’s  sister,  in  the 
additional  role  of  narrator/ 
cabaret  song  stylist,  there  being  a 
piano  accompanist,  Davis  Haas, 
always  onstage.  (He  also  makes 
effective  background  music  by 
plucking  the  insides  of  the  instru¬ 
ment.)  She  tells  us  early  on  that 
she,  as  the  sister,  is  already  dead, 
but  it  never  cramps  her  style. 

Just  when  we  think  Betty  is 
turning  into  a  thoroughly  decent 
mother,  out  of  the  dramatic 
woodwork  comes  a  Good  Humor 
man  from  Maine  with  a  proposi¬ 
tion  she  doesn’t  resist. 

But  the  perfect  example  of  how 


issues  dealt  with  did  concern  the 
community  as  a  whole,  including 
the  more  disadvantaged  members 
of  it.  The  medical  needs  of  the  les¬ 
bian  community  were  discussed, 
as  were  the  needs  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  in  general  for  access  to  the 
support  agencies  of  all  kinds 
throughout  the  city.  I  guess  the 
major  question  boils  down  to  pre¬ 
cisely  that  —  access,  to  becoming 
part  of  the  larger  fabric  of  the 
city,  to  being  taken  on  our  own 
terms,  and  judged  on  our  merits 
as  individuals  without  being  dis¬ 
criminated  against  because  we  are 
gay.  Mayor  White  did  seem  to 
concur  in  the  opinion  that  gays 
have  as  much  right  to  live  and  suc¬ 
ceed  as  anyone  else.  We  sh2dl  see 
what  the  future  brings.  I  certainly 
got  the  impression  that  the  mayor 
was  on  our  side,  that  he  would 
keep  his  word,  and  that  something 
positive  would  come  out  of  this 
brief  encounter. 

I  left  soon  after  the  mayor  did, 
wishing  that  we  could  use  the 
Parkman  House  for  our  own 
community  meetings.  I  find 
myself  getting  a  taste  for  quiet 
splendor.  ...  I  reflected  on  the 
significance  of  what  had  just 
transpired  in  my  rather  surprising 
life.  Here  I  was,  a  displaced  New 
York  Jew,  an  aging  lesbian  in  a 
world  moving  a  little  too  fast  for 
her  to  take  it  all  in.  Was  it  really 
so  short  a  time  ago  as  1971  that 
my  sother  and  I  had  no  admittedly 
gay  friends???  Had  I  really 
endured  my  crazy  youth,  and 
been  at  odds  with  the  universe  for 
so  much  of  my  sojourn  here  on 
earth,  only  to  find  myself  part  of  a 
group  (and  this  after  that  incredi¬ 
ble  high  I’d  experienced  at  the 
March  on  Washington  so  shortly 
before)  of  gay  men  and  women 
meeting  with  the  mayor  of  Boston 
to  discuss  gay  rights??? 

Everyone  sees  things  from  his 
or  her  own  perspective.  We  have 


the  play  skews  our  point  of  view  is 
the  character  of  the  Cuban  honey¬ 
moon  service  lech.  He  wears  a 
dress  over  his  business  suit  while 
seducing  Betty.  His  explanation  of 
why  we  can’t  consider  him  “in 
drag,”  as  he  dances  with  a  tele¬ 
phone,  makes  arguments  about 
straight-vs.-gay  lifestyles  sound 
absurd. 

By  the  end  of  the  evening,  I 
wasn’t  so  much  fond  of  the  char¬ 
acters  as  I  was  at  one  with  them  in 
their  oddball  predicament.  Life. 

Praise  be  to  the  cast  and  direc¬ 
tor,  Rob  Eichler,  for  not  going  the 
way  of  Actors  Studio  anguish  but 
keeping  everything  light  enough  to 
let  the  play’s  humanity  ease 
through. 

Grace  Costa’s  Betty  moved  na¬ 
turally  from  free  spirit  to  hard 
realist.  Only  the  character’s  occa¬ 
sional  comic  wit  was  under-em¬ 
phasized;  the  cross-examination 
could  have  ended  with  more  nose 
thumbing.  Jon  Savoia,  as  the 
Good  Humor  man,  and  Diane,  as 
a  hooligan-friend  of  Burt,  act  as  if 
they  were  the  characters  incar¬ 
nate.  We  might  also  give  special 
thanks  to  Kevin  Fennessy  for  his 
great  tight  rope  act;  he  keeps  the 
gay  son  away  from  the  brinks  of 
either  loathsomeness  or  sentimen¬ 
tality. 

Vince  Mahler,  in  his  honey¬ 
moon  deal,  remains  charming  in 
his  bastardliness,  and  Judy  Braha, 
Louis  Greco,  Michael  Rozansky 
and  Alpine  Thorn  manage  to  do 
the  same  in  their  roles. 

People’s  Theatre  is  an  intimate 
acting  space  and  perhaps  the 
closeness  of  the  audience  makes 
the  actors  feel  a  little  stiff.  An 
extra  bit  of  ease  would  simply  im¬ 
prove  an  already  excellent  produc¬ 
tion. 


no  choice  about  that,  so  what 
each  person  sees  is  necessarily  very 
different.  From  my  own  historical 
vantage  point,  I  see  enormous 
progress  both  internally,  in  the 
sense  of  coming  to  accept  and  love 
ourselves  as  the  sexual  beings  that 
we  are,  and  externally,  in  terms  of 
the  strides  we  have  made  towards 
the  goals  of  freedom  and  equality 
in  this  society,  which  is  neither 
free  nor  equal.  (Let  us  not  kid 
ourselves  about  that  either.)  My 
point  is,  that  because  I  am  as  old 
as  .1  am,  I  can  remember  very 
clearly  how  much  worse  our  lives 
have  been.  But  I  am  damned  glad 
that  there  are  younger  and  angrier 
gays  who  were  born  into  a  world 
where  “gay”  was  not  unknown, 
where  a  certain  amount  of  work 
had  already  been  done,  so  that 
they  have  no  memory  of  worse 
times,  and  are  therefore  much 
more  impatient  with  what  we 
haven’t  got  than  thankful  for 
what  little  we  have. 

I  am  of  two  minds  always.  I  see 
all  the  injustices  and  I  want  to  cry 
out,  and  I  do  cry  out,  and  I  do 
what  I  can,  when  I  can,  to  make 
things  better.  And,  at  times,  I  take 
issue  with  the  apparent  brusque¬ 
ness  of  other  gays  who  share 
neither  my  perspective  nor  my 
philosophy.  But  attending  that 
meeting  with  the  mayor  and  with 
some  of  my  fellow  gays  of  differ¬ 
ent  persuasions,  made  me  think 
once  again  of  what  a  wonderful 
time  this  is  to  be  alive,  and  how 
splendid  is  the  road  before  us. 
How  much  we  have  done,  and 
how  much  we  still  have  to  do.  I 
hope  that  we  will  see  great  things 
in  this  city  in  the  next  few  years.  I 
shall  work  to  achieve  what  I  can. 
And  throughout  the  country,  why 
not  approach  all  the  mayors  with 
requests  for  meetings  and  dia¬ 
logues?  This  is  the  time  for  it. 
Now  is  the  hour  to  make  ourselves 
heard  clear  across  the  nation. 


Chfistjnas 


of  the 


So  let  there  be  wreathes 
and  rainbows  with  love  at  their  end. 
Let  there  be  warmth  and  dreams. 
And  let  everyone  who  knows  you 
know  that  your  dreams  for  them 
are  one  step  ahead  of  the  calendar. 
Our  extraordinary  selection  of  cards 
(thousands  of  them), 
our  truiy  imaginative  array  of  gifts 
(from  wonderfully  fresh  calendars 
and  papers  to  gourmet  items  and 
playful  stocking  stutters), 
and  our  entertaining  atmosphere 
(we  try  to  make  shopping  fun) 
are  designed  to 

match  your  special  holiday  feelings. 
And,  of  course,  we  have 
a  whole  floor  of 
purr-fectly  wonderful 
gifts  for  cat-lovers. 

Merry  Christmas. 


583  BOYLSTON  STREET 


BOSTON 

Hours 
Mon  to  Fri;  9-10 
Saturday:  9-7 
Sunday;  12-6 
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JUST  FRIENDS _ 

GWF  seeks  friendship  with  other 
women  30-35.  Interests  include  reading, 
the  out-of-doors,  philosophy.  Looking 
for  lasting  friendships.  GCN  Box  143. 

(18) 

Am  I  the  only  lesbian  out  here?  I  need 
suburban  gay  friends  before  closet 
case  becomes  basket  case!  Prof  GF, 
30,  Bedford,  Mass.  GCN  Box  148.  (18) 

PERSOHALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
The  new  game  is  a  lot  of  fun 
Our  playing  it  has  sure  begun 
And  probably  never  will  be  done. 

Like  our  love.  I  love  you. 

^ _ All  my  love.  Porcupine 

G  Japanese  28,  attr  athi  sine  seeks  G 
mature  friend  who  loves  sports,  con¬ 
certs,  movies,  nature.  Non-smoker, 
please.  Photo  &  phone  if  poss.  Bqx 
2942,  367  Newbury  St,  Boston  MA 
02115. 

_ _ m 

DON  YOUR  GAY  APPAREL! 

Come  sing  easy  four  part  carols  tor 
Christmas  this  year  around  Boston! 
S-A-T-Bs  needed.  Call  Bob  at  the  House 
Restaurant.  783-5701  or  426-7351 .  (1 8) 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

How’s  the  puppy?  How’s  the  job? 
How’s  the  life???  Sorry  we  haven’t  seen 
each  other  in  so  long. _ 

STAN  ST  GEORGE 

P.  was  very  impressed  with  your  think¬ 
ing  to  send  the  feminist  issue  of  BP  be¬ 
cause  you  focused  on  her  teaching  a 
course  in  Images  of  Women.  You  are  an 
extraordinarily  attentive  friend.  We  love 
you.  Hope  you  are  well  and  happy. 

JOEL  GLENN 

I’m  sorry  I  hurt  you,  brother,  but  there 
was  no  racism  intended  in  my  ad.  I  have 
many  friends  who  aren’t  white  (or  gay). 
But  I  just  wasn’t  thinking.  You  were 
right,  and  I’ve  taken  your  advice.  Maybe 
you’ll  write  me  again?  With  thanks  & 
love,  Tom  F. _  (19) 

HELP  GCN  TURN  ON  (THE  MUSE) 

If  you’ve  got  an  old  AM/FM  (mainly  FM) 
radio  you  don’t  use  any  more,  and  want 
to  give  to  a  worthy  cause  (so  to  speak) 
call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469.  Ours  blew 
up. 

Harte  Crane,  Charlotte  Mew,  F.O.  Mat- 
thiessen,  Virginia  Wolff . . .  Writer  doing 
research  for  book  on  lesbians,  gay  men, 
and  suicide.  Needs  list  of  gay  people 
who  attempted  or  committed  suicide 
where  written  documentation  is  avail¬ 
able.  Also,  would  like  to  have  people’s 
personal  experiences  with  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  subject.  Send  to  Eric  Rofes  c/o 
GCN. _ (c) 

DAN  FROM  ALBUQUERQUE 
Welcome  to  Boston!  All  your  friends 
here  hope  that  you  will  enjoy  your  visit 
to  this  city  and  to  New  England.  Love, 
George. _ (^ 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confiden¬ 
tiality  &  suppoftiveness  through  the 
Wishing  Well  Magazine  and  services. 
Intro  copy  $3  ppd.  Also  offering  Gay 
Women  Travel  Tours.  Information:  P.O. 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. _ (27) 

UNCUT? 

2  cut  men  want  to  help  you  enjoy  your 
skin,  separately  or  together.  Call  Jeff 
523-1093  in  Central  Boston  after  5. 
Under  35  preferred. _  (18) 

Lesbian  mother  with  daughter  seeks 
friendships  with  women  and  possible 
relationship.  Interests  are  music, 
reading,  philosophy.  Very  sincere.  GCN 
Box  142. _ (1§ 

FRENZ  &  LUVVERS  association  -  les¬ 
bian/gay/bi  meet,  date,  relate.  Details 
$1.00  to:  P.O.  Box  814,  Boston,  MA 
02123. _  (20) 

GWM  28,  5'ir,  158,  attractive  Harvard 
doctoral  stud,  cotton  sweaters,  khaki 
pants,  sharing  afghan  by  fireside,  fine 
cooking,  quiet  times,  seeking  man  of 
similar  interests  for  companionship 
and  more.  Write  GCN  Box  145.  (18) 

GWM,  54,  5 '6”,  136  lbs,  seeking  GM  for 
talk  and  sex  in  Ayer,  Littleton,  Acton 
area.  Am  a  quiet,  non-drinking  person. 
GCN  Box  146. _ (^ 

GWF,  Iv  on  Cape  Cod,  int  in  meeting 
GWF  46-1- ,  int  inc  theatre,  music,  out¬ 
door  activ.  quiet  evens,  animal  lover,  en- 
joy  simple  lifestyle.  GCN  Box  149.  (22) 
ONE  CHICKEN  WANTED 
Are  you  tired  of  the  street,  do  you  want 
a  place  for  the  winter?  35  yr  GWM 
desires  one  chicken  for  live-in  winter  or 
longer,  also  some  work  in  sandwich 
shop.  No  drugs,  bi  or  gay  only.  (603) 
436-9608, 9AM-8PM. _ (17) 

OVEN  ROASTER  OR  BROILER?????? 

YOUNGER  WM  LOVER  WANTED 
Sensuous  sincere  caring  WM  20-35  is 
wanted  for  long  term  relat  by  educ 
GWM  41,  5 '9',  145,  trim  body,  attr.  If 
you  enjoy  mature  m,  send  phone  &  desc 
to  Box  137,  118  Mass  Ave.,  Boston 
02115.  Discretion  assured  and  ex¬ 
pect^ _ (^ 

MOST  EXCLUSIVE  CLUB  IN  TOWN 

That’s  right!  You  can  join  the  frantic, 
funny,  fabulous,  group  of  men  and 
women  who  have  the  rare  privilege  of 
folding  and  stuffing  the  paper  at  the 
GCN  offices  on  Friday  nights.  Come 
early  and  reserve  your  own  special 
place  to  "stuff  It." 


HOUSE  CLEANING/GARDENING/ 
PAINTING 


Man,  35,  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy  physical¬ 
ly  fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and 
making  things,  wilderness  canoeing, 
music,  art,  swimming,  kids,  dogs,' 
horses,  ice  cream,  TV,  movies,  bks, 
being  w/friends,  being  alone,  loving, 
talking,  laughing,  staying  home,  going 
out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don’t  like: 
Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want- 
ad  to  meet  someone.  Considered  at¬ 
tractive,  6 ',  180,  personable,  reasonably 
bright,  versatile,  warm.  Independent, 
stable.  Photo  not  essential,  but  would 
be  appreciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362, 
Station  K,  Toronto,  Canada. 
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GWM  21,  red-brn  hr,  grn  eyes,  5'  5", 
130,  want  G  M  21-30.  I  love  dk  hr, 
moust,  necking.  I’m  Ikg  for  a  rily  sine 
guy  who  is  very  masc  athi,  ciean, 
nnsmkg,  for  a  Istng  ritnshp.  I’m  n2  nat 
fds,  philosophy,  quiet  muse  &  quiet 
times  indoors  &  out.  Send  me  a  Itr 
w/desc  of  yrsif,  foto  if  poss,  yr  intrsts, 
fone.  I’m  no  fern  &  I’m  not  n2  any  drugs, 
SM,  BD.  We  can  go  out  2  dinner  &  start 
smthg  caring  &  wrthwhi.  Tom  Federico, 
151  ReadSt.,Winthrop,  MA02152  (19) 

WHAT  SIZE  DO  YOU  HAVE? 

3x5?  That’s  what  we’re  looking  for!  File 
cabinets  for  3x5  cards,  preferably  in 
rows  of  3  (to  fit  in  with  the  ones  we  al¬ 
ready  have)  Call  Mike  at  426-4469  if 
you’ve  got  any! _ (c) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bos¬ 

ton,  MA  02108. 

SERVICES 


LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 

(23) 


WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE. 
PSYCHOTHEKAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 

for  womon,  tkok  frioodt,  mti  famXos. 

(617)861-8824  Lexington,  Mots. 


Classifieds 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings. 

David  Sell  Associates  536-2665 
David  Sell,  M.D.  —  Director. 

CHAIR  CANING 

Quality  seat  weaving  by  faggot  fin¬ 
gers.  See  ad  this  Issue  for  10%  off  445- 
1435  _ (e^ 

CRUISE  TO  FLORIDA  —  CHEAP! 
Good  drivers,  over  21,  needed  now  to 
deliver  cars  —  liberal  gas  allowance. 
Also  Calif  &  all  of  U.S.  Call  Joe  267-4836 
for  information,  now!  (R  13)  (S  15) 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
Is  now  forming  to  deal  with  issues  of 
Intimacy,  relationships,  and  gay  self- 
image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave  mes- 
sage  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW. _ (^ 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES  j 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP^COUNSELINQ. 
Newton  Corner,  Mass,  (off  the  Pike)'' 

„  (61 7)  965-1311  for  appt. 


Gay  men,  theraoy  for  individuals  and 
couples.  Help  with  lifestyle,  jealousy 
and  relationships.  Institute  for  Rational 
Living.  739-5063.  Lie.  Psychologist  (16) 

SERVING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
Humanistic  counseling  for  inds  and 
couples.  Open,  informal  atmosphere. 
Female  prof  Clinical  Soc.  Wrk.  15  yrs 
exp  in  SF/NYC.  Flexible  hours.  Fee 
negotiable  w/bartering  when  nec.  In  JP 
nearT.  Mariete  522-4572. _ (26) 

REDWING  CARPENTRY,  INC. 
Cabinets,  furniture,  and  remodelling  by 
women.  References  and  free  estimates. 
For  qual  ity  work  cal  I  Sue  or  Karen,  Prov. 
(401)831-0058.  (19) 


Announces  New  Hours  after  Oct.  1, 1979 
Mon.-Fri.  9am-5pm 

Wed.  9am-7pm 

Sat.  11am-2pm 

739  Boylston  St.,  Suite  407 
247-1832 


GAY  COUNSELING  SERVICE 
Individual  and  couples  counseling  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Sliding  fee 
scale.  For  information  call  Sue  Vargo 
864-6432  (answering  service). _ (19) 

TRANSITIONS 

Your  relationship  Is  ending.  Warm,  sup¬ 
portive  counseling  offered  during  the 
journey  back  from  loneliness  and  isola¬ 
tion.  729-4480.  (18) 


Done  by  reliable  woman.  Reasonable 
rates.  Good  references.  Call  Paula  at 
625-5133  or  Jll  at  426-4469.  (O 

NH  GAY  COUNSELING 
Growth  and  crisis  —  men  and  women. 
Individual,  couple  and  family.  Lyn 
Foley,  Judy  Sigler,  both  MSW,  ACSW. 
By  app’t  only.  (603)  224-5600.  Concord. 

IT’S  TIME 

Start  changing,  growing  the  way  you 
want.  Sensitive  male  therapist  M.S. 
Prof.  Trained.  Gay-lesbian  clients. 
Eclectic  approach.  (617)  723-5651.  (15) 

Landscaping  and  gardening,  experi-' 
enced  in  all  types  of  landscape  work. 
Phone  Bob  Toscano  (617)  267-6188. 

(40) 

ROOMMATES _ 

Seek  resp  GM  to  share  spacious  apt,  5 
rms,  near  T,  10  min  walk  to  Harvard  Sq. 
Low  rent  including  heat,  immed.  Call 
Wade,  eves.  864-6654. _ (18) 

3  lesbians  &  1  F  child  seek  4th  L  (non- 
smoker)  for  friendly,  independent 
house  in  a  quiet  neighborhood  near  Oak 
Sq,  Bri.  Near  trans  and  MDC  pool.  We 
have  a  porch,  &  yard  with  garden.  Rent 
$63  pis  util.  Sorry,  no  more  animals. 
787-4729. _ (1^ 

GM  21  seeks  established  apt  for  Dec.  1. 
Must  be  in  Boston.  I  am  a  student  at 
NU,  and  also  work.  Rent  nego.  Reply 
GCN  Box  152. _ (1^ 

2  GM/2  GF  seek  5th  person  for 
beautiful,  spacious  apt  on  Marlborough 
St  nr  trans.  Nov.  1.  $150  w/heat.  Non¬ 
smoker/no  pets.  Yama:  426-7042,  266- 
4510. _ (c) 

We  are  three  gay  men  who  are  looking 
for  other  gay  men  to  live  in  a  comfor¬ 
table  house  with  us  on  Fort  Hill.  Call 
442-2061. _  (18) 

IPSWICH 

Unfurnished  room  for  rent  for  very  re¬ 
sponsible,  clean,  honest  GWM.  Share 
kitchen,  off-street  parking.  I  am  very 
clean,  honest,  31  yrs.  old  &  am  not  into 
drugs.  $25/wk,  everything  inc.  Call  Niel 
eve  at  (61 7)  356-0265. _ (18) 

JOB  OPPORTUHmES 

AUDITIONS 

Actresses,  stge  manag,  actor,  grant 
writer  needed  for  original  script  about 
shopping  bag  ladies.  At  least  2  wmn 
over  50  pref.  Exp  nec.  Cont  Michelle 
524-2506. _ (11^ 

PROJECT  PLACE 

Hotline,  Drop-in,  Counseling,  Mobile 
Crisis  Van  needs  volunteers.  Training 
and  supervision  offered.  Orientation 
Wednesdays  6pm.  32  Rutland  St., 
Boston,  MA.  262-3740.  (?) 


DISTRIBUTION  MANAGER 

GCN  needs  someone  to  join  our  distri¬ 
bution  team  (for  our  local  distribution 
route).  This  is  a  part-time  position. 
Contact  Richard  Burns  at  426-4469. 
You’ll  need  transportation. _ 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (C)(3) 
organization),  is  looking  for  a  fundraiser 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned 
basis.  In  its  fifth  year.  Quest  is  an  Inde¬ 
pendent  journal  publishing  feminist 
theory  and  political  analysis.  Join  us  in 
a  unique  work  experience.  Our  only  re¬ 
quirement  is  enthusiasm!  Contact; 
Alexa  Freeman,  P.O.  Box  8843,  Wash- 
Ington,  DC  20003.  (202)  293-1347.  (x) 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for 
the  Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation. 
Exciting  part-time  work.  Call  after  3, 
M-Th  at  742-4811.  Thank  you. _ 

AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly 
has  openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary 
based  on  experience,  plus  15%  com- 
mlsslon.  661-3567. _ 00 

Conscientious,  energetic  GM  not  afraid 
to  get  their  hands  dirty.  Doing  mainten¬ 
ance,  cleaning  &  receiving.  GCN  Box 
151. _  (18) 

MISCELLAHEOUS 

TICKETS  FOR  HOLLY  NEAR 
Buy  tickets  for  Nov  28  concert  from 
LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for  Non-nuclear 
Action).  For  info  call  787-1372.  (18) 

PET  SCREW  FOR  CHRISTMAS 
Pet  Screw  comes  in  its  own  cage  com¬ 
plete  with  instructions.  Over  200  thous¬ 
and  sold.  Send  $5.95  plus  50*  for  post¬ 
age  and  handling.  Give  a  pet  screw  to 
your  pet  screw.  Send  check,  M.O.  to 
N.A.M.  Corp,  dept  G,  131  Fulton  Ave, 
Hempstead,  NY  11550. _ (1^ 

"What  We  Gonna  Do  (About  Anita)’’/ 
“Queen  of  the  Nite.”  Hot  Reggae  single 
by  Casse  Culver.  $2.00  ($2.50  Foreign, 
U.S.  Draft).  Sweet  Alliance  Music,  P.O. 
Box  2879,  Wash  DC,  20013.  Bulk  avail 
able. _ PO) 

New  lesbian  love  story. 

By  a  lesbian— for  lesbians. 

Send  $6.00  to  Donna  Camille 
P.O.  Box  12T71,  El  Cajon,  CA  92022 

 (18) 


HELP  GCN  TURN  ON  (THE  MUSE) 

If  you’ve  got  an  old  AM/FM  (mainly  FM) 
radio  you  don’t  use  any  more,  and  want 
to  give  to  a'  worthy  cause  (so  to  speak) 
call  Mike  at  GCN  4264469.  Ours  blew 

_ 

FOR  SALE 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday  Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

publication).  Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  cat« 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by  accommodations  for  sale 

phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 

Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  “"ered  job  opportunities 

02108.  FRIENDS  ^  found 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your  movers  organizations 

area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number.  personals 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  real  estate  prisoners 

per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50  roommates  resorts 

cents  per  week  for  25  characters.  apartments  services 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  Headlines  at  $  per  wk 

line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 

are  $1.00  for  25  characters.  First  4  lines  at  $ - per  wk 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk 

hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included  in  Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 

a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1 .00  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick  Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/  6  weeks 

up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for-  Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 

warded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 

at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail  3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 

forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a  $5.00  charge  will  be 

maHe  fnr  the  additional  time.  TOXAI.  ENC^XOSPO . 
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12  STRING  GUITAR 
Yamaha  FG-230.  Excellent,  condition 
$125  or  best  offer.  Call  Kim  at  391-2033 
evenings. _  (c) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

THE  HOUSE  BOSTON 
Guest  Rooms— Ngtiy  Rates 
Furn  Rooms  &  Apts.— Wkly  Rates 
Restaurant  &  Bar 
(617)783-5701-5131  (35) 


MOYERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable. 
Experienced 
661-2958  (16) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed— Insured— Professional 
24  hrs,/day-7  days/wk.  No  O.T.  charges. 
Local  Jobs-Local  Rates. _ 354-2184 

APARTMENTS 

WORCESTER  SQUARE 
Rooms  with  kitchens  in  owner  occu¬ 
pied  house,  furn  &  unfurnished.  Share 
baths,  all  utlilities  $195/mo.  Call  (617) 
536-9546. _ (1^ 

1  BR  apt  in  owner-occ  bldg  close  to  T  &, 
Downtown.  Avail  15  Dec.  Parking.  $325 
plus/mo.  247-3837  days. _ (1^ 

HOUSE  FOR  RENT 

5  rms  economically  heated  by  gas. 
Modern  well  maintained,  near  public 
trans.  $450.  Sunporch,  fireplace, 
garage,  quiet  area.  Call  aRer  6  PM  or 
before  8  AM  245-2409. _ (18) 

PRISONERS 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays  In 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  print¬ 
ing  as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would 
like  to,  since  the  prisoners  do  not  have 
the  funds  to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will 
print  more  if  anyone  out  there  is  willing 
to  contribute.  For  each  $3  we  receive 
we  can  print  one  more  pen  pal  ad.  Send 
checks  to  Penpals,  GCN  Box  k92.  (c) 

ATTENTION  PRISONERS 
If  you  want  us  to  print  your  ads,  please 
write  very  neatly  and  plainly.  Print  or 
use  typewriter  If  possible.  Fancy,  small 
or  closely-pecked  writing  Is  unreadable 
and  letters  so  written  will  be  discarded 
from  now  on. 
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Lonely  prisoner,  poet,  Impressionistic 
artist,  lettering  specialist,  writer  by  avo¬ 
cation,  majoring  In  business  adminis¬ 
tration.  Love  to  correspond  w/gay  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  genuine  and  full  of  love  & 
affection.  5 '9*,  163,  26  yrs  old,  Pisces, 
lovable,  Marion  Valery  Jones  143125, 
P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 
_ (1^ 

19,  into  reading,  writing,  all  types 
sports  &  meeting  interesting  people. 
Need  someone  to  write.  Steve  E.  Dole 
846695,  Box  1500,  Cross  City  FL  32628. 
_ (14) 

5 '6',  132,  25,  love  a  variety  of  sports, 
love  to  have  fun  with  fun-loving  person 
who  is  not  bashful.  Joseph  Smith  D/C 
10  029307,  P.O.  Box  158,  Lowell,  FL 
32663. _ (1^ 

LON^Y  CALIF  GAY  MALE 
Will  write  anyone  male  or  female.  I  am 
28,  white,  6 '2',  hazel  e,  br  h.  Send  picx 
to  Steve  Orr  2162,  POB  AE,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA  93409. _ (18) 

21,  5'10",  brn  h,  bl  e,  150,  seeks  corres¬ 
pondence.  Steve  McDonald  066387, 
C-1-C,  P.O.  Box  1500,  Cross  City,  FL 
32628. _ ^ _ (1^ 

26,  Black,  would  enjoy  honest  and 
nature  loving  Individuals.  I  enjoy  read¬ 
ing,  writing,  singing,  drawing,  will 
answer  all.  Richard  Smith  A-73348,  P.O. 
Box  87,  Menard,  I L  62259. _ (1§ 

23,  BM,  It  complexion,  5'5',  160,  very 
lonely  and  wishing  to  write  someone 
who  feels  same  way.  Anthony  White 
068-506,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

_ m 

32,  Bi,  WM,  6'2',  175,  blondish  red  hair. 
Interested  In  astrology,  music,  reading. 
Joe  Sahr  155-034,  P.O.  Box  69,  London, 
OH  43140. _ ■  _ (^ 

Seek  sincere  corres.  5'10',  158.  ints: 
chess,  scuba  diving,  dancing.  Ans  all. 
Sampson  Hodge  052242-20-2107,  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 . _ 

26,  BM,  attend  college,  enjoy  reading, 
writing,  chess,  sex,  sports.  Earl  John¬ 
son  C-72283,  P.O.  Box  87,  Menard,  IL 
62259. 

_ (1^ 

18,  5'11'’,  bik  h,  brn  e,  like  fishing, 
camping,  traveling;  very  sincere,  gd 
Ikng,  slim.  Earl  Sampson  059667,  PO 
Box  1 500,  Cross  City,  FL  32628  (1 4) 

I  am  24  yrs  of  age,  and  would  like  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  someone  gay  for  friend¬ 
ship.  I  am  in  search  for  a  real,  sincere 
man.  Donald  W.  Tolbert,  142915,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 

GF,  soon  to  be  released  seeks  friends 
and  correspondents.  Please  write  to 
her.  C.  Green  27914,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City,  Missouri. _ (1^ 


28,  single,  5'11',  170.  College  grad,  de¬ 
gree  in  Social  psych.  Love  to  travel,  love 
music,  movies,  popular  novels.  Birth 
sign  Saggitarius.  Keith  D.  Smith,  153- 
310,  P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH  43140.(16) 
Serving  15  to  life,  done  7  yrs.  Will  corre¬ 
spond  w/gay  men  or  gay  women.  Her¬ 
man  McNeil,  Box  367-5-1-8,  73A6137, 
Dannemora,  NY  12929. _ (1^ 

26,  Virgo,  hazel  e,  brn  h,  5'8",  155. 

Looking  for  the  right  person.  If  you’re 
lonely  &  need  someone,  come  on  &  get 
together.  Chas  Fuson  060294,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (1^) 

Lonely,  seeking  correspondence.  Bob 
Hines  144-895,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucas- 
ville,  OH  45699.  _ (1^ 

Lonely  Leo  wishes  to  correspond  with 
sincere  people.  Am  open-minded,  hon¬ 
est,  seeking  an  everyday  person  who 
can  fill  this  emptiness  in  my  life.  Issac 
Barr  036225,  P.O.  Box  221,67- 
110,  Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (16) 

33,  brn  h,  hazel  e,  5'7'’,  168.  Ints:  music, 
horseback  riding,  fishing,  hunting, 
camping,  travel.  Gerald  Lupinski 
137-158,  P.O.  Box  5500,  Chillicothe,  OH 
45601. _ (1^ 

27,  O'l",  slim,  out  Jan  ’80,  Ikng  for 
someone  sincere  who  will  write  for 
poss  rel  upon  my  release.  Willing  to 
relocate.  Will  ans  all.  Jerome  Hardy 
15059,  P.O.  Box  99,  Pontiac,  IL  61764. 
_ (1^ 

26,  5 '8",  145,  love  sports  and  under¬ 
standing  people  who  are  fun  and  loving. 
Archie  Nelson  053915,  P.O.  Box  158, 
CeinO,  Lowell,  FL  32663. _ (1^ 

20,  6',  150,  brn  e,  h.  Into  religion,  read¬ 
ing,  writing,  camping,  meeting  serious 
minded  people.  Edward  Engle,  P.O.  Box 
1500,  Cross  City,  FL  32628. _ (1^ 

Would  care  to  hear  from  anyone  who 
cares  for  someone  who  has  nothing  and 
no  one.  Bobby  Wortham  147740,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (14) 

Please  write.  Paul  J.  Glock  152-073, 
P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH  43140.  (14) 

WM,  26, 150,  bind  h,  bl  e.  Broad  minded, 
sincere,  no  hang-ups,  seeking  Ing  last¬ 
ing  rel.  Darrell  Trout  059409,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (1^ 

20  bind  h,  green  e,  OMI",  150,  getting 
out  mid  ’80,  would  like  to  correspond 
with  gays.  Pis  enclose  stamp  w/letter. 
Only  sincere  need  reply.  Cary  D.  Terry 
053430,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

_ (1^ 

BM,  20,  175,  6 '2",  pecan  tan,  love  to 
correspond  w/ail  kinds  of  beautiful  peo¬ 
ple.  Two  more  yrs  to  do.  Home  town  is 
Pensacola,  FL.  Will  ans  all.  Terry  Sturdi¬ 
vant  058967,  E-17,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford, 
FL  32083. _ (1^ 


Classifieds 

26,  bind,  bl  e,  O'll”,  160.  Lonely,  will 
ans  all  Immediately.  Rondell  Farris, 
142-628,  P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH 
43140. 

_ (16) 

Gay  and  shy,  27,  5'7'',160,  looking  fora 
friend  who  will  like  me  for  me,  not  my 
body.  James  White,  77A-2611,  Box  367, 
Merle  Cooper,  Dannemora,  N'T  12929. 

_ (17) 

Lonely  GWM,  22,  brn  h,  brn  e,  5'9"',  147. 
Wish  to  correspond  with  other  gays, 
race  doesn’t  matter.  Roger  Mullaly 
014480,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 
_ (11) 

Desire  correspondence  w/reallstic,  con¬ 
cerned  people  who  are  willing  to  help 
me.  Charles  Pete,  P.O.  Box  57-142921, 
Marion,  OH  43302. _ (17) 

S'l",  155,  Ige  Afro,  Brn  e,  native 
Jamaican,  dark  complexion.  Like  writ¬ 
ing,  poetry,  art,  music,  dancing  &  SEX! 
Gay  and  lonely.  Will  ans  all  immediate¬ 
ly.  Maurice  Williams  040449,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (17) 

ORGAHiZATiOHS 

MAINE  GAY  CHRISTIANS! 

The  Orthodox-Catholic  Church  is  the 
history  of  the  gay  Christian  movement, 
but  you  are  its  future.  A  new  American 
Cathoiic  Mission  in  ME  solicits  your  in¬ 
terest.  For  info  contact  Doug  Wright 
(202)  563-5856  nites  5-7  p.m.  or  Box  283, 
R.F.D.,  Damariscotta,  ME  04543.  (25) 

BOSTON  AREA 
NEW  AMERICAN  MOVEMENT 
NAM  is  a  national  Socialist-feminist  org 
w/local  chapters  in  more  than  40  cities. 
Recently  active  in  abortion  &  reproduc¬ 
tive  rts,  gay/lesbian  March  on  Wash., 
anti-nukes,  local  labor  struggles.  Info 
from  Boston-Area  NAM,  POB  443, 
Somerville,  MA  02144  or  (617)  661-8372. 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927, 
224-8517.  A  statewide  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education  and 
political  action,  since  1976. 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. ' 

HOMOPHILES  OF  WILLIAMSPORT 
Gay  support  group  for  men  and  women. 
Monthly  rap  sessions,  business  meet¬ 
ings,  socials,  etc.  Write  to  HOW,  Box 
1072,Wllliamsport,  PA,  17701.  (22) 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  In  New  York,  give  us  a  caL 
for  the  latest  Information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to,  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  3pm  until  midnight.  (20) 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.  (hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge 
1st.,  Boston  (Old  West  Church).  Edward 
jT.  Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All 
i  persons  are  welcome. _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potiuck  Supper  and  Com- 
munlon  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Male  Concerns— New  England  Chap¬ 
ter.  For  more  information  and/or 
support  reply  to  GCN  Box  965. 

Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  let  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090.  . 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
.Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
-MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  Boylston  St. 
entrance,  at  5:30pm.  For  Info  contact 
Dignity/Boston,  355  Boylston  St.,  Bos- 
ton,  MA  02114.  Tel.  536-6518.  '  . 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate^ _ (23) 

GAY  AND  DRINKING? 

The  Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment 
Service  offers  Individual,  group 
counseling  for  gays,  including  hearing 
impaired.  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston. 
426-5208. _ (c) 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  In  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  morel  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  Income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 


In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alll- 
ance/Morrls  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarlan  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691-0388. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense. 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
WA  98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00.  " _ 

PUDIICATIOHS 

Working  Papers  on  Gay/Lesbian  Libera¬ 
tion  and  Socialism  —  a  collection  of  es¬ 
says  by  members  of  the  New  American 
Movement,  a  national  socialist-feminist 
organization.  $1.00  from  Boston-Area 
NAM,  POB  443,  Somerville,  MA  02144, 
(617)661-8372. _ ^ 

1  FOCUS 

jFocus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  Indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays  ,  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together. _ 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals. 
Twelve  issues  $10,  sample  $1.  You're 
Not  Alorte,  P.O.  Drawer  8398CH, 
Atlanta,  GA  30306 _ (c) 

Guardian,  independent  radical  news- 
weekly,  covers  black,  women’s,  gay 
struggles  and  liberation  movements 
around  the  world.  Special  offer:  sfk 
weeks  for  $1.  Guardian,  Dept.  GCN,  33 
W.17St.,  NYC,  NY  10011. _ (c) 

GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  In  8th  Year  of  Publication. 
News  From  Everywhere;  Movement 
News;  King’s  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen, 
Book  &  T.V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian 
Life;  Articles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the 
Month;  Religious  News;  Personals;  and 
More.  Send  $1  for  sample  copy,  $8.00 
for  12  Issues  (in  plain  envelope)  to 
REGIMENT,  Box  247,  Grand  Central 
Sta.,  NYC  10017. _ 

FROM  STONEWALL  TO  S.F.  — 

IT’S  RIGHT  TO  REBEL! 
Torch/La  Antorcha,  newspaper  of  the 
Revolutionary  Socialist  League  (RSL). 
Free  pamphlet  with  each  new  one  yr 
subscription.  Choose:  "The  Rise  of 
State  Capitalism— How  the  Russian 
Revolution  Was  Smashed”  or  “Gay 
Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolu¬ 
tion.”  $5  for  one  year.  (I  ntroductory  sub. 
$1  for  3  issues.)  P.O.  Box  562,  New 
York,  NY  10036. _ (18,16) 


MASSACHUSETTS 


BOSTON 
THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  dancing,  mostly  men. 

BOSTON  EAGLE 
88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather.  Men.  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM.  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 
BUDDIES 

733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 
Cruise-Disco. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Men. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-8200 
Dancing.  Mostly  men.  > 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 
At  The  House  Restaurant 
12  waton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.‘‘Tt’s  Different” 
HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 
1254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 
Leather.  Men. 

Sunday  Brunch  7PM  Thurs. 

'JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 
PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (some  Women) 

1 19  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing.  Men. 

Tues.-Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1PM 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women 
SOMEWHERE 
,  295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

Sunday  Brunch  12-2PM 
SPORTER’S  CAFE 
228  Cambridge  St. 

Men.  Movies  Mon.,  5PM 
Sunday  Brunch  3PM 
TOGETHER  . 

1 10  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (mostly  Men) 


New  England  Dor  Guide 


BROCKTON 


ENRICO’S  LOUNGE 
20  Legion  Pkwy 
(617)  588-9716 
BOB’S  PLACE 
44  Centre  St. 

(617)  588-9976 

CAMBRIDGE 

PARADISE 

180  Massachusetts  Ave.  864-4130 
Talking,  mostly  Men 

FALL  RIVER 


THE  SWORD  AND  SHIELD 
735  Pleasant  675-1949 

LOWELL 

COSMOPOLITAN  CAFE 
511  Market  St. 

LYNN 


FRAN’S  PLACE 
776  Washington  St. 
(617)  595-8961 
MR.  DOMINIC’S 
34-36  Central  Ave. 
(617)  595-9051 

NEW  BEDFORD 


PLAYERS 

145  N.  Front  St. 

(617)993-9436 

THE  MEETING  PLACE 

1447  Acushnet  Ave. 

(617)  994-7674 

NORTHAMPTON 


THE  GAYLA 
Main  St. 


RANDOLPH 

CONNECTICUT 

RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 
(617)  963-9809 

HARTFORD 

NICK’S  CAFE  HOUSE 

SPRINGFIELD 

1943  Broad  St.  (203)  522-1933 

THE  FRONTIER 

THE  WAREHOUSE  CAFE 

61  Woodbine  St. 

19  Pearl  St. 

CHEZ-EST 

Femme  (women’s  room) 

238  Columbus  Blvd. 

THE  PUB 

EVERGREEN 

382  Dwight  St. 

39  Webster  St.  527-9895 

ARBOR  LOUNGE 

(women) 

Washington  St. 

NEW  HAVEN 

TYNGSBORO 

PARTNER’S 

DiROCCO’S  CABARET 

365  Crown  St.  (203)  624-5510 

Frost  Rd.  (Rte.  3A) 

(separate  women’s  room) 

(617)  649-9186 

RICARDO’S  COPA 

WORCESTER 

130  Crown  St.  (203)  776-6404 

THE  PUB  CAFE 

ISAIAH’S 

168  York  (203)  787-1809 

11  Thomas  St. 

PARKWAY 

THE  MAIL  BQX 

1574  Chapel  St.  (203)  798-9655 

282  Main  St.  (413)  752-8992 

Disco,  Mixed. 

NEW  LONDON 

FRANK’S  PLACE 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

9  Tilley  St. 

(203)  443-8883 

MANCHESTER 

SALTY  DOG 

TUDOR  CAFE 

Pequot  Ave. 

361  Pine  St.  (603)  623-9310 

NEW  MILFORD 

NORTH  CONWAY 

THE  ANSWER  CAFE 

235  Danbury  Rd.  Rte.  7 

CAFE  MUSE  &  CAPTAIN  QUIG’S  BAR 

(203)  354-7901 

Main  St.  (603)  356^2313 

WATERBURY 

PORTSMOUTH 

THE  CLUB  CAFE 

SEA  PORT  CLUB 

384  W.  Main  St. 

Rt.  I  Bypass  (603)  436-9451 

(203)  755-7236 

NEWPORT 


THE  VENETIAN  ROOM 
5  Farwell  St.  (401)  847-1748 
DAVID’S 

28  Prospect  Hill  (401)  847-9698 
PROVIDENCE 


CAM’S 
Richmond  St. 

DEJA  VU 
Eddy  St. 

FIFE  AND  DRUM 
123  Weybosset 
THE  GALLERY 
194  Richmond  St. 

MIRABAR 
109  Eddy  St. 

LA  BOHEME 

83  Dorrance  St.  (401)  621-8681 
SMITHHELD 


THE  LOFT 

Famum  Pike  (401)  231-1180 
WOONSOCKET 


THE  HIGH  ST.  CAFE 
281  High  St.  (401)  762-9740 


MAINE 

AUGUSTA _ 

THE  EAST  SIDE 
N.  Belfast  Ave.  (Rte.  7) 
(207)  622^393 

LEWISTON 


BLUE  SWAN 
Canal  St. 


PROVINCETOWN 


WESTPORT 


-IE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE 
asonic  Place 
17)  487-3821 

dE  CROWN  AND  ANCHOR 
7  Commercial  St. 

HE  TOWN  HOUSE 
'1  Commercial  St. 

17)  487-0292 
S.  247 

.7  Commercial  St. 

^omen) 

HE  PIED  PIPER 
I3A  Commercial  St. 

17)  487-1527 
Vomen) 

OST  OFFICE  CABARET 
)3  Commercial  St. 

17)  487-0098 


VERMONT 


BELLOWS  FALLS 


ANDREW’S  INN 
(802)  436-3966 

BRATTLEBORO 


THE  BROOK 
919  Boston  Post  Rd.  East 
(203)  226-6204 
VINCENT’S  DISCO 
925  State  St.  East 
(203)  227-9888 


OGUNQUIT 


ANABEL’S 

Rte.  1  (at  Maine  St.) 

(207)  646-8453 

ORONO 


FLAT  ST.  DISCO 
(Gay  crowd  on  Wed.) 

BURLINGTON 


LUNA  BASE  ONE 
Rte.  2  (disco:  mixed) 

PORTLAND 


RHODE  ISLAND 


CENTRAL  FALLS 


CHARLY  B.  GOODE 
15  Centre  St. 


MARTY’S 

176  Railroad  St.  (401)  728-5460 


PHOENIX 

83  Oak  St.  (207)  773-5695 
ONE  WAY 

10  Union  Street  772-9401 
ROLAND’S  TAVERN 
41 3A  Cumberland  Ave. 
(207)  772-9159 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


weekly  events 
sun 

Boston,  MA  —  CLOSET  SPACE  (WCAS 
AM-740),  Join  co-hosts  Kluffy  Wheeler  and  Joe 
Martin  and  their  guests  at  10am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  will  be  sponsoring  roller 
skating  every  Sunday.  Call  282-9161  tor 
details. 

Boston,  MA  —  Italian  Lesbians  Potiuck  &  dis¬ 
cussion  on  the  3rd  Sun.  of  every  month. 
4-6pm.  Call  776-4185. 

Newburyport,  MA  —  Newspace  women’s  cof¬ 
feehouse,  8-1 1pm,  YWCA,  13  Market  St. 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Basketball. 
Lindemann  Ctr.  (Gov’t  Ctr.)  Beginners  3- 
4:30pm;  experienced  4:30-6pm,  Info  227-6167. 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AlAnon  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  1pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  & 
women.  2:30pm. 

mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group  for 
high  school  and  college  age  women  who  are 
or  are  considering  being  lesbians.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  7-9pm.  Join  us  tor 
raps,  projects  and  outings. 

Quincy,  MA  —  Gay  AlAnon  meets  at  8:30pm. 
Gay  women  &  men.  Call  773-2025  after  6pm  for 
info. 

tues 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllltis,  organ¬ 
ization  for  women,  has  discussion  group 
every  Tuesday  at  the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  tor 
information  on  DOB  activities. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  Women’s  discussions.  8:30pm.  26 
Ninth  Ave.  at  14th  St,  Sociai  hour  with  refresh¬ 
ments  follows.  $2  donation. 

Boston,  MA  —  GAY  WAY  (WBUR  90.9FM). 
Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire  and  David  Soda 
and  their  guests  at  8:30pm. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation:  7:30-8 
munchies,  8-10  discussion.  Cambridge  Wom¬ 
en’s  Center,  46  Pleasant,  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  QCN  proofreading  and  layout. 
No  experience  necessary.  Come  by  for  a  few 
hours  between  4  &  10pm.  22  Bromfield. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Men’s  Center  starts 
new  groups  each  month  (on  the  3rd  Sunday  at 
2pm)  to  examine  sex  roles  and  provide  one 
another  support  for  undoing  sexist  socializa¬ 
tion.  25  Huntington  Ave,  Rm  206.  2pm.  For 
info  call  Richard  at  776-7458, 


fri 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  needs  volunteers  to  send 
out  the  paper  to  subscribers.  Refreshments  & 
merriment,  from  6pm  on,  22  Bromfield. 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  Gay 
Women,  meets  at  Women's  Center,  15  Chest¬ 
nut  St,  7pm,  996-3341, 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men’s  Swimming: 
6-7pm,  over  40  only;  7-9pm  all  ages.  Linde¬ 
mann  Ctr.  (Gov’t  Ctr.)  Info:  227-6167. 

sot 

Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-21  meets  from  noon  to  5pm  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston,  Join 
us  for  outings,  raps,  and  projects. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
Project  holds  a  potiuck  brunch  on  the  third  _  _  . 

Sunday  of  each  month  for  lesbian  mothers,  OO  -fnilfS 
gay  fathers  and  their  children  and  friends,  » 

from  noon  to  3  at  Children's  Village  Day  Care 
Center,  55  Wheeler  St.  Call  492-2655  for  more 
info. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  layout  will  ba  on  Wad 
instead  of  Thurs  this  week  due  to  holldayt. 
Come  and  cut  and  paste  and  whatnot.  No  ax- 
perlence  necessary.  Proofreading  etc.  begins 
at  5  or  so,  whatnot  about  6. 'Refreshments  for 
volunteers. 


noY  M  sot 


wed 


Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Evening  rap  group 
organized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
14-21  years  old.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
Boylston,  7-9pm.  Join  us  for  an  alternative  to 
the  bars  to  meet  and  talk  about  our  lives. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association  d  A  Clin 
(last  Wednesday  only)  meeting  and  coffee-  9Wil 

house  at  St.  Peter’s  Church,  346  W,  20th  St. 

924-9434. 


Boston,  MA  —  Dark  Horse  (Boston's  first  po¬ 
etry  and  fiction  newspaper)  invites  you  to  a 
fundraising  party,  from  9pm  on,  at  Tennis-Up, 
100  Mass  Ave.  (near  Newbury),  5th  floor. 
Disco,  tennis,  sauna,  drinks,  refreshments. 
For  tickets  (donation  $7)  call  Richard  661-6975 
(days).  _ 

Cambridge,  MA  —  ClearSpace  Flea  Market 
and  Bake  Sale.  Last  event  at  the  485  Mass 
Ave,  address.  Help  support  this  effort  by 
donating  items  and  by  attending.  From  10-4, 
both  today  and  Sunday.  Things  can  be  drop¬ 
ped  off  on  Friday  from  7:30pm  on. 

Boston,  MA  —  Benefit  to  help  pay  expenses 
of  Mel  King  for  Mayor  Coalition  at  Little  Flags 
Theatre:  'The  Furies  of  Mother  Jones',  a  musi¬ 
cal  play  about  the  coal  miners  of  Appalachia 
and  the  100  year  old  woman  who  helped  lead 
their  struggle  to  organize.  140  Clarendon, 
8:30pm.  Donation  $6  to  benefit  the  coalition  of 
tenants,  people  of  color,  gay  people  and  fem¬ 
inists  that  has  emerged  from  the  Mel  King 
campaign. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Walking  tour 
of  Back  Bay  Boston.  Call  Sturgis  Haskins, 
227-6167  for  Info. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk 
Dancing  at  Phillips  Brooks  House  in  Harvard 
Yard,  1 2:30-3:30pm.  Newcomers  very 
welcome. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  ClearSpace  Flea  Market 
(see  Nov,  17  above)  continues  today. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Open  post-March-on-Wash- 
ington  meeting  at  the  Blacksmith  House,  56 
Brattle  St.  11am.  Everyone  welcome.  Let’s 
keep  It  going! 

Boston,  MA  —  Unitarian  Universallst  Gays 
and  Lesbians  will  join  Arlington  St.  Church  at 
3pm  in  Its  250th  anniversary  service.  355  Boyl¬ 
ston,  Then  at  7pm  we’ll  meet  for  a  casual 
night  on  the  town  (leaving  at  7:30  from  355 
Boylston), 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk 
Dancing  at  Phillips  Brooks  House  in  Harvard 
Yard.  12:30-3:30.  Newcomers  very  welcome! 
Wellesley,  MA  —  Wellesley  College  Women’s 
Alliance  is  sponsoring  a  dance  to  benefit 
Women  Against  Violence  Against  Women 
(WAV AW).  Schneider  Student  Ctr,,  4-8pm.  $2 
donation.  For  info  call  Kelli  or  Nancy  at 
235-0320  x723. 


New  York,  NY  —  Potiuck  Thanksgiving  Dinner 
sponsored  by  LesbIan/Gay  Neighbors.  Bpm 
Washington  Sq.  Methodist  Church,  136  W.  4th 
St.  (6th  Ave.)  Bring  food  for  4.  All  are  welcome. 


23  fri 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  anytime  alter  6 
(for  as  long  or  short  as  you  Ilka)  to  help  laU 
and  send  the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  Rs- 
freshments  and  good  times. 

Los  Angeles,  CA  —  National  Conference  of 
the  Gay  Academic  Union.  UCLA.  ‘The  Chal¬ 
lenge  of  the  80s:  Our  changing  gay  and  lesbi¬ 
an  culture.’  Workshops,  seminars,  film,  the¬ 
ater.  For  info  call  (312)  656-0258. 


24  sot 


20  tues 


Worcester,  MA  —  Worcester  NGTF  fundrais¬ 
er.  Isaiah’s  Bar,  11  Thomas  St.,  from  9pm  on. 


thurs 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS,  740 
AM)  Part  2  of  an  interview  with  Sally  Gearhart. 
10am. 


New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston) 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcome.  Free! 


Boston,  MA  —  Unitarian  Universallst  Gays 
and  Lesbians  will  meet  at  the  Arlington  St. 
Church,  355  Boylston,  to  go  out  on  the  town. 
Gather  at  7.  Leave  at  7:30pm. 


Salem,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance. 
Health  night  for  gay  people.  Fenway  Health 
Center  will  present  material  on  lesbian  and 
gay  male  health  issues.  Salem  Five  Aud.  210 
Essex  St.  7:30pm, 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  photographers 
from  the  beginning  of  photography  In  1839  to 
present.  Slide  show  and  talk  presented  by  Tia 
Cross  at  the  Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St. 
(near  Central  Sq.)  7:30pm.  $2  donation 
Boston,  MA  —  Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  will 
hold  a  legislative  lobbying  committee  meet¬ 
ing  at  Somewhere,  295  Franklin.  7:30pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Ecumenical  Thanksgiving  ser¬ 
vice  sponsored  by  the  Boston  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Religious  Coalition.  Emmanuel  Church, 
15  Newbury  St.  7:30pm.  All  members  of  the 
community  invited  to  a  service  of  celebration, 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  Community 
Health  Center.  Open  House  to  learn  more 
about  the  health  center.  5:30pm,  at  the  Center, 
639  Mass  Ave,  Room  210. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  Thanksgiving  dinner  for  lesbians.  Call 
(212)  691-4733  for  details. 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt,  Club.  Bird  watch¬ 
ing  on  Plum  Island.  Call  Barbara  at  (617)  367- 
0394  or  Ted  at  (61 7)  259-0951 . 

25  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Don  you  gay  apparell  We're 
forming  a  gay  carolling  group  this  Chrlstmad. 
First  meeting  at  the  Delivery  Entrance,  (House 
Restaurant),  12  Wilton  St.  (near  corner  of  Har¬ 
vard  and  Cambridge  Sts),  Allston.  1pm. 
Sopranos,  altos,  tenors  and  basses  welcome. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS, 
740AM)  Black,  gay  psychiatrist  Dr.  George 
Fields  talks  about  gay  mental  health  issues. 
10am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Unitarian  Universallst  Gays 
and  Lesbians  will  meet  in  the  Clarke  Room, 
Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  at  7pm. 
Discussion:  ‘Bisexuality:  option  or  cop-out?’ 
Bob  Wheatly,  leader. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Par¬ 
ents  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  meeting  at 
3pm,  GTA  speakers  at  4pm.  Duane  Methodist 
Church,  13th  St  and  7th  Ave.  For  Info  call  255- 
5969  or  499-1060. 


30  M 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Poetry  Read¬ 
ing.  All  poets  welcome  to  come  and  read  their 
stuff.  Listeners  welcome  too!  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfield,  2nd  floor.  8pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Pot-luck  dinner  and  rap  ses¬ 
sion  of  Boston  Aslan  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians. 
All  Asian  lesbians  and  gay  men  welcome.  Call 
Lillian  at  236-4710,  Carolyn  at  723-2592,  or 
Slong-Huat  at  542-0144  for  more  Info. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Dance  sponsored  by  Har- 
vard-Radcliffe  Gay  Students  Assoc.  9pm-1am. 
Phillips  Brooks  House,  NW  corner  of  Hanrard 
Yard. 
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Subscription 

Price 

$47.00 

$33.50 

$17.50 

$10.00 


USA.  Add 
WILL  BE 


Newsstand 

Price 

$75.00 

$50.00 

$25.00 

$12.50 

20%  for  foreign. 
CONSIDERED 


All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or  money 
order  payable  to  “GCN. "  Do  NOT  send  cash  through  the  mail.  Our 
subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing 
GCN. 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GGN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston, MA  02108 


VISA* 


DONATIONS,  WHICH  ARE  GREATLY  APPRECIATED. 


Name 


Name 


Account  No. 


Address 
City _ 


-State 


-Zip 


Expiration  Date 

Signature  _ 

□  VISA 


■  h  r. 


□  MASTERCHARGE  - 


